Florida Senate - 1999 CS for SB 2276

By the Cormittee on Health, Aging and Long-Term Care; and
Senator Myers

317-2121-99

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to trauna care; creating s.

3 395.40, F.S.; declaring legislative findings

4 and intent with respect to creation of a

5 statew de inclusive trauna system as defined;

6 anending s. 395.401, F.S.; deleting the

7 definitions of the terns "local trauma agency"

8 and "regional traunma agency"; defining the

9 terns "trauma agency" and "traunm al ert

10 victint; prescribing duties of the Departnent

11 of Health with respect to inplenentation of

12 i nclusive trauma systens and traunma agency

13 pl ans; anending s. 395.402, F.S.; renoving

14 | egi slative findings; prescribing duties of the
15 departnment with respect to assignnent of

16 counties to trauna service areas; anending s.

17 395.4045, F.S.; prescribing transport

18 requi renents for energency nedical services

19 providers; providing an effective date.
20
21| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
22
23 Section 1. Section 395.40, Florida Statutes, is
24 | created to read:
25 395.40 Legislative findings and intent. --
26 (1) The Legislature finds that there has been a | ack
27 | of tinely access to trauma care due to the state's fragnmented
28 | trauma system This finding is based on the 1999 Traunma System
29 | Report on Tinely Access to Trauna Care subnmitted by the
30 | departnent in response to the request of the Legislature.
31
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1 (2) The Legislature finds that it is necessary to plan
2| for and to establish an inclusive trauna systemto neet the

3| needs of trauma victins. An "inclusive trauma systenl neans a
4| system designed to neet the needs of all injured traumm
5|victine who require care in an acute-care setting and into

6 | which every health care provider or facility with resources to
7| care for the injured trauma victimis incorporated. The

8 | Legislature deens the bhenefits of traunm care provided within
9] an inclusive trauna systemto be of vital significance to the
10 | outcome of a trauma victim

11 (3) It is the intent of the Legislature to place

12 | primary responsibility for the planning and establishnment of a
13 | statewide inclusive trauma systemwith the departnment. The

14 | departnent shall undertake the inplenentation of a statew de
15 ] inclusive trauma systemas funding is avail abl e.

16 (4) The Legislature finds that significant benefits

17 | are to be obtained by directing the coordination of activities
18 | by several state agencies, relative to access to traum care
19 | and the provision of trauna care to all trauma victins. It is
20| the intent of the Legislature that the departnent, the Agency
21| for Health Care Admi nistration, the Board of Medicine, and the
22 | Board of Nursing establish interagency teans and agreenents

23| for the devel opnent of guidelines, standards, and rules for

24 | those portions of the inclusive state traunma systemwthin the
25 | statutory authority of each agency. This coordi nated approach
26 | will provide the necessary conti nuumof care for the traum

27 | victimfrominjury to final hospital discharge. The depart nent
28 | has the | eadership responsibility for this activity.

29 (5) In addition, the agencies listed in subsection (4)
30 | shoul d undertake to:

31
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(a) Establish a coordinated nethodol ogy for

nonitoring, evaluating, and enforcing the requirenents of the

state's inclusive trauna systemwhich recognizes the interests

of each agency.

(b) Develop appropriate roles for trauma agencies, to

assist in furthering the operation of trauma systens at the

regional level. This should include issues of system

eval uation as well as nanaged care.

(c) Develop and subnmit appropriate requests for

wai vers of federal requirenents which will facilitate the

delivery of traumm care

(d) Develop criteria that will becone the future basis

for mandatory consultation on the care of trauma victinms and

mandatory transfer of appropriate trauma victins to traunm

centers.
(e) Develop a coordi nated approach to the care of the

trauma victim This shall include the novenent of the traunma

victimthrough the systemof care and the identification of

nedi cal responsibility for each phase of care for

out -of -hospital and in-hospital trauma care.

(f) Require the nedical director of an energency

nedi cal services provider to have nedical accountability for a

trauma victimduring interfacility transfer

(6) Furthernore, the Legislature encourages the

departnent to actively foster the provision of trauma care and

serve as a catalyst for inprovenents in the process and

outcone of the provision of trauma care in an inclusive trauna

system Anong ot her considerations, the departnent is

encour aged to:

(a) Pronote the devel opnent of at |east one traumm

center in every trauma servi ce area.
3

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W W NNNNMNNNMNNNNRRRRRRR PR B
P O © 0 ~N O UM WNIERERPRO O ®NOD OO M WN R O

Florida Senate - 1999 CS for SB 2276
317-21

i
2121-99

(b) Pronote the devel opnent of a trauma agency for

each trauma region.

(c) Update the state trauma system pl an by Decenber

2000 and at | east every 5th year thereafter

Section 2. Subsection (1) and paragraphs (c) and (n)
of subsection (2) of section 395.401, Florida Statutes, 1998
Suppl enent, are anended to read

395.401 Trauma services systemplans; verification of
trauma centers and pediatric trauma referral centers;
procedures; renewal . --

(1) As used in this part, the term

(a) "Agency" neans the Agency for Health Care
Admi ni stration.

(b) "Charity care" or "unconpensated charity care"
neans that portion of hospital charges reported to the agency
for which there is no conpensation for care provided to a
patient whose famly incone for the 12 nonths preceding the
determ nation is less than or equal to 150 percent of the
federal poverty level, unless the anount of hospital charges
due fromthe patient exceeds 25 percent of the annual famly
i ncone. However, in no case shall the hospital charges for a
patient whose fam |y incone exceeds four tines the federa
poverty level for a famly of four be considered charity.

(c) "Departnent" neans the Departnent of Health.

(d) "Level | trauma center" neans a hospital that is
determ ned by the departnent to be in substantial conpliance
with trauma center and pediatric trauma referral center
verification standards as established by rule of the
departnent, and which

1. Has formal research and education prograns for the
enhancenent of traunma care.

4
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2. Serves as a resource facility to Level Il traum
centers, pediatric trauma referral centers, and comunity
hospi tal s.

3. Ensures an organi zed system of trauna care.

(e) "Level Il trauma center" nmeans a hospital that is
determ ned by the departnent to be in substantial conpliance
with trauma center verification standards as established by
rule of the departnent, and which

1. Serves as a resource facility to community
hospi tal s.

2. Ensures an organi zed system of trauna care.

I Ly . b ki er
I i . .

(f)ftg) "Pediatric trauma referral center"” neans a
hospital that is determined to be in substantial conpliance
with pediatric trauna referral center standards as established
by rule of the departnent.

(g) ) "State-approved trauna center" neans a hospita

that has successfully conpleted the state-approved sel ection
process pursuant to s. 395.4025 and has been approved by the
departnment to operate as a traumm center in the state.
(h) ) "State-sponsored trauna center” neans a
stat e-approved trauma center that receives state funding for
trauma care services.
(i) "Traunma agency" neans an agency established and

operated by one or nore counties, or an entity with which one
5
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or nore counties contract, for the purpose of administering an

i nclusive regional trauna system

(j) "Trauma alert victinm neans a person who has

incurred a single or nultisysteminjury due to blunt or

penetrating neans or burns; who requires i medi ate nedi ca

intervention or treatnent; and who neets one or nore of the

adult or pediatric scorecard criteria established by the

departnent by rule.

(k) "Traunma center" neans any hospital that has been
determ ned by the departnent to be in substantial conpliance
with trauna center verification standards.

(1) "Trauma scorecard" nmeans a statew de net hodol ogy
adopted by the departnent by rul e under which a person who has
incurred a traumatic injury is graded as to the severity of
his or her injuries or illness and which nethodol ogy is used
as the basis for making destination decisions.

(m "Traunma victinl nmeans any person who has incurred
a single or nmultisystem tfe—threatening injury due to bl unt
or penetrating nmeans or burns and who requires i medi ate
nmedi cal intervention or treatmnent.

(2)

(c) The departnent shall receive plans for the
i mpl erentation of inclusive trauma eare systens from tecal—and
regioftal trauna agenci es. The departnment nay approve or not

approve the—tocal—or—+egitoena trauma agency plans based on the

conformance of the plan tecal—er—+egienal—ptans with this
section and ss. 395.4015, 395.404, and 395.4045 and the rules

adopted by the departnent pursuant to those sections. The
departnent shall approve or disapprove the plans within 120
days after the date the plans are subnmtted to the departnent.
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(n) After the submi ssion of the initial teca—or

regioftal trauna eare system pl an, each teeal—er—+egionalt
trauma agency shall, every 5th year, anndaHy subnmit to the

departnment for approval an updated plan that whieh identifies
the changes, if any, to be made in the regional trauma care
system i

Section 3. Subsections (1) and (3) of section 395. 402,
Fl ori da Statutes, are anended to read

395.402 Traunmm service areas; nunber and | ocation of
trauma centers. --

(1) I ol i I S .
. . et o .
seore—{+SS—of—9—or—greater— The Legi sl ature atse recogni zes

that Level | and Level |l trauma centers should each be
capabl e of annually treating a minimum of 1,000 and 500
patients, respectively, with an injury severity score(lSS) of
9 or greater. Further, the Legislature finds that, based on

t he nunbers and | ocations of trauma victins with these injury
severity scores, there should be 19 trauma service areas in

7
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the state, and, at a mninum there should be at |east one

trauma center in each service area
(3) Traumm service areas are to be used. The

departnent shall periodically review the assignnent of the 67

counties to traunm service areas. These assignnents are nade

for the purpose of devel oping a systemof trauma centers.

Revi si ons made by the departnent should take into

consi deration the reconmendati ons nade as part of the regiona

trauma system pl ans approved by the departnent, as well as the

reconmendati ons nmade as part of the state trauna system pl an

These areas nust, at a minimum be reviewed in the year 2000

and every 5 years thereafter. Until the departnent conpl etes

its initial review, the assignment of counties shall remain as

establ i shed pursuant to chapter 90-284, Laws of Florida. the

(a) The following traunma service areas are hereby
est abl i shed:

1. Trauma service area 1 shall consist of Escanbi a,
Ckal oosa, Santa Rosa, and Wal ton Counti es.

2. Traumm service area 2 shall consist of Bay, Qlf,
Hol nes, and WAshi ngt on Counti es.

3. Traunm service area 3 shall consist of Cal houn
Franklin, Gadsden, Jackson, Jefferson, Leon, Liberty, Mdison
Tayl or, and Wakul |l a Counti es.

8
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4. Traumm service area 4 shall consist of Al achua,
Bradford, Colunbia, Dixie, Glchrist, Ham Iton, Lafayette,
Levy, Putnam Suwannee, and Uni on Counti es.

5. Traumm service area 5 shall consist of Baker, d ay,
Duval, Nassau, and St. Johns Counti es.

6. Trauna service area 6 shall consist of Ctrus,
Her nando, and Marion Counti es.

7. Traumm service area 7 shall consist of Flagler and
Vol usi a Counti es.

8. Traunm service area 8 shall consist of Lake,
Orange, Osceola, Seminole, and Sunter Counti es.

9. Traumm service area 9 shall consist of Pasco and
Pi nel | as Counti es.

10. Traumm service area 10 shall consist of
Hi | | sbor ough County.

11. Trauma service area 11 shall consist of Hardee,
Hi ghl ands, and Pol k Counti es.

12. Traunmm service area 12 shall consist of Brevard
and I ndian River Counti es.

13. Trauma service area 13 shall consist of DeSoto,
Manat ee, and Sarasota Counti es.

14. Trauma service area 14 shall consist of Martin,
Ckeechobee, and St. Lucie Counties.

15. Trauma service area 15 shall consist of Charlotte,
d ades, Hendry, and Lee Counti es.
16. Traunmm service area 16 shall consist of Pal m Beach

County.

17. Traumm service area 17 shall consist of Collier
County.

18. Traumm service area 18 shall consist of Broward
County.

9
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1 19. Traumm service area 19 shall consist of Dade and
2 | Monroe Counti es.

3 (b) Each trauma service area should have at | east one
4| Level | or Level Il trauma center

5 (c) There shall be no nore than a total of 44

6 | state-sponsored trauna centers in the state.

7 Section 4. Subsection (1) of section 395.4045, Florida
8| Statutes, is anended to read:

9 395. 4045 Energency nedical service providers;

10 | transport of trauma victins to trauma centers. --

11 (1) Each energency nedical services provider |licensed
12 | under chapter 401 shall transport trauma alert victins to

13 | hospitals approved as trauma centers, except as nay be

14 | provided for either in departnent-approved |ocal or regiona
15| trauna transport protocol or, if no |local or regional traum
16 | transport protocol is in effect, as provided for in a

17 | departnent - approved provider's trauna transport protocol

18 | Devel opnent of regional trauma protocols shall be through

19 | consultation with interested parties, including, but not

20| limted to, each approved trauma center; physicians

21| specializing in trauma care, enmergency care, and surgery in
22 | the region; each trauna system admi nistrator in the region
23 | and each energency nedi cal service provider in the region

24 | licensed under chapter 401. Trauma alert victins shall be

25| identified through the use of a trauma scoring system The
26 | departnent shall specify by rule the subjects to be included
27 | in an energency nedical service provider's trauma transport
28 | protocol and shall approve or di sapprove each such protocol
29 Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
30

31
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STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 2276

Changes "trauma patients" to "trauma victinms" where there is
no establlshed provi der/ pati ent relatlonshlp, requires that
Level | and Level |] trauma centers shoul d each have the
capability of treating a mnimumof 1,000 and 500 traunmm
patients, resPectlver, wth in ury severity scores of 9 or
greater annual l'y; and requires gency. Medi cal Services
providers to transport traunm alert VIC ims to hosPltaIs
approved as trauna centers, except as provided in [ocal or
regional trauma protocols or, if no local or regional trauma
protocol is in effect, as provided for in a PFOVIder s
departnentally apProved trauma ﬂrotocol and that traunmm alert
VICEInS be identitied through the use of a trauna scoring
system
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