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Florida Senate - 1999 SB 2512
By Senator Diaz-Bal art

37-1290- 99
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to unattended children in notor
vehi cl es; anending s. 316.6135, F.S.; revising
provisions relating to | eaving children
unattended in notor vehicles; prohibiting
| eavi ng children younger than a specified age
unattended in a notor vehicle; providing
crimnal penalties; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 316.6135, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

316. 6135 Leaving children unattended or unsupervised
in motor vehicle; penalty; authority of |aw enforcenent
of ficer.--

(1) No parent, |egal guardian, or other person
responsi ble for a child younger than 10 6 years of age shal
| eave such child unattended or unsupervised in a notor vehicle
f or a—pertoetdin—excess—of—15—mnutes—however—no—such—person
shatHH—eave—achitd—unattended—Ffor any period of tine —the
moteor—of—the—vehiecte—+s—r+unrnngor—the—heatth—of—the—ehitd+s
A—danget.

(2) No parent, |egal guardian, or other person

responsible for a child between the ages of 10 through 15,

shal | | eave such child unattended or unsupervised in a notor

vehicle for a period in excess of 15 minutes; however, no such

person shall leave a child unattended for any period of tine

if the notor vehicle is running or the health of the child is

i n danger.
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(3) 2y Any person who violates the provisions of
subsection (1) or subsection (2)is guilty of a nmisdeneanor of
the first degree nencriminal—traftf+e—+nfraetion, punishable as

provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. by—afine—of-
ay—Net—more—than—$100—or
tby—Net—ess—than—$50—and—noet—nere—than—$500+F—+the
iy hied . he—healthof—tt it
. I I . ey olation

(4) 3y Any | aw enforcenent officer who observes a

child | eft unattended or unsupervised in a notor vehicle in
vi ol ation of subsection (1) or subsection (2)nmay use whatever

neans are reasonably necessary to protect the minor child and
to renmove the child fromthe vehicle.

(54 If the child is renoved fromthe i nmedi ate area
notification should be placed on the vehicle.

(6) 5y The child shall be renmanded to the custody of
t he Departnent of Children Heatth and Fam | y Rehabititative
Servi ces pursuant to chapter 39, unless the |aw enforcenent
officer is able to locate the parents or |egal guardian or
ot her person responsible for the child.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Prohi bits | eaving children younger than 10 years of age
unattended in a notor vehicle for any period of tine.
Prohibits |l eaving certain ol der children unattended for
cer}a{n periods of tine. Provides crimnal penalties for
vi ol ations.
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