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1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to special -purpose zones;
3 authorizing nmunicipalities to designate
4 satellite enterprise zones; creating s.
5 290.0491, F.S.; creating the "Florida
6 Enpower nent Zone Act"; defining terns;
7 providing legislative intent; providing for
8 adm ni stration by the Departnent of Community
9 Affairs; providing an appropriation; providing
10 requirenments for eligibility; anending s.
11 212.097, F.S.; defining as a "qualified
12 hi gh-crine area" areas receiving 1999 federal
13 enpower nent zone desi gnation; anendi ng s.
14 212.098, F.S.; defining as a "qualified county"
15 a county that contains an area receiving 1999
16 enterprise comunity designation; anending s.
17 290. 0065, F.S.; designating areas receiving
18 1999 federal enpowernent zone or rura
19 enterprise community designations as state
20 enterprise zones and authorizing satellite
21 enterprise zones; providing an effective date.
22
23| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
24
25 Section 1. Section 290.0491, Florida Statutes, is
26 | created to read:
27 290. 0491 Florida Enpower nent Zones. - -
28 (1) SHORT TITLE.--This section may be cited as the
29 I'Fl ori da Enpower nent Zone Act.”
30 (2) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this section, the term
31
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(a) "Departnent" neans the Departnent of Community
Affairs.
(b) "Federal Enpowernent Zone Prograni neans the

enpower nent zone programestablished in 26 U S.C. s. 1391 et

seq.
(c) "Noninated area" neans an area noninated for

participation in the Federal Enpowernent Zone Program

(d) "Sponsoring designee" neans the |lead entity that

applied for and received the enpowernent zone designhation, but

does not include other entities that joined in the

appl i cati on.
(3) LEG SLATIVE | NTENT. --The Legi sl ature recogni zes
that it is in the public interest that the state create

econom ¢ opportunity in poverty-stricken areas and rebuild

such areas by enpowering the people and comunities within

these areas to create jobs and opportunities. The U S.

Congress in 1997 provided that an additional 20 areas nmay be

desi gnated as federal enpowernent zones by January 1, 1999,

and, as such, be eligible for federal funding under the

Federal Enpower nent Zone Program The Legi sl ature seeks to

promote | ocal governnents in submitting the strongest possible

proposal s under the Federal Enpowernent Zone Program by

establi shing a conpani on state enpowerment zone program
(4) EMPONERMENT ZONE PROGRAM --There is created an
econom ¢ devel opnent programto be known as the Florida

Enpower nent Zone Program The program shall exist for 10 years

and, except as otherw se provided by | aw, be operated by the

Departnent of Community Affairs in conjunction with the

Federal Enpower nent Zone Program
(5) FUNDI NG --For fiscal year 1999-2000, the sum of

$3, 500, 000 in nonrecurring general revenue is appropriated to
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1| the Departnent of Conmmunity Affairs to inplenment this act. The
2| funds nust be distributed by the departnment to each sponsoring
3| designee within the state which was announced in January 1999
4 | as having the Federal Enpowernent Zone desi gnati on under 26
5J]US. C s. 1391(g) or to each comunity that was awarded in
6 | January 1999 the Rural Enterprise Conmunity designation
7 | except that the Departnent of Community Affairs nay retain up
8| to 2 percent of the annual appropriation for state
9| adm nistrative costs associated with the program The funds
10 | must be used for the benefit of the nonminated area and are
11 | conti ngent upon the sponsoring designee or Rural Enterprise
12 | Conmrunity receiving Enpower nent Zone or Enterprise Community
13 | funds under federal |aw and neeting the | ocal -natch
14 | requi renents i nposed by the Federal Enpowernment or Enterprise
15| Conmunity regul ations and this section
16 Section 2. Paragraph (e) of subsection (2) of section
17 | 212. 097, Florida Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anmended to
18 | read:
19 212.097 Urban High-Crine Area Job Tax Credit
20 | Program - -
21 (2) As used in this section, the term
22 (e) "Qualified high-crinme area" neans an area sel ected
23| by the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Economi c Devel opnent in
24 | the followi ng nanner: every third year, the office shall rank
25| and tier those areas noninated under subsection (8), according
26| to the following prioritized criteria:
27 1. Highest arrest rates within the geographic area for
28 | violent crime and for such other crimes as drug sale, drug
29 | possession, prostitution, vandalism and civil disturbances;
30
31
3
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1 2. Highest reported crine volune and rate of specific
2| property crinmes such as business and residential burglary,
3| notor vehicle theft, and vandali sm
4 3. Highest percentage of reported index crines that
5| are violent in nature;
6 4. Highest overall index crinme volune for the area;
7 | and
8 5. Highest overall index crinme rate for the geographic
9 | area.
10
11| Tier-one areas are ranked 1 through 5 and represent the
12 | highest crine areas according to this ranking. Tier-two areas
13 | are ranked 6 through 10 according to this ranking. Tier-three
14 | areas are ranked 11 through 15. Notwithstanding this
15 )| definition, "qualified high-crine area" al so neans an area
16 | that has been designated as a federal Enpowernment Zone
17 | pursuant to the Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997. Such a designated
18 | area is ranked in Tier Three until the areas are reeval uated
19| by the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econoni c Devel opnent.
20 Section 3. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section
21| 212.098, Florida Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anmended to
22 | read:
23 212.098 Rural Job Tax Credit Program --
24 (2) As used in this section, the term
25 (c) "Qualified county" neans a county that has a
26 | popul ation of fewer than 75,000 persons, or any county that
27 | has a popul ation of 100,000 or less and is contiguous to a
28 | county that has a popul ation of |ess than 75,000, selected in
29 | the following nmanner: every third year, the Ofice of
30 | Tourism Trade, and Economnic Devel oprment shall rank and tier
31| the state's counties according to the followi ng four factors:
4
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1 1. Highest unenpl oynent rate for the nobst recent

2| 36-nonth peri od.

3 2. Lowest per capita incone for the npbst recent

4| 36-nmont h peri od.

5 3. Highest percentage of residents whose incones are

6 | bel ow the poverty |level, based upon the nbst recent data

7 | avail abl e.

8 4. Average weekly manufacturing wage, based upon the

9 | nost recent data avail abl e.
10
11| Tier-one qualified counties are those ranked 1 through 5 and
12 | represent the state's | east-devel oped counties according to
13| this ranking. Tier-two qualified counties are those ranked 6
14 | through 10, and tier-three counties are those ranked 11
15| through 17 5. Notwi thstanding this definition, "qualified
16 | county" also neans a county that contains an area that has
17 | been designated as a federal Enterprise Community pursuant to
18 | the 1999 Agricultural Appropriations Act. Such a designated
19 | area shall be ranked in Tier Three until the areas are
20 | reevaluated by the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic
21 | Devel opnent.
22 Section 4. Subsection (5) of section 290.0065, Florida
23| Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anmended, and subsection (12) is
24 | added to that section, to read:
25 290. 0065 State designation of enterprise zones.--
26 (5) Notwithstanding s. 290.0055, an area designated as
27 | a federal enpowernent zone or enterprise community pursuant to
28 | Title XIIl of the Omibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993,
29 | the Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997, or the 1999 Agricultura
30 | Appropriations Act shall be designated a state enterprise zone
31| as foll ows:

5
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(a) An area designated as an urban enpowernent zone or
urban enterprise community pursuant to Title Xl of the
Omi bus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993 or the Taxpayer

Rel i ef Act of 1997 shall be designated a state enterprise zone

by the departnent upon conpletion of the requirenents set out

i n paragraph (d), except in the case of a county as defined in

s. 125.011(1) which, notwi thstanding s. 290.0055, may

i ncorporate and include such designated urban enpowernment zone

or urban enterprise conmunity areas within the boundaries of

its state enterprise zones without any limtation as to size.
(b) An area designated as a rural enpowernent zone or

rural enterprise community pursuant to Title Xl of the

Omi bus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993 or the 1999

Agricul tural Appropriations Act shall be designated a state

enterprise zone by the departnent upon conpletion of the
requi rements set out in paragraph (d).

(c) Any county or nmunicipality having jurisdiction
over an area designated as a state enterprise zone pursuant to
this subsection, other than a county defined in s. 125.011(1),
may not apply for designation of another area.

(d) Prior to designating such areas as state
enterprise zones, the departnent shall ensure that the
governi ng body having jurisdiction over the zone subnits the
strategic plan required pursuant to 7 CF. R part 25 or 24
C.F.R part 597 to the departnent, and creates an enterprise
zone devel opnent agency pursuant to s. 290. 0056.

(e) The departnent shall place any area designated as
a state enterprise zone pursuant to this subsection in the
appropriate category established in subsection (3), and
i nclude such designations within the lintations on state
enterprise zone designations set out in subsection (1).

6
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1 (12) Before Decenber 31, 1999, any county as defined
2lins. 125.011(1) nay create a satellite enterprise zone not
3| exceeding 3 square niles in area outside of and,
4 | notwi thstandi ng anything contained in s. 290.0055(4) or
5] el sewhere, in addition to the previously designated 20 square
6| mles of enterprise zones. The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and
7 | Economi c Devel opnent shall anmend the boundaries of the areas
8 | previously designated by any such county as enterprise zones
9 | upon the receipt of a resolution adopted by such governing
10 | body describing the satellite enterprise zone, as |long as the
11| additional area is consistent with the categories, criteria,
12 ) and lintations inposed by s. 290.0055, provided that the
13| 20-square-nmile linmtation and the requirenents inposed by s.
14 | 290. 0055(4) (d) do not apply to such satellite enterprise zone.
15 Section 5. Before Decenber 31, 1999, any nunicipality
16 | an area of which has previously received designation as an
17 | Enterprise Zone in the popul ation category described in
18 | section 290.0065(3)(a)3., Florida Statutes, nay create a
19 | satellite enterprise zone not exceeding 1.5 square mles in
20 | area outside of and, notwi thstandi ng anything contained in
21 | section 290.0055(4), Florida Statutes, or any other law, in
22 | addition to the previously designhated enterprise zone
23 | boundaries. The O fice of Tourism Trade, and Econom c
24 | Devel opnent shall anmend the boundaries of the areas previously
25 | designated by any such nmunicipality as enterprise zones upon
26 | receipt of a resolution adopted by the nunicipality describing
27 | the satellite enterprise zone areas, as long as the additiona
28 | areas are consistent with the categories, criteria, and
29 | limtations inposed by section 290. 0055, Florida Statutes.
30 | However, the requirenents i nposed by section 290.0055(4)(d),
31
7
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Florida Statutes, do not apply to such satellite enterprise

zone areas.
Section 6. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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