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1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to education; anending s.

3 240. 147, F.S.; anending the powers and duties

4 of the Postsecondary Education Pl anni ng

5 Conmi ssion; creating s. 240.6052, F.S.

6 creating the Florida Resident Job Preparation

7 Grant Program providing legislative intent;

8 providing for the Departnment of Education to

9 adm ni ster the grants; providing rul emaki ng

10 authority; providing criteria for eligibility;

11 provi di ng procedures; anmending s. 240. 4097,

12 F.S.; revising eligibility criteria for the

13 Fl ori da Postsecondary Student Assistance G ant

14 Program providing an effective date

15

16 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

17

18 Section 1. Present subsection (16) of section 240. 147
19| Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, is redesignated as
20 | subsection (17), and a new subsection (16) is added to that
21| section, to read
22 240. 147 Powers and duties of the conm ssion.--The
23 | commi ssi on shal |
24 (16) In consultation with the Florida Associ ati on of
25 | Post secondary Schools and Col | eges, recommend to the
26 | Legi sl ature accountability neasures and an accountability
27 | process for independent institutions that participate in the
28 | Florida Resident Job Preparation Gant. The process nust make
29 | use of existing information subnitted to the federal and state
30 | governnents. |In addition, the process nmust provide for an
31 | assessnent of the benefits and cost-effectiveness of the
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Fl ori da Resident Job Preparation Grant Programin providing

state residents with access to 2-year college prograns and

with the successful conpletion of an associ ate degree. The

conm ssion shall provide oversight of this accountability

pr ocess.
Section 2. Section 240.6052, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
240. 6052 Florida Resident Job Preparati on G ant
Program creation, legislative intent, admnistration,

eligibility.--

(1) The Legislature recogni zes that the econonic

wel fare of the state is heavily dependent upon the education

and enployability of its citizenry. The Legislature further

recogni zes that the needs of the workforce extend across a

vari ety of industries. The Legislature finds and decl ares that

a significant nunber of state residents choose to attend

nonpublic colleges and universities as a neans to acquiring

t he knowl edge and skills necessary to becone contributing

nmenbers of society. The Legislature further finds that a

strong and vi abl e system of nonpublic colleges reduces the tax

burden on the residents of the state. Therefore, the

Legislature finds that a Florida Resident Job Preparation

Grant that awards funds to its state residents for the study

of career-oriented prograns at nonpublic colleges is

consistent with the goals of the state to increase the

educational and skill levels of its citizenry, as well as to

reduce the tax burden on the residents of the state. Because

the Florida Resident Job Preparation Gant is not related to a

student's financial need or other criteria upon which

financial aid prograns are based, it is the intent of the

Legislature that the Florida Resident Job Preparation G ant be
2
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1| considered a tuition assistance program and not a financi al

2| aid program

3 (2) There is created the Florida Resident Job

4| Preparation Grant Program The Departnent of Education shal

5| adm nister the program The State Board of Educati on shal

6 | adopt rules for the administration of the program The

7 | departnent shall issue through the programa Florida Resident
8| Job Preparation Grant to any full-tine, degree-seeking

9 | undergraduate student who is registered at an institution that
10| is either licensed by the State Board of |ndependent Coll eges
11 ) and Universities or is exenpt fromlicensure under s.

12 ] 246.085(1)(a); that is accredited by an agency recogni zed by
13| the United States Departnment of Education; that has operated a
14 | canpus in the state for at least 5 years; that grants

15 | associ ate degrees or baccal aureate degrees or both; that

16 | participates in the state commobn course designation and

17 | nunbering system that is not a state university or state

18 | conmunity coll ege; that has a secul ar purpose, so that the

19 | receipt of state aid by students at the institution would not
20 | have the primary effect of advancing or inpeding religion nor
21 | would it result in excessive entangl enent between the state
22 | and any religious sect; and the students of which are not

23| eligible to receive a Florida resident access grant under s.
24 | 240. 4095.

25 (3) Anindividual is eligible to receive a Florida

26 | Resident Job Preparation Grant if he or she is a student who
27 (a) Meets the general requirenents, including

28 | residency requirenents, for student eligibility as provided in
29| s. 240.404 or as otherwise provided in this section

30 (b) Is enrolled as a full-tine undergraduate student
31| at an eligible college or university;
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(c) Is not enrolled in a programof study leading to a

degree in theology or divinity; and

(d) |Is naking satisfactory acadenic progress as

defined by the college or university in which he or she is

enrol | ed.
(4)(a) Funding for the Florida Resident Job
Preparation Grant nust be allocated in accordance with a

fornul a based on planned enrol |l nent and the state cost of

fundi ng undergraduate enroll nent at public community coll eges.

The anobunt of the Florida Resident Job Preparati on G ant

issued to a full-tinme student nust equal the average cost to

the state per academi c year of an undergraduate student

enrolled in the state conmunity coll eges or an anount

specified in the General Appropriations Act. The Florida

Resi dent Job Preparation Grant nmay be paid on a prorated basis

i n advance of the registration period. The departnent shal

nmake such paynents to the college or university in which the

student is enrolled for credit to the student's account for

payrment of tuition and fees. Institutions shall certify to the

departnent the anobunt of funds di sbursed to each student and

shall renmt to the departnent any undi sbursed advances or

refunds within 60 days after the end of regular registration

A student is eligible to receive the award for a maxi nrumof 9

senesters or 14 quarters except as otherw se provided in s.
240. 404(3).
(b) If the conbined ambunt awarded to a student as a

Fl ori da Resident Job Preparation Grant and all other

schol arshi ps and grants for tuition or fees exceeds the anpunt

charged to the student for tuition and fees, the departnent

nust reduce the Florida Resident Job Preparation Grant by an

anount equal to the excess anount.
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Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
240. 4097, Florida Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to
read:

240. 4097 Florida Postsecondary Student Assistance
Grant Program eligibility for grants.--

(2)(a) Florida postsecondary student assistance grants
t hrough the State Student Financial Assistance Trust Fund may
be made only to full-tine degree-seeking students who neet the
general requirements for student eligibility as provided in s.
240. 404, except as otherwise provided in this section. Such
grants shall be awarded for the amount of denonstrated unnet
need for tuition and fees and may not exceed an anmount equa
to the average prior acadenm c year cost of matricul ati on and
other registration fees for 30 credit hours at state
uni versities plus $1, 000 per acadenic year, or as specified in
the General Appropriations Act, to any applicant. A
denonstrated unnmet need of |ess than $200 shall render the
applicant ineligible for a Florida postsecondary student
assi stance grant. Recipients of such grants nust have been
accepted at a postsecondary institution that is located in the
state and that is:

1. A private nursing diploma school approved by the
Fl ori da Board of Nursing; or

2. Aninstitution either licensed by the State Board
of Independent Colleges and Universities or exenpt from
|icensure pursuant to s. 246.085(1)(a), excluding those
institutions the students of which are eligible to receive a
Florida private student assistance grant pursuant to s.
240. 4095.

3. Aninstitution that receives biennial licensure by
the State Board of Nonpublic Career Education, that is
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1|institutionally accredited by an agency recogni zed by the

2| United States Departnent of Education, and that offers

3| specialized associ ate degrees.

4

5] No student nmay receive an award for nore than the equival ent

6| of 9 senmesters or 14 quarters of full-tinme enroll nment, except

7| as otherwi se provided in s. 240.404(3).

8 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.

9
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11 SENATE SUMVARY

12 Provi des powers and duties of the Postsecondary. Education
Plannln?_ mm ssion relating to the Florida Resident Job

13 Preparation Grant. Creates the Florida Resident Job
Preparation Grant Program Provides |legislative intent.

14 Provi des for the Departnent of Education to adm nister
t he grant program Provides rul enaking authority.

15 Provides criteria for eligibility. Provides procedures.
Revises eligibility criteria for"the Florida

16 Post secondary Student Assistance Grant Program

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24
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27
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29

30

31
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