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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 HB 2207

By the Committee on General Governnent Appropriations and
Representative Senbl er

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to child support enforcenent;
anendi ng s. 409.2561, F.S.; requiring deposit
into the General Revenue Fund of funds retained
by the state to reinburse public assistance
payrments nmade to or for the benefit of
dependent children; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 409. 2561, Florida
Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to read:

409. 2561 Child support obligations when public
assi stance is paid; assignnent of rights; subrogation; nedica
and health insurance information.--

(1) Any paynent of public assistance noney nade to, or
for the benefit of, any dependent child creates an obligation
in an anount equal to the anpbunt of public assistance paid. In
accordance with 42 U S.C. s. 657, the state shall retain
anounts collected only to the extent necessary to reinburse
anounts paid to the fanily as assistance by the state. Such

anounts collected shall be deposited into the General Revenue

Fund. | f there has been a prior court order or final judgnment

of dissolution of narriage establishing an obligation of
support, the obligationis linmted to the anount provided by
such court order or decree. The obligor shall discharge the
rei mbursenent obligation. If the obligor fails to discharge
t he rei nbursenent obligation, the departnent may apply for a
contenpt order to enforce rei nbursenent for support furnished.
The extraordinary renedy of contenpt is applicable in child
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support enforcenment cases because of the public necessity for
ensuring that dependent children be maintained fromthe
resources of their parents, thereby relieving, at least in
part, the burden presently borne by the general citizenry
t hrough the public assistance program |f there is no prior
court order establishing an obligation of support, the court
shall establish the liability of the obligor, if any, for
rei mbursenent of public assistance nobneys paid. Priority
shal | be given to establishing continuing reasonabl e support
for the dependent child. The departnment may apply for
nodi fication of a court order on the sane grounds as either
party to the cause and shall have the right to settle and
conproni se actions brought pursuant to | aw

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Requi res deposit into the General Revenue Fund of funds
retained by the state to reinburse public assistance
pﬁyrgnts nade to or for the benefit of dependent

chil dren.
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