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Florida Senate - 1999 SB 2494

By Senator Jones

40- 1542-99
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the adm nistration and
financing of public transit prograns and
projects; anmending s. 341.051, F.S.; increasing
t he percentage of the nonfederal share of the
costs of certain eligible public transit
capital projects or conmuter assistance
projects which may be funded by the Departnent
of Transportation; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (5) of section 341.051, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

341.051 Administration and financing of public transit
prograns and projects.--

(5) FUND PARTI CI PATI ON; CAPI TAL ASSI STANCE. - -

(a) The department may fund up to 100 56 percent of
t he nonfederal share of the costs, not to exceed the |oca
share, of any eligible public transit capital project or
commut er assi stance project that is local in scope; except,
however, that departnental participation in the final design
right-of-way acquisition, and construction phases of an
i ndi vi dual fixed-gui deway project which is not approved for
federal funding shall not exceed an anount equal to 12.5
percent of the total cost of each phase.

(b) The Departnent of Transportation shall develop a
maj or capital investnent policy which shall include policy
criteria and guidelines for the expenditure or conmtnent of
state funds for public transit capital projects. The policy
shal | include the follow ng:
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1. Methods to be used to deternine consistency of a
transit project with the approved | ocal governnment
conpr ehensi ve plans of the units of |ocal government in which
the project is |ocated.

2. Methods for evaluating the | evel of |oca
commitnment to a transit project, which is to be denonstrated
t hrough system pl anni ng and t he devel opnent of a feasible plan
to fund operating cost through fares, value capture techniques
such as joint devel opnent and special districts, or other
| ocal fundi ng nechani sns.

3. Methods for evaluating alternative transit systens
i ncludi ng an anal ysis of technology and alternative nethods
for providing transit services in the corridor

The departnent shall present such investnent policy to both
the Senate Transportation Conmittee and the House Public
Transportation Committee along with reconmended | egi sl ation by
March 1, 1991.

(c) The departnent is authorized to fund up to 100
percent of the cost of any eligible transit capital project or
commut er assi stance project that is statewide in scope or
i nvol ves nore than one county where no ot her governnent al
entity or appropriate jurisdiction exists.

(d) The departnent is authorized to advance up to 80
percent of the capital cost of any eligible project that wll
assist Florida's transit systens in becomng fiscally
self-sufficient. Such advances shall be reinbursed to the
departnment on an appropriate schedule not to exceed 5 years
after the date of provision of the advances.

(e) The departnent is authorized to fund up to 100
percent of the capital and net operating costs of statew de
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transit service devel opment projects or transit corridor
projects. Al transit service devel opnent projects shall be
specifically identified by way of a departnental appropriation
request, and transit corridor projects shall be identified as
part of the planned i nprovenents on each transportation
corridor designated by the departnment. The project

obj ectives, the assigned operational and financi al
responsibilities, the tinefranme required to devel op the
required service, and the criteria by which the success of the
project will be judged shall be docunented by the departnent
for each such transit service devel opnent project or transit
corridor project.

(f) The departnent is authorized to fund up to 50
percent of the capital and net operating costs of transit
servi ce devel oprment projects that are local in scope and that
will inprove systemefficiencies, ridership, or revenues. All
such projects shall be identified in the appropriation request
of the department through a specific program of projects, as
provided for ins. 341.041, that is selectively applied in the
following functional areas and is subject to the specified
ti mes of duration:

1. Inproving systemoperations, including, but not
limted to, realigning route structures, increasing system
aver age speed, decreasi ng deadhead ni | eage, expandi ng area
coverage, and inproving schedul e adherence, for a period of up
to 3 years;

2. lnproving system nmai ntenance procedures, including,
but not |linmted to, effective preventive nmaintenance prograns,
i mproved nechani cs training prograns, decreasing service
repair calls, decreasing parts inventory requirenents, and
decreasi ng equi pnent downtine, for a period of up to 3 years;
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3. Inproving nmarketing and consuner information
prograns, including, but not linited to, automated i nfornation
services, organi zed advertising and pronotion prograns, and
si gning of designated stops, for a period of up to 2 years;
and

4. I nproving technol ogy involved in overal
operations, including, but not limted to, transit equipnent,
fare collection techniques, electronic data processing
applications, and bus l|locators, for a period of up to 2 years.

The term "net operating costs" neans all operating costs of a
project |ess any federal funds, fares, or other sources of
incone to the project.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Al l ows the Departnent of Transportation to fund UP to 100
percent, rather than up to 50 percent, of the nonfedera
share ot the costs of certain eligible public transit
capital projects or conmuter assiStance projects.
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