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Florida Senate - 1999 SB 2548
By Senator King

8- 1808- 99 See HB
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to enterprise zones; creating
s. 290.0069, F.S.; directing the Ofice of
Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent to
designate a pilot project area within an
enterprise zone; providing qualifications for
such area; providing that certain businesses in
such area are eligible for credits against the
tax on sal es, use, and other transacti ons and
corporate incone tax; providing for conputation
of such credits; providing application
procedures and requirenents; providing
rul emaki ng authority; requiring a review and
report by the O fice of Program Policy Analysis
and Governnent Accountability; providing for
future repeal and revocation of such
desi gnation; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 290.0069, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
290. 0069 Designation of enterprise zone pilot project

ar ea. - -
(1) The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic

Devel opnent shall designate one pilot project area within one

state enterprise zone. The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and

Econoni c Devel opnent shall select a pilot project area by July

1, 1999, which neets the followi ng qualifications:
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(a) The area is contained within an enterprise zone

that is conposed of one contiguous area and is placed in the
category delineated in s. 290.0065(3)(a)l.
(b) The local governnent having jurisdiction over the

enterprise zone grants econom ¢ devel opnent ad val oremtax

exenptions in the enterprise zone pursuant to s. 196.1995, and

el ectrical energy public service tax exenptions pursuant to s.
166.231(8).
(c) The local governnent having jurisdiction over the

enterprise zone has developed a plan for revitalizing the

pilot project area or for revitalizing an area within the

enterprise zone that contains the pilot project area, and has

conmitted at least $5 nillion to redevelop an area including

the pilot project area.

(d) The pilot project area is contiguous and is

limted to no nore than 70 acres, or equival ent square mles,

to avoid a dilution of additional state assistance and

effectively concentrate these additional resources on

revitalizing the acute area of econonic distress.

(e) The pilot project area contains a diverse cluster

or grouping of facilities or space for a nmx of retail,

restaurant, or service related busi nesses necessary to an

overall revitalization of surroundi ng nei ghborhoods through

communi ty involverment, investnent, and enhancenent of

enpl oynent mar ket s.

(2)(a) Beginning Decenber 1, 1999, no nore than four

busi nesses located within the pilot project area are eligible

for a credit against any tax due for a taxable year under
chapters 212 and 220.
(b) The credit shall be conputed as $5,000 tines the
nunber of full-tine enpl oyees of the business and $2,500 tines
2
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t he nunber of part-tinme enpl oyees of the business. For

pur poses of this section, a person shall be deened to be

enpl oyed by such a business on a full-tinme basis if the person

perforns duties in connection with the operations of the

busi ness for an average of at |east 36 hours per week each

nonth, or on a part-tine basis if the person is perforning

such duties for an average of at |east 20 hours per week each

nont h t hroughout the year. The person nust be perform ng such

duties at a business site located in the pilot project area.

(c) The total anmpbunt of tax credits that nmay be

granted under this section is $1 million annually. In the

event the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econoni c Devel opnent

receives applications that total nore than $1 nmllion in any

year, the director shall prorate the anbunt of tax credit each

applicant is eligible to receive to ensure that all eligible

applicants receive a tax credit.

(d) In order to be eligible to apply to the Ofice of

Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent for tax credits under

this section a business nust:

1. Have entered into a contract with the devel oper of

the diverse cluster or grouping of facilities or space |ocated

in the pilot project area, governing | ease of commercial space

ina facility.

2. Have commenced operations in the facility after
July 1, 1999, and before July 1, 2000.
3. Be a business predoninantly engaged in activities

usual ly provided for consideration by firns cl assified under

the Standard Industrial Cassification Manual |ndustry Nunber
5311, Industry Number 5399, or |ndustry Nunber 7832.
(e) Al applications for the granting of the tax

credits all owed under this section shall require the prior
3
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approval of the director of the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and

Econoni c Devel opnent. The director shall establish one

submttal date each year for the receipt of applications for

such tax credits.

(f) Any business wishing to receive tax credits

pursuant to this section nust subnit an application to the

O fice of Tourism Trade, and Econoni c Devel opnment which sets

forth the busi ness nane and address and the nunber of

enpl oyees of the business.

(g) The decision of the director shall be in witing,

and, if approved, the application shall state the nmaxi num

credits allowable to the business. A copy of the decision

shall be transmtted to the executive director of the

Departnent of Revenue, who shall apply such credits to the tax

[iabilities of the business firm

(h) |If any credit granted pursuant to this section is

not fully used in any one year because of insufficient tax

liability on the part of the business, the unused anount nmy

be carried forward for a period not to exceed 5 years.

(4) The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic

Devel opnent is authorized to adopt all rules necessary to

admi nister this section, including rules for the approval or

di sapproval of applications for tax incentives by busi nesses.

(5) The Departnent of Revenue shall adopt any rul es

necessary to ensure the orderly inplenentation and

adm ni stration of this section.

(6) For purposes of this section, "business" and

t axabl e year" shall have the sane neaning as in s. 220.03.

(7) Prior to the 2001 Regul ar Session of the
Legislature, the Ofice of Program Policy Analysis and

Governnent Accountability shall review and eval uate the
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ef fectiveness and viability of the pilot project area created

under this section, using the research design prescribed

pursuant to s. 290.015. The office shall specifically eval uate

whet her relief fromcertain taxes i nduced new i nvest nent and

devel opnent in the area, increased the nunber of jobs created

or retained in the area, induced the renovation

rehabilitation, restoration, inprovenent, or new construction

of busi nesses or housing within the area, and contributed to

the econonic viability and profitability of business and

commerce |located within the area. The office shall submt a

report of its findings and reconmendations to the Speaker of

t he House of Representatives and the President of the Senate

no later than January 15, 2001

(8) This section shall stand repeal ed on June 30,

2015, and any designati on nade pursuant to this section shal

be revoked on that date.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Directs the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econom c

Devel opnment to designate a pilot project area within an
enterprise zone and specifies qualifications such area
nmust neet. Provides that up to four businesses within
such area are eligible for credits against the sales tax
and corporate incone tax, conputed on the basis of the
number of enpl oyees of the business. Limts the ampunt. of

such credits to"$1 mllion annually. Provides eligibility
requi renments for such businesses and application

requi rements and procedures. Requires a review and report
by the Ofice of Program Policy Analysis and Gover nment
Accountability. Provides for revocation of such
designation inh 2015.
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