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By Representative K. Smith

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to ophthal nol ogy; anendi ng ss.

3 458. 320 and 459.0085, F.S.; revising financial

4 responsibility requirenents for certain

5 opht hal nol ogi sts; providing an effective date.

6

7| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

8

9 Section 1. Paragraph (h) is added to subsection (5) of
10 | section 458.320, Florida Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, to read:
11 458.320 Financial responsibility.--

12 (5) The requirenents of subsections (1), (2), and (3)
13 | shall not apply to:

14 (h) Any person |licensed under this chapter as an

15 | opht hal nol ogi st who does not prescribe nedication or perform
16 | surgery and whose practice is linited solely to eye

17 | exam nations and prescription of |enses, spectacles,

18 | eyegl asses, contact |enses, and other optical devices. A

19 | person exenpt under this paragraph shall be considered the
20 | equi val ent of an optonetrist |licensed under chapter 463 for
21 | purposes of qualifying for professional liability insurance.
22 Section 2. Paragraph (h) is added to subsection (5) of
23 | section 459.0085, Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, to read:
24 459. 0085 Financial responsibility.--
25 (5) The requirenents of subsections (1), (2), and (3)
26 | shall not apply to:
27 (h) Any person |licensed under this chapter as an
28 | opht hal nol ogi st who does not prescribe nedication or perform
29 | surgery and whose practice is limted solely to eye
30 | exam nations and prescription of |enses, spectacles,
31| eyegl asses, contact |enses, and other optical devices. A
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1| person exenpt under this paragraph shall be considered the
2 | equival ent of an optonetrist |licensed under chapter 463 for
3| purposes of qualifying for professional liability insurance.
4 Section 3. This act shall take effect October 1, 1999.
5
6 kkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkhkhkhkkhkkhkhkhkhkkhkkhkikhkhkkhkkhkikhkkikkhkkhkkikhkkikkk*k
7 HOUSE SUMVARY
8
Provi des that an ophthal nol ogi st |icensed under ch. 458
9 or ch. 459, F.,S., who does not perform surgery. or
Prescrlbe nedi cati on and whose practice is linited solely
10 0 eye exam nations and the prescription of |enses,
spect acl es, eyegl asses, contact |enses, and ot her optica
11 devices is exenpt fromthe financial responS|b|I|tK_
requirements appllcable to ﬂhKS|C|ans_and ost eopat hi c
12 physi ci ans and that such ophthal nol ogi sts shal |l be
consi dered the equival ent of optonetrists |icensed under
13 ch. 463, F.S., for purposes of qualifying for
14 prof essional liability insurance.
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