Florida Senate - 1999 SB 2534
By Senator Dawson-Wite

30-1527-99

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to legal inmmgrants; anending

3 ss. 409.814, 414.095, 414.31, F.S.; creating s.

4 409.9041, F.S.; providing for certain children

5 who are ineligible under Medicaid and Title XXl

6 to be enrolled in Florida Kidcare and to

7 receive state funds; providing for state-only

8 payrment for a Medical Assistance Program for

9 certain immgrants; redefining the terns

10 "qualified noncitizen" and "nonqualified

11 noncitizen"; providing for a state food stanp

12 program for certain needy |legal inmgrants;

13 providing an effective date.

14

15| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

16

17 Section 1. Subsection (4) of section 409.814, Florida
18 | Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended, and subsection (7) is
19 | added to that section, to read:
20 409.814 Eligibility.--A child whose fanily incone is
21| equal to or below 200 percent of the federal poverty level is
22 | eligible for the Florida Kidcare programas provided in this
23| section. In deternmining the eligibility of such a child, an
24 | assets test is not required.
25 (4) The following children are not eligible to receive
26 | prem um assi stance for health benefits coverage under ss.
27 | 409. 810-409. 820, except under Medicaid if the child would have
28 | been eligible for Medicaid under s. 409.903 or s. 409.904 as
29 | of June 1, 1997:
30
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(a) Achild who is eligible for coverage under a state
health benefit plan on the basis of a famly nenber's
enpl oynent with a public agency in the state;
(b) A child who is covered under a group health
benefit plan or under other health insurance coverage,
excl udi ng coverage provided under the Florida Healthy Kids
Corporation as established under s. 624.91
(c) Achild who is seeking prenium assi stance for
enpl oyer - sponsored group coverage, if the child has been
covered by the sane enployer's group coverage during the 6
nmonths prior to the famly's submitting an application for
determination of eligibility under the Florida Kidcare
program or
" REDWON Heen—t I I I
et it F Hfiee—atien—i I . I ;
(d)fey Achild who is an inmate of a public
institution or a patient in an institution for nental
di seases.
(7) Children who are ineligible for federal funding

under Medicaid and Title XXI due to their inmigration status

shall be enrolled in the appropriate Kidcare program based on

the famly incone, and their coverage nust be provided by

state-only funds.
Section 2. Section 409.9041, Florida Statutes is
created to read

409.9041 Optional state-only paynent for |ega

i migrants.--The state shall establish a Medical Assistance

Program for those persons who are not eligible for federal

Medi caid benefits or Title XXI solely due to their inmgration

status but whose inmigration status neets the eligibility

2
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1| criteria of the Medicaid programwhich were in effect on

2 | August 21, 1996.

3 Section 3. Subsection (3) of section 414.095, Florida
4| Statutes. 1998 Supplenent, is anended to read:

5 414.095 Deternmining eligibility for the WAGES

6| Program - -

7 (3) ELIGBILITY FOR NONCI Tl ZENS. -- A "qualified

8 | noncitizen" is an individual who is lawfully present in the

9| United States as defined by the Attorney CGeneral, including,
10| but not linmted to, an applicant for asylum a parolee, a

11 | refugee, or one who is granted asylum under ss. 207 and 208 of
12 | the Immigration and Nationality Act, an alien whose

13 | deportation is withheld under s. 243(h) of the Immgration and
14 | Nationality Act, or an alien who has been adnmtted as a

15 | permanent resident and neets specific criteria under federa

16 | law. In addition, a "qualified noncitizen" includes an

17 | i ndi vidual who has been battered or subject to extrene cruelty
18 in the United States by a spouse or a parent, and has applied
19 | for or received protection under the federal Violence Agai nst
20 | Wonen Act of 1994, Pub. L. No. 103-322, if the need for

21| benefits is related to the abuse. A "nonqualified noncitizen"
22| is a nonimmgrant alien, including a tourist, business

23| visitor, foreign student, exchange visitor, tenporary worker,
24 | or dipl omat. o6 = i - =

25 | an—inti-vi-duat—pareted—into—the—United—States—fortess—than—1
26 | year—A qualified noncitizen who is otherwi se eligible my

27 | receive tenporary cash assistance to the extent permtted by
28 | federal or state law. The incone or resources of a sponsor and
29 | the sponsor's spouse shall be included in deternining

30| eligibility to the maxi num extent pernitted by federal |aw.
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(a) Achild borninthe United States to an illegal or
ineligible alien is eligible for tenporary cash assi stance
under this chapter if the famly neets all eligibility
requi rements.

(b) If the parent may legally work in this country,
the parent nust participate in the work activity requirenents
provided in s. 414.065, to the extent pernitted under federa
| aw.

(c) The departnent shall participate in the Systenmatic
Alien Verification for Entitlenments Program (SAVE) established
by the United States Immgration and Naturalization Service in
order to verify the validity of docunments provided by aliens
and to verify an alien's eligibility.

(d) The incone of an illegal alien or ineligible
alien, less a pro rata share for the illegal alien or
ineligible alien, counts in deternmining a famly's eligibility
to participate in the program

(e) The entire assets of an ineligible alien or a
di squalified individual who is a mandatory nenber of a fanmly
shall be included in determining the fanily's eligibility.

Section 4. Subsection (3) is added to section 414.31
Fl orida Statutes, to read

414.31 State agency for administering federal food
stanp program - -

(3) The departnent shall operate a state food stanp

programto provide benefits to needy |legal inmigrants who were
lawfully residing in the United States on August 22, 1996, and
who are ineligible for federal food stanps under section 402

of the Personal Responsibility and Wrk Opportunity

Reconciliation Act of 1996, Pub. L. No. 104-193, as anended,

and who neet the definitions of the terns "child" or "elderly"
4
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which are set forth in the federal Food Stanp Act. Benefits

nust be provided at the sanme | evel as those provi ded under the

federal food stanp program
Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Provi des for state-funded nedi cal assistance and food
stanps.to be provided to certain legal immgrants who are
ineligible for conparabl e federal aSsistance.
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