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Florida Senate - 1999 SB 212
By Senator Diaz-Bal art

37-466-99
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to witnesses in judicial
proceedi ngs; anending s. 92.57, F.S.
prohibiting threatening an enpl oyee with
di sm ssal because of the enpl oyee's testinony
or appearance as a witness in a judicial
proceedi ng; authorizing the court to hold an
enpl oyer in contenpt for dismssing, or
threatening to disnmss, an enpl oyee because of
t he enpl oyee' s appearance or testinony as a
Wi tness; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 92.57, Florida Statutes, is anended
to read:

92.57 Termnation of enploynent of witness
prohi bited.--A person who testifies in a judicial proceeding

H—response—to—a—subpoena nay not be disnm ssed from

enpl oynent, or threatened with dism ssal from enpl oynent,

because of the nature of the person's testinony or because of
absences from enpl oynent resulting from appearances as a

W t ness conpH-ance—wth—the—subpoeena. The court nmay hold an

enpl oyer in contenpt if the enployer, or his or her agent,

di sm sses fromenpl oynent or threatens to disniss an enpl oyee

because of his or her appearance or testinbny as a witness.

In any civil action arising out of a violation of this
section, the court may award conpensatory danmges, attorney's

fees, and punitive damages to the person unlawfully di sm ssed;
. it L e II I .
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Provi des that a person who testifies in a judicial
Proceedln naY not be disnissed fromenpl oynent, or
hreatened wiith dism ssal, because of the hature of the
testinony or because of absences fron1enPonnent due to
appearances as a witness. Provides that the court may
hol d an enpl oyer in contenpt for dismssing, or
threatening to dismss, an enployee for such reasons.
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