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Florida Senate - 1999 SB 2520
By Senator Dawson-Wite

30- 1526A-99 See HB
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to children's health; anending
s. 409.8132, F.S.; providing for year-round
enrollment in the Medikids program revising
enrol | mrent procedures; anending s. 409. 8134,
F.S.; providing for a statew de enroll nent
ceiling for the Florida Kidcare program
anending s. 409.814, F.S.; revising eligibility
for certain children under the Florida Kidcare
program anending s. 409.904, F.S.; revising
eligibility for certain children under the
Medi caid program providing for presunptive
eligibility under certain circunstances;
anending s. 624.91, F.S.; providing for
year-round enrol |l nent under the Florida Healthy
Ki ds Cor poration progran revising contract
standards; elimnating authority of the
corporation to establish |Iocal matching fund
requi renents; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (7) of section 409.8132, Florida
Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anmended to read:

409. 8132 Medi ki ds program conmponent. - -

(7) ENROLLMENT. --Enrollnment in the Medikids program
shal |l occur year-round until the enrollnent ceiling is net.

However , corrponrent—ray—onty—occur—turing—periodie—open
¥ o DT I . . I
Hrst—12ronths—ef theprogram—there—shalH—be—-at—teast—one-
I I I ’ " ods—The—i-ni-tial
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not receive services under the Medikids programuntil the
child is enrolled in a nmanaged care plan or Medi Pass. ++
addci-t+on—Once deternined eligible, an applicant nay receive
choi ce counseling and sel ect a managed care plan or Medi Pass.
If the applicant does not select a nanaged care plan or

Medi Pass within 30 days after receiving choice counseling, the

agency shall assign the applicant to a nanaged care pl an or

Medi Pass. Assignnments shall be divided equally between the
Medi Pass program and nanaged care pl ans. An—apptecant—ray

o o A

Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 409.8134, Florida
Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to read:

409. 8134 Program enrol | rent and expenditure
ceilings.--

(1) Except for the Medicaid program a ceiling shal
be placed on annual federal and state expenditures and on
enrollment in the Florida Kidcare program as provi ded each
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year in the General Appropriations Act. Except for the

Medi caid program a statewide enrollnent ceiling shall be

establ i shed for each Florida Kidcare program conponent, and

children may be enrolled in each Florida Kidcare program

conponent on a first-cone, first-served basis until enroll nent

ceilings are met or the procedures in subsection (2) are

i nvoked. The agency, in consultation with the Departnment of
Heal th, may propose to increase the enrollnent ceiling in
accordance with chapter 216

Section 3. Present subsections (4) and (6) of section
409. 814, Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, are anended, and
subsection (7) is added to that section, to read:

409.814 Eligibility.--A child whose fanily incone is
equal to or bel ow 200 percent of the federal poverty level is
eligible for the Florida Kidcare programas provided in this
section. In determining the eligibility of such a child, an
assets test is not required.

(4) The following children are not eligible to receive
prem um assi stance for health benefits coverage under ss.

409. 810-409. 820, except under Medicaid if the child would have
been eligible for Medicaid under s. 409.903 or s. 409.904 as
of June 1, 1997:

(a) Achild who is eligible for coverage under a state
health benefit plan on the basis of a famly nenber's
enpl oynent with a public agency in the state;

(b) A child who is covered under a group health
benefit plan or under other health insurance coverage,
excl udi ng coverage provided under the Florida Healthy Kids
Corporation as established under s. 624.91

(c) Achild who is seeking prenium assi stance for
enpl oyer - sponsored group coverage, if the child has been
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s
covered by the sane enployer's group coverage during the 6
nmonths prior to the famly's submitting an application for
determination of eligibility under the Florida Kidcare
program or

" REDWON Heen—t I I I
et it : Hfiee—atien—i I . I ;

(d)fey Achild who is an inmate of a public
institution or a patient in an institution for nental
di seases.

(6) Once a child is determined eligible for the
Florida Kidcare program the child is eligible for coverage
under the programfor 12 & nonths without a redetermination or
reverification of eligibility, if the fanmly continues to pay
the applicable prem um EHfeetiveJdJanvary—1—1999%—achitd—who

(7) Children who are ineligible for federal funding

under Medicaid and Title XXI of the Social Security Act due to
their inmgration status shall be enrolled in the appropriate

Fl orida Kidcare program based on the family incone, and their

coverage shall be provided by state funds only.
Section 4. Subsection (7) of section 409.904, Florida
Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anmended, and subsection (8) is

added to that section, to read:

409.904 Optional paynents for eligible persons.--The
agency may nmake paynments for nedical assistance and rel ated
services on behalf of the foll owing persons who are determ ned
to be eligible subject to the incone, assets, and categorica
eligibility tests set forth in federal and state |aw. Paynent
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s
on behal f of these Medicaid eligible persons is subject to the
availability of nobneys and any linmtations established by the
Ceneral Appropriations Act or chapter 216.

(7) A child who has not attained the age of 19 who has
been deternined eligible for the Medicaid programis deened to
be eligible for a total of 12 & nonths, regardl ess of changes
in circunstances other than attai nnent of the naxi num age.

(8) A child who has not attained the age of 19 who

applies for eligibility for the Medicaid programthrough a

qgual i fi ed Medi caid provider nmust be offered the opportunity,

subject to federal rules, to be made presunptively eligible

for the Medi caid program

Section 5. Paragraph (b) of subsection (4) of section
624.91, Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, is anended to read:

624.91 The Florida Healthy Kids Corporation Act.--

(4) CORPORATI ON AUTHORI ZATI ON, DUTI ES, POVERS. - -

(b) The Florida Healthy Kids Corporation shall phase
in a programto:

1. Oganize school children groups to facilitate the
provi sion of conprehensive health insurance coverage to
chil dren;

2. Arrange for the collection of any famly, |oca
contributions, or enployer paynent or premum in an anount to
be deternined by the board of directors, to provide for
payrment of prem uns for conprehensive insurance coverage and
for the actual or estinmated adninistrative expenses;
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1 3. Establish the adnministrative and accounting

2 | procedures for the operation of the corporation

3 4. Establish, with consultation from appropriate

4 | professional organizations, standards for preventive health
5| services and providers and conprehensi ve insurance benefits
6 | appropriate to children; provided that such standards for

7| rural areas shall not limt primary care providers to

8 | board-certified pediatricians;

9 5. Establish eligibility criteria which children nust
10| neet in order to participate in the program

11 6. Establish procedures under which applicants to and
12 | participants in the program may have grievances revi ewed by an
13| inpartial body and reported to the board of directors of the
14 | corporati on;

15 7. Establish participation criteria and, if

16 | appropriate, contract with an authorized insurer, health

17 | mai nt enance organi zation, or insurance adm nistrator to

18 | provide administrative services to the corporation

19 8. Establish enrollnment criteria which shall include
20| year-round enrollnment if space is avail abl e penatties—or

21 | waiti i \ 6 ei-nstat-eren
22

23

24 . : . able- T ol

25 " od—of I C . F REDWON

26 L edi i eaid it e ehitd] i eaid
27 i et L L eribletf I L orid
28 | Heatthy—Ki-ds—progran

29 9. 16— Contract with authorized insurers or any

30 | provider of health care services, neeting standards

31| established by the corporation, for the provision of
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conpr ehensi ve insurance coverage to participants. Such
standards shall include criteria under which the corporation
shal | fay contract with nore than one provider of health care
services in programsites. Health plans shall be sel ected
through a conpetitive bid process. The selection of health

pl ans shall be based primarily on quality criteria established
by the board. The health plan selection criteria and scoring
system and the scoring results, shall be avail able upon
request for inspection after the bids have been awarded;

10. 1 Devel op and inplenment a plan to publicize the
Florida Healthy Kids Corporation, the eligibility requirenents
of the program and the procedures for enrollnent in the
program and to nmai ntain public awareness of the corporation
and the program

11. 2+ Secure staff necessary to properly adm nister
the corporation. Staff costs shall be funded from state and
recat—matehing funds and such other private or public funds as
becone avail able. The board of directors shall deternine the
nunber of staff nenbers necessary to adm nister the
cor porati on;

12. 33— As appropriate, enter into contracts with |oca
school boards or other agencies to provide onsite infornmation
enrol | rent, and other services necessary to the operation of
t he corporati on;

13. ¥4 Provide a report on an annual basis to the
Governor, |nsurance Conm ssioner, Conm ssioner of Education
Senate President, Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
Mnority Leaders of the Senate and the House of
Repr esent ati ves;

15— Faech—fiscal—year—estabH-sh—amaximmnurber—of

- I ’ de—basis—w "
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14. 36— Establish eligibility criteria, prenmum and

cost-sharing requirenents, and benefit packages which conform
to the provisions of the Florida Kidcare program as created
in ss. 409.810-409. 820.

Section 6. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.

Rk S R R Rk kR Rk S bk I Rk I S

LEG SLATI VE SUMVARY

Renoves provisions relating to periodic open enroll nent
under the Medikids progra and provi des_tor Year-round
enrollment until the enrollnment ceiling is net. Provides
for assignnent of applicants to a nanaged care plan or
Medi Pass, under descri bed circunstanceS. Provides for
establ i shment of a statewi de enrol I nent ceiling under the
Florida Kidcare program Provides eligibility tnder the
Florida Kidcare programfor certain immgrant children
based on famly Incone. Provides for covéerage of such .
chil dren using state funds onl Provides for eligibility
redeterm nati ons after 12 nonths, rather than 6 nbnths,

for certain children under the Kidcare and Medi caid
p{pgrans, and provi des for P&esunptlve_wbdlcald
e

igibility for certain children, Provides for year-round
enr ol | ment “on _a space-avail abl e basjs under the  Florida
Heal thy Kids Corporation program Elimnates corporation
authority to establish |ocal "matching fund requirenents
for supplenental participation in thé program
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