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Florida Senate - 1999 CS for SB 214

By the Committee on Comrerce and Econonic Opportunities; and
Senator Silver

310-1698-99
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to enpowernent zones; creating
s. 290.0491, F.S.; creating the "Florida
Enpower nent Zone Act"; defining terns;
providing legislative intent; providing for
adm ni stration by the Departnent of Community
Affairs; providing an appropriation; providing
requirenents for eligibility; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 290.0491, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

290. 0491 Florida Enpower nent Zones. - -

(1) SHORT TITLE.--This section may be cited as the
"Fl ori da Enpower nent Zone Act."

(2) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this section, the term

(a) "Departnent" neans the Departnent of Community
Affairs.

(b) "Federal Enpowernent Zone Prograni neans the

enpower nent zone programestablished in 26 U S.C. s. 1391 et

seq.
(c) "Noninated area" neans an area noninated for

participation in the Federal Enpowernent Zone Program

(d) "Sponsoring designee" neans the |lead entity that

applied for and received the enpowernent zone desi gnhation, but

does not include other entities that joined in the

appl i cati on.
(3) LEG SLATIVE | NTENT. --The Legi sl ature recogni zes
that it is in the public interest that the state create
1
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econom ¢ opportunity in poverty-stricken areas and rebuild

such areas by enpowering the people and comunities within

these areas to create jobs and opportunities. The U S.

Congress in 1997 provided that an additional 20 areas may be

desi gnated as federal enpowernent zones by January 1, 1999,

and, as such, be eligible for federal funding under the

Federal Enpowernent Zone Program The Legi sl ature seeks to

promote | ocal governnents in submitting the strongest possible

proposal s under the Federal Enpowernent Zone Program by

establi shing a conpani on state enpowermnment zone program
(4) ENMPONERMENT ZONE PROGRAM --There is created an
econom ¢ devel opnent programto be known as the Florida

Enpower nent Zone Program The program shall exist for 10 years

and, except as otherw se provided by |aw, be operated by the

Departnent of Community Affairs in conjunction with the

Feder al Enpower nent Zone Program
(5) FUNDING --Beginning in fiscal year 1999-2000, the
sum of $5, 250,000 is appropriated to the Departnent of

Community Affairs fromthe General Revenue Fund each year

during the 10-year program The funds nmust be distributed by

the departnent to each sponsoring designee within the state

whi ch was announced in January 1999 as having the Federa

Enpower nent Zone designation under 26 U S.C. s. 1391(g) or to

each community that was awarded in January 1999 the Rura

Enterpri se Community designation, except that the Departnent

of Community Affairs may retain up to 2 percent of the annua

appropriation for state adm nistrative costs associated with

the program Fromthose funds, at least $4.9 nillion but no

nore than $5 million nust be distributed to an urban

sponsori ng desi gnee and at | east $245,000 but no nore than

$250, 000 nust be distributed to a rural sponsoring designee or
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1| Rural Enterprise Comunity, if the rural sponsoring desi ghee
2| or Rural Enterprise Community has nmatched the anount with
3| local funds. The funds nmust be used for the benefit of the
4 | noninated area and are contingent upon the sponsoring desi gnee
5] or Rural Enterprise Community receiving Enpower nent Zone or
6 | Enterprise Conmunity funds under federal |aw and neeting the
7 | local -match requirenents i nposed by the Federal Enpowernent or
8 | Enterprise Community regul ations and this section
9 (6) GENERAL PONERS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY
10 | AFFAIRS. --The departnent has all the powers necessary to carry
11| out the purposes of the Florida Enpowernent Zone Program
12 | including the power to adopt and enforce rul es not
13 | inconsistent with this section for the admnistration of the
14 | fund. The departnent shall evaluate the perfornmance of the
15| Fl ori da Enpower nent Zone programreci pi ents against the
16 | ni |l estones, outcones, and perfornmance neasures contained in
17 | the application's strategic plan as subnmitted for designation
18 | as an enpower nent zone
19 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
20| l aw.
21
22
23
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1 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR

2 Senate Bill 214

3

4 TPis conmmittee substitute differs from Senate Bill 214 in that
it:

5
Appropri ates $250, 000 each year for 10 years in state genera

6 | revenue for | nmokal ee as a supplenent to federal grant$S of
equal val ue awarded under a federal "Enterprise Community"

7 | desi gnati on.

8| Allows the Departnent of Community Affairs to retain up to 2
percent of the annual state apProprlatlons for costs

9| associated with adm nistering the federal grants and state
apPrpprlatlons. The 2 percent is to cone out of the $5.25

10| mllion in annual state appropriations for Mamn -Dade County

11 and | nmokal ee.
Directs the Departnment of Community Affairs to eval uate the

12 | perfornmance of Enpowerment Zone programrecipients.

13 | Adds the tern1"sPonsoring desiﬂnee" to the list of definitions
and defines the termto nean the lead entity that applied for

14 | and recei ved the enpowernent zone designhation
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