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Florida Senate - 1999 SB 2478
By Senator Dawson-Wite

30- 654A- 99
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the Relative Caregiver
Program anending s. 39.5085, F.S.; providing
that a relative caregiver is eligible for
assi stance under the programfollow ng the
| ong-term placenent of a child with the
caregiver pursuant to a court order or an order
of guardi anship; providing that the relative
caregi ver of a special needs child is eligible
to receive a specified anmbunt of assistance
under the program providing that a relative
caregi ver who adopts a nentally retarded
physi cal | y handi capped, or enotionally
handi capped child is eligible to receive the
adoption subsidy provided to adoptive parents;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (2) of section 39.5085, Florida
Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anmended to read:

39.5085 Relative Caregiver Program --

(2)(a) The Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services
shal | establish and operate the Relative Caregiver Program
pursuant to eligibility guidelines established in this section
as further inplenented by rule of the departnment. The Rel ative
Caregiver Programshall, within the limts of available
fundi ng, provide financial assistance to relatives who are
within the fifth degree by blood or marriage to the parent or
stepparent of a child and who are caring full-tinme for that
child in the role of substitute parent as a result of a
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1| departnental determ nation of child abuse, neglect, or

2 | abandonnment and subsequent placenent with the relative

3| pursuant to this chapter. Such placenent nmay be either

4] court-ordered tenporary legal custody to the relative under s.
51 39.508(9) (a) 4. purstant—t6—s—39-568(9), o+ court-ordered

6 | placenent in the hone of a relative under protective

7 | supervision of the departnent under s. 39.508(9)(a)3.

8| court-ordered placenent in the long-termcustody of a relative
9 | under s. 39.508(9)(a)5., or placenent with a relative pursuant
10| to a court order or letter of guardi anship pturstant—te—s—

11 | 39-568(9). The Relative Caregiver Program shall offer

12 | financial assistance to caregivers who are relatives and who
13 | woul d be unable to serve in that capacity without the relative
14 | caregi ver paynent because of financial burden, thus exposing
15| the child to the trauma of placenent in a shelter or in foster
16 | care.

17 (b) Caregivers who are relatives and who receive

18 | assi stance under this section nust be capable, as deternined
19 | by a hone study, of providing a physically safe environnment
20| and a stable, supportive honme for the children under their
21 | care, and nust assure that the children's well-being is net,
22 | including, but not limted to, the provision of inmunizations,
23 | education, and nental health services as needed.
24 (c) Relatives who qualify for and participate in the
25| Rel ative Caregiver Programare not required to neet foster
26 | care licensing requirenents under s. 409.175.
27 (d) Relatives who are caring for children placed with
28 | them by the child protection systemshall receive a speci al
29 | nonthly relative caregiver benefit established by rule of the
30 | departnent. The anount of the special benefit paynent shal
31| be based on the child's age within a paynment schedul e
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establ i shed by rule of the departnent and subject to
availability of funding. The statew de average nonthly rate
for children judicially placed with relatives who are not
licensed as foster honmes may not exceed 82 percent of the
st at ewi de average foster care rate, nor may the cost of
providing the assistance described in this section to any
relative caregi ver exceed the cost of providing out-of-hone
care in energency shelter or foster care.

(e) Children receiving cash benefits under this
section are not eligible to sinultaneously receive WAGES cash
benefits under chapter 414.

(f) Wthin available funding, the Relative Caregiver
Program shal |l provide relative caregivers with fanmly support
and preservation services, flexible funds in accordance with
s. 409. 165, subsidized child care, and other avail abl e
services in order to support the child' s safety, growh, and
heal t hy devel opnent. Children living with relative caregivers
who are receiving assistance under this section shall be
eligible for Medicaid coverage.

(g) Arelative caregiver with whoma nentally

retarded, physically handi capped, or enotionally handi capped

child is placed is eligible to receive assi stance under the

Rel ati ve Caregiver Programwhich is equal to the anpbunt of the

subsi dy provided to adoptive parents under s. 409.166. If a

relative caregiver adopts a nmentally retarded, physically

handi capped, or enotionally handi capped child foll ow ng

participation in the Relative Caregiver Program the caregiver

is eligible to receive the adopti on subsidy provi ded under s.
409. 166.
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1 (h) g The departnent may use appropriate avail able

2| state, federal, and private funds to operate the Relative

3 | Caregiver Program

4 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
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7 SENATE SUMMARY

8 Provi des for assistance under the Rel ative Caregiver
Program for the relative caregiver of a child ois

9 placed into long-termcare with the caregiver under a
court order or an order of guardi anship. Provi des that

10 the relative caregiver of a special needs child is .
eligible to receiVve assistance under the program which

11 equal s the anount of the adoBtlon subsi dy provided to
adoptive parents. Provides that a relative caregiver who

12 adopts a chi who is nmentally retarded,  physically
hand!capPed, or enotionally handicapped is eligible to

13 receive the adoption subsidy provided to adoptive parents

14 by the Departnent of Children and Family Services.
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