© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNNNNRRRRRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIRPLO O N DWNPRER O

Florida Senate - 1999 SB 2436

By Senator Latvala

19-1490- 99
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to transportation of public
school students; anending s. 234.01, F.S.
providing responsibility of a parent or
guardian with respect to a student's safe
passage to and froma school bus stop; anending
s. 234.021, F.S.; revising standards for
det erm ni ng when wal ki ng conditions are
hazardous and transportation nust be provided;
providing responsibility of a parent or
guardian with respect to a student's safety
when transportation is not provided by the
school district; providing for audits;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (3) is added to section 234.01
Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, to read:

234.01 Purpose; transportation; when provided. --

(3) When transportation of students is provided by a

school district under this section, each student's parent or

guardian is responsible for ensuring the student's safe

arrival at the assigned school bus stop and at hone.
Section 2. Section 234.021, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

234.021 Hazardous wal ki ng conditions. --
(1) DEFINITION. --As used in this section, "student"

neans any public elenentary school student whose—gradetevel
tdees—rnot—exceed—grade——-6.
(2) | DENTIFI CATION. - -
1

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 1999 SB 2436
19-1490- 99

1 (a) When a request for reviewis made to the district
2 | superintendent of schools or the district superintendent's

3 | desi gnee concerning a condition perceived to be hazardous to

4| students in that district who live within the 2-nmile lint and
5| who wal k to school, such condition shall be inspected by a

6 | representative or representatives of the school district and a
7 | representative of the local governnental entity where the

8 | percei ved hazardous condition exists. Such representatives

9| shall determ ne whether or not the condition is hazardous to
10 | such students and shall report to the Departnent of Education
11 ) on a formprescribed by the comi ssi oner wth—respeet—thereto.
12 | Upon a determ nation that a condition is hazardous to such

13 | students, the district school board shall request a

14 | determination fromthe state or |ocal governnmental entity

15| having jurisdiction regardi ng whether the hazard will be

16 | corrected and, if so, regarding a projected conpletion date.
17 | State funds shall be allocated for the transportation of

18 | students subjected to such hazards, provided that such funding
19 | shall cease upon correction of the hazard or upon the

20 | projected conpletion date, whichever occurs first.

21 (b) It is intended that district school boards and

22 | state or local governnental entities work cooperatively to

23 | identify conditions that whieh are hazardous to students who
24 | must wal k to school and that state or |ocal governnental

25 ] entities correct those hazards. H—isfurther—intended—that
26 | State or local governnental entities having jurisdiction shall
27 | correct such hazardous conditions within 5 years after

28 | identification of the hazard a—reasonabte—periot—of—tire.

29 (3) CRITERI A FOR DETERM NI NG HAZARDOUS WALKI NG

30 | CONDI TI ONS. - -

31 (a) Wal kways parallel to the road. --
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1. It shall be considered a hazardous wal ki ng
condition with respect to any road al ong which students nust
wal k +hr—order—to—walk to and from school if there is not an
area at least 6 4 feet wide adjacent to the road which
provides a surface on which students nay wal k sufficient to

al | ow students to be separated fromthe adjacent road surfaces

by at | east 4 feet;

addi ti on, whenever the road al ong which students nust walk is
uncurbed and has a posted speed linmit of 55 miles per hour
the area as described above for students to wal k upon shall be
set off the road by no less than 3 feet fromthe edge of the
road.

2. The area shall not be considered hazardous under
t hi s paragraph provisiens—of—stubparagraph—t—do—rnot—appty when

the road al ong which students nust wal k:

a. Isin aresidential area which has little or no
transient traffic;

b. Is a road on which the volune of traffic is |ess
than 180 vehicles per hour in both directions neasured;per

directionduring the tine students walk to and from school
or

c. Is located in a residential area and has a posted
speed limt of 30 niles per hour or |ess.

(b) Wal kways perpendicular to the road.--1t shall be
consi dered a hazardous wal ki ng condition with respect to any
road across which students must walk in order to walk to and
from school

1. If the traffic volume on such road exceeds the rate
of 360 vehicles per hour in either direction—per—direection
(including all lanes per direction);during the tine students
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wal k to and fromschool and if the crossing site is
uncontrol l ed. For purposes of this subsection, an
"uncontrolled crossing site" is defined as an intersection or
ot her designated crossing site where no crossing guard,
traffic enforcenent officer, or stop sign or other traffic
control signal is present during the tines students walk to
and from school

2. If the total traffic volume on such road exceeds
4,000 vehicles per hour through an intersection or other
crossing site controlled by a stop sign or other traffic
control signal, unless crossing guards or other traffic
enforcenent officers are also present during the tines
students wal k to and from school

3. |If the roadway has six or nore through | anes,

excluding turn | anes, and exceeds 3,000 vehicles per hour

t hrough an i ntersection.

Traffic volune shall be determned by the nbpst current traffic
engi neeri ng study conducted by a state or |ocal governnental
agency.

(4) RESPONSIBILITY FOR STUDENT SAFETY. --Wen a student
lives less than 2 miles wal ki ng di stance from school and the

school district is not required under this section to provide

transportation, the student's parent or |legal guardian is

responsi ble for ensuring the student's safe arrival at schoo

and at hone.
(5) AUDITING --Each school district that receives nore
than 10 percent of its state transportation allocation for

students transported under this section shall be audited by

the Auditor General annually. The audit nust include a
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1| physical review of a sanple of the locations clained by

2| districts for funding under this section

3 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
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6 SENATE SUMMARY

7 Declares that it is the parent's or guardian's
responsibility to ensure safe passagé of a student to and

8 fromthe assigned school bus stop en transportation is
PFOVIded b¥_t e district, and to _and from hone when

9 ransportation is not provided. Revises standards
relating to traffic fl ow and wal king conditions for

10 det erm ni ng when wal ki ng conditions are "hazardous."
Requi res an annual audi bK t he Audi tor GCeneral of

11 districts rece|V|ng nore than a threshold anmpunt of state

12 transportati on funds due to hazardous conditi ons.
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