Florida Senate - 1999 CS for SB 2208

By the Committee on Governmental Oversight and Productivity;
and Senat or Webster

302-2123-99

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Conmi ssioner of

3 Education; anending s. 20.15, F.S.; clarifying
4 the | ocation of the comm ssioner's office;

5 anending s. 228.056, F.S.; providing for

6 application to the State Board of Education for
7 wai ver of school code; providing for waiver

8 approval by the State Board of Education

9 anmending s. 228.0565, F.S.; providing for

10 application to the State Board of Education for
11 wai ver of school code; providing for waiver

12 approval by the State Board of Education

13 anmending s. 229.111, F.S.; providing that the
14 State Board of Education may accept or decline
15 gifts on behal f of the public education system
16 anmending s. 229.512, F.S.; providing that the
17 Conmi ssi oner of Education is the chief

18 educational officer of the state for elenentary
19 and secondary education; anending s. 240.417,
20 F.S.; providing that the State Board of
21 Education, in conjunction with the State Board
22 of Adm nistration, Division of Bond Fi nance,
23 may determine that certain fees are not
24 requi red; providing an effective date.
25
26 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
27
28 Section 1. Subsection (2) of section 20.15, Florida
29 | Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anmended to read:
30 20.15 Departrment of Education.--There is created a
31| Departnent of Educati on.
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(2) COW SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON. - - The head of the
Departnent of Education is the Conmm ssioner of Education whe
AT I L ey Lt edel f
statepursvant—to—s—5—Art—HVof—the—State—Constitution. The

Conmmi ssi oner of Education shall reside at the seat of

governnent of this state.

(a) The Commi ssioner of Education shall appoint a
Deputy Conmi ssioner for Educational Prograns who has such
powers, duties, responsibilities, and functions as are
necessary to ensure the greatest possible coordination
ef ficiency, and effectiveness of kindergarten through
12t h-grade educati on and vocational and continui ng education
prograns.

(b) The Commi ssioner of Education shall appoint a
Deputy Conmi ssioner for Planning, Budgeting, and Managenent
who has such powers, duties, responsibilities, and functions
as are necessary to ensure the greatest possible coordination
of policies, progranms, and procedures for the statew de system
of education and the departnent.

Section 2. Subsection (11) of section 228.056, Florida
Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to read:

228.056 Charter schools. --

(11) EXEMPTI ON FROM STATUTES. -- A charter school shal
operate in accordance with its charter and shall be exenpt
fromall statutes of the Florida School Code, except those
pertaining to civil rights and student health, safety, and
wel fare, or as otherwise required by this section. A charter
school shall not be exenpt fromthe foll owi ng statutes:
chapter 119, relating to public records, and s. 286.011
relating to public neetings and records, public inspection
and penalties. The sponsor, upon request of a charter school
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1| my apply to the State Board of Educati on Comm-ssioner—of

2 | Bdueat+on for a wai ver of provisions of chapters 230 through
3] 239 which are applicable to charter schools under this

4 | section, except that the provisions of chapters 236 or 237

5] shall not be eligible for waiver if the waiver woul d affect

6 | funding allocations or create inequity in public schoo

7 | funding. The State Board of Educati on cemm-sstofer nmay grant
8| the waiver if necessary to inplenent the school program

9 Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (7) of section
10 | 228. 0565, Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, is anmended to

11 | read:

12 228. 0565 Deregul ated public schools. --

13 (7) EXEMPTI ON FROM STATUTES. - -

14 (a) A deregulated public school shall operate in

15| accordance with its proposal and shall be exenpt from al

16 | statutes of the Florida School Code, except those pertaining
17 ) to civil rights and student health, safety, and welfare, or as
18 | otherwi se required by this section. A deregul ated public

19 | school shall not be exenpt fromthe followi ng statutes:
20 | chapter 119, relating to public records, and s. 286.011
21 | relating to public neetings and records, public inspection
22 | and penalties. The school district, upon request of a
23 | deregul ated public school, nmay apply to the State Board
24 | Commisstonetr of Education for a waiver of provisions of
25 | chapters 230 through 239 which are applicable to deregul ated
26 | public schools under this section, except that the provisions
27 | of chapter 236 or chapter 237 shall not be eligible for waiver
28 | if the waiver would affect funding allocations or create
29 | inequity in public school funding. The State Board of
30 | Educati on ecorm-sstorer nmay grant the waiver if necessary to
31| i nplenent the school program
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1 Section 4. Subsection (1) of section 229.111, Florida
2| Statutes, is anended to read:

3 229.111 State board authorized to accept gifts.--

4 (1) The State Board €Commisstoenetr of Education may

5| accept or decline, on behalf of the state systemof public

6 | education or of any school fund established or recognized by
7| law, any gift or bequest of noney, royalty, or other persona
8| or real property given or bequeathed to the state system of

9| public education, or to any school fund established or

10 | recogni zed by law. Conditions may not be attached to any such
11| gift or bequest of noney, royalty, or other personal or rea
12 | property given or bequeathed for the purposes designated

13 | herein which are contrary to the provisions of |aw or

14 | regul ations of the state board relating to the use or

15 | expenditure of the fund.

16 Section 5. Section 229.512, Florida Statutes, is

17 | anended to read:

18 229.512 Commi ssioner of Education; general powers and
19 | duties.--The Conmi ssioner of Education is the chief
20 | educational officer of the state for elenentary and secondary
21 | education, and has the followi ng general powers and duties:
22 (1) To appoint staff necessary to carry out his or her
23 | powers and duti es.
24 2y—TFo—suspentd,—for—ecause,—wi-th—the—approval—oef—the
25 | StateBoard—of—Education—apubHc—comuntty—cottege
26 | president—Sueh—stuspensiton—shatH—be—acted—upon—expeti-tiousty
27 | by—thetocal——comun-ty—ecoHegeboard—of—trustees—
28 (2)3) To advise and counsel with the State Board of
29 | Education on all matters pertaining to el enentary and
30 | secondary education; to recomend to the State Board of
31| Education actions and policies related to el enentary and
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secondary education as, in the conm ssioner's opinion, should

be acted upon or adopted; and to execute or provide for the
execution of all acts and policies as are approved.

(3)t4)y To call such special nmeetings of the State
Board of Education as the conm ssioner deens necessary.

(4) £5)r To keep such records as are necessary to set
forth clearly all acts and proceedi ngs of the state board.

(5)t6) To have a seal for his or her office with
which, in connection with his or her own signature, the
conm ssi oner shall authenticate true copies of decisions,
acts, or docunents.

(6) 7 To assenble all data relative to the
preparation of the |ong-range plan for the devel opnent of the
state system of elenentary and secondary public education; to

propose for adoption by the State Board of Education such a
pl an; and to propose revisions in the plan as may be
necessary.

(7) 8y To reconmend to the State Board of Education
policies and steps designed to protect and preserve the
principal of the State School Fund; to provide an assured and
stabl e incone fromthe fund; to execute such policies and
actions as are approved; and to admi nister the State Schoo
Fund.

(8){9)y To take action on the release of mineral rights
based upon the recommendati ons of the Board of Trustees of the
I nternal |nprovenent Trust Fund.

(9) 26y To submit to the State Board of Education, at
| east 30 days prior to the date fixed herein, reconrendations
of expenditures for the State Board of Education, the
Conmmi ssi oner of Education, and all of the boards,
institutions, agencies, and services under the genera
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supervi sion of the State Board of Education for the ensuing
fiscal year.

(10) (1) To develop and inplenent a plan for
cooperating with the Federal Governnent in carrying out any or
al | phases of the educational programand to recomrend
policies for adnministering funds that are appropriated by
Congress and apportioned to the state for any or al
educati onal purposes.

(11) ¢3¥2) To devel op and inpl enent policies for
cooperating with other public agencies in carrying out those
phases of the programin which such cooperation is required by
| aw or is deened by the commr ssioner to be desirable and to
cooperate with public and nonpublic agencies in planning and
bringi ng about inprovenents in the educational program

(12) (33) To prepare forms and procedures as are
necessary to be used by district school boards and all other
educati onal agencies to assure unifornty, accuracy, and
efficiency in the keeping of records, the execution of
contracts, the preparation of budgets, or the subm ssion of
reports; to furnish at state expense, when deened advi sabl e by
the comi ssioner, those forms that can nore econonically and
efficiently be provided.

(13) 34y To inplenent a program of school inprovenent
and education accountability as provided by statute and State
Board of Education rule which is based upon the achi evenent of
the state education goals, recognizing the State Board of
Education as the body corporate responsible for the
supervi sion of the system of public education, the schoo
board as responsible for school and student perfornance, and
t he individual school as the unit for education
accountability; to arrange for the preparation, publication
6
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and distribution of nmaterials relating to the state system of
public education which will supply information concerning
needs, problens, plans, and possibilities; to prepare and
publ i sh annually reports giving statistics and other usefu
information pertaining to the state system of public
education; and to have printed copies of school |aws, forns,
instrunents, instructions, and regul ations of the State Board
of Education and to provide for the distribution of the sane.
(14) (15) To develop criteria for use by state
instructional materials comrittees in evaluating materials
submtted for adoption consideration. The criteria shall, as
appropriate, be based on instructional expectations reflected
in curriculumfranmeworks and student perfornmance standards.
The criteria for each subject or course shall be nade
avail able to publishers of instructional naterials at |east 24
nmonths prior to the date on which bids are due as provided by
s. 233.14, except as otherwi se permtted under s. 233.17(3).
It is the intent of the Legislature that publishers have anple
time to develop instructional nmaterials designed to neet
requirenments in this state.
(15) ¢16) To prescribe procedures for eval uating

instructional materials subnitted by publishers and
manuf acturers in each adopti on.

Section 6. Paragraph (b) of subsection (5) of section
240. 311, Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, is anmended to
read:

240.311 State Board of Community Col | eges; powers and
duties. --

(5) The State Board of Comrunity Colleges is
responsi ble for review ng and admi nistering the state program
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of support for the Florida Community Coll ege System and,
subject to existing | aw, shall:

(b) Recommend to the Governor, as chief budget officer
of the st ate, Commsstoener—of—FEducation all requests for
appropri ati ons fer—inetuston—+n—the—Cormm-ssioner—of
Edueation—s—budget—presentati-on—to—the—Covernor—as——chief
budget—ofHecer—of—the—state~i n the manner provided in chapter
216.

Section 7. Subsection (1) of section 240.417, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

240. 417 Increased registration or tuition fees for
funding financial aid program --

(1) Student registration or tuition fees at each state
university and public community college shall include up to
$4. 68 per quarter, or $7.02 per senester, per full-tinme
student, or the per-student credit hour equival ents of such
anmounts. The fees provided for by this section shall be
adjusted fromtine to tine, as necessary, to conply with the
debt service coverage requirenents of the student |oan revenue
bonds issued pursuant to s. 240.441. If the D vision of Bond
Fi nance of the State Board of Administration and the State
Board Cemmissienetr of Education determine that such fees are
no longer required as security for revenue bonds issued
pursuant to ss. 240.439-240.463, noneys previously collected
pursuant to this section which are held in escrow, after
admi ni strative expenses have been net and up to $150, 000 has
been used to establish a financial aid data processing system
for the State University Systemincorporating the necessary
features to neet the needs of all nine universities for
application through di sbursenent processing, shall be
real l ocated to the generating institutions to be used for
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1| student financial aid prograns, including, but not limted to,

2 | schol arshi ps and grants for educational purposes. Upon such

3| determ nation, such fees shall no | onger be assessed and

4| col |l ect ed.

5 Section 8. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.

6

7 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N

8 CONNITTEEBsggggITUTE FOR

9

10 | Provides that application for waivers of the Florida Schoo
Code are made to, and to be approved by, the State Board of

11 | Education, instead of the Conm ssioner” of Educati on

12 | Provides that the Comm ssi oner of Education is the chief
educational officer of the state for public elenentary and

13 | secondary educati on

14 | Provides that the State Board of Community Coll eges subnits

15 its budget directly to the Governor.

16 Provi des an effective date of July 1, 2000.

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

9
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




