CS/ HB 259, First Engrossed

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to school readiness; creating

3 s. 411.01, F.S.; providing legislative intent;

4 providing definitions; creating the State

5 School Readi ness Governi ng Board; providing

6 nmenber ship requirenents, neeting requirenents,

7 public records requirenents, and

8 responsibilities and duties of the governing

9 board; authorizing the governing board to adopt
10 rules; providing eligibility requirenents for
11 t he school readi ness program requiring
12 perfornmance standards and outcone neasures
13 devel oped and approved by the governing board
14 to neet certain guidelines; providing for the
15 establ i shment of a school readiness coalition
16 in each county; providing nenbership of the
17 coalitions; providing for inplenentation and
18 phasi ng-in of the school readiness program
19 requiring the devel opnent of a plan; providing
20 for exceptions to law, providing for coalition
21 initiation grants; providing incentive bonuses
22 providing for the funding of the schoo
23 readi ness program requiring each coalition to
24 devel op a rei nbursenent rate schedule for al
25 prograns funded by the coalition; providing
26 requi rements for school readi ness agents;
27 providing for parental choice with respect to
28 child care arrangenents and paynents; requiring
29 t he governing board to adopt an electronic
30 funds transfer system requiring the Ofice of
31 Program Pol i cy Anal ysis and Gover nnent
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1 Accountability to provide consultation and

2 assess outcones; requiring each coalition to

3 conduct an annual evaluation and subnit a

4 report to the governing board and requiring an

5 annual report by the governing board that

6 i ncludes coalition report information; creating

7 s. 229.567, F.S.; requiring the Departnment of

8 Education to require use by the schoo

9 districts of a school readi ness screening
10 system adopt ed by the governing board; anendi ng
11 s. 216.136, F.S.; creating the School Readi ness
12 Program Esti mati ng Conference; requiring the
13 conference to develop information relating to
14 school readi ness prograns; specifying the
15 principals of the conference; anending s.
16 414.026, F.S.; adding the chair of the State
17 School Readi ness Governing Board to the WAGES
18 Program State Board of Directors; anending s.
19 624.91, F.S.; requiring the Florida Healthy
20 Ki ds Corporation to work cooperatively with the
21 State School Readi ness CGoverni ng Board;
22 anending s. 240.115, F.S.; requiring the
23 Articulation Coordinating Conmittee to
24 establish a career path for schoo
25 readi ness-rel at ed professions; authorizing the
26 CGovernor to transfer funds; authorizing the
27 State School Readi ness CGoverning Board to make
28 staffing recomendati ons; authorizing the
29 Inter-University Consortiumon Child and Famly
30 Studi es to design and devel op the concept for a
31
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child care and devel opnent center; providing an
ef fective date.

VWHEREAS, the voters of the State of Florida, in the
Novenber 1998 General El ection, anended Section 1 of Article
| X of the State Constitution to state that it is "a paranount
duty of the state to nmake adequate provision for the education
of all children residing within its borders," and

WHEREAS, the Legislature recogni zes the primcy of
parents as their children's first teachers and the inportance
of children entering the education systemready to |earn, and

WHEREAS, the Legislature seeks to assist parents by
providing opportunities for the state's at-risk
bi rt h-to-ki ndergarten popul ati on to enhance their chances for
educati onal success by participating in quality schoo
readi ness prograns that can better prepare themfor school
NOW THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 411.01, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

411.01 School readi ness program --

(1) LEG SLATIVE | NTENT. - -

(a) The Legislature recogni zes that school readi ness

prograns increase children's chances of achieving future

educati onal success and becom ng productive nenbers of

society. It is the intent of the Legislature that such

prograns be devel opnental ly appropriate, research-based

i nvolve parents as their child's first teacher, serve as

preventive neasures for children at risk of future schoo

3
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1| failure, enhance the educational readiness of eligible
2| children, and support fanmily educati on. Each school readi ness
3| program shall provide the el enents necessary to prepare
4| at-risk children for school, including health screening and
5| referral and an appropriate educati onal program
6 (b) It is the intent of the Legislature that schoo
7 | readi ness prograns be operated on a full-day, year-round basis
8| to the maxi num extent possible to enable parents to work and
9 | becone financially self-sufficient.
10 (c) It is the intent of the Legislature that schoo
11 | readi ness prograns not exist as isolated programs, but build
12 | upon existing services and work in cooperation with other
13 | prograns for young children, and that school readi ness
14 | prograns be coordi nated and funding integrated to achieve ful
15 | ef fectiveness.
16 (d) It is the intent of the Legislature that the
17 | i npl enentati on of a school readi ness program be phased in on a
18 | county-hby-county basis. Each coalition's school readiness
19 | program shall have available to it funding fromall the
20| county's publicly funded early education and child care
21 | prograns, including Florida First Start prograns, Even-Start
22 | literacy prograns, prekindergarten early intervention
23 | prograns, Head Start prograns, prograns offered by public and
24 | private providers of child care, mgrant prekindergarten
25| prograns, Title | prograns, subsidized child care prograns,
26 | teen parent prograns, and other services, together with any
27 | additional funds appropriated or obtained for purposes of this
28 | section, and these prograns and services shall be a part of
29 | the coalition's integrated school readi ness program
30 (e) It is the intent of the Legislature that the
31| adninistrative staff at the state |level for school readiness
4
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prograns be kept to the mninmum necessary to carry out the

duties of the State School Readi ness Governing Board, as the

school readi ness prograns are to be |locally designed,

operated, and nanaged, with the State School Readi ness

Governi ng Board adopting a system for neasuring schoo

r eadi ness; devel opi ng school readi ness program perfornmance

st andar ds, outcone neasurenents, and data design and review,

and approving and review ng | ocal school readiness coalitions

and pl ans.
(f) It is the intent of the Legislature that

appropriations for conbi ned school readiness prograns shal

not be less than the prograns would receive in any fiscal year

on an unconbi ned basi s.

(g) It is the intent of the Legislature that the

school readi ness program coordi nate and operate in conjunction

with the district school systens. However, it is also the

intent of the Legislature that the school readi ness program

not be construed as part of the systemof free public schools

but rather as a separate programfor children under the age of

ki ndergarten eligibility, funded separately fromthe system of

free public schools, utilizing a nandatory sliding fee scal e,

and providing an integrated and seanl ess system of schoo

readi ness services for the state's birth-to-kindergarten

popul ati on.
(h) It is the intent of the Legislature that the
federal child care incone tax credit be preserved for schoo

r eadi ness prograns.
(2) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this section, the term
(a) "Governing board" neans the State School Readiness

Gover ni ng Boar d.

5
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(b) "Coalition" neans a Local School Readi ness
Coalition.
(c) "Plan" neans a coalition's school readi ness

program i npl enentati on pl an.
(3) STATE SCHOOL READI NESS GOVERNI NG BOARD. - - The State
School Readi ness Governing Board is established in the

Executive Ofice of the Governor

(a) The governing board shall consist of:

1. The Lieutenant Governor, or his or her designee.

2. The Secretary of the Departnent of Children and

Fam |y Servi ces.

3. The Comm ssi oner of Education, or his or her

desi ghee.

4. The chair of the WAGES Program State Board of
Directors.

5. The Secretary of Health.

6. The chair of the Child Care Executive Partnership
Boar d.

7. Five nenbers appointed by the Governor. Four of

the Governor's appointees shall be appointed froma list of

si x nonmi nees, of which three have been submitted by the

Presi dent of the Senate, and three have been subnitted by the

Speaker of the House of Representatives. Menbers shall be

appointed to 4-year terns of office. However, of the initial

appoi ntees, one shall be appointed to a 1-year term one shal

be appointed to a 2-year term two shall be appointed to

3-year terns, and one shall be appointed to a 4-year term Any

vacancy on the governing board shall be filled in the sane

manner as the original appointnent.
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The appoi nted nenbers shall be business, community, and civic

| eaders in the state who are not elected to public office and

who are not providers of early education or child care. The

nenbers nust be geographically and denographically

representative of the state. The Governor shall select a chair

and a vice chair, and shall appoint an executive director, who

is responsible for other staff authorized by the governing

boar d.

(b) For purposes of adnministration of the Federa
Child Care and Devel opnent Fund, 45 C.F.R Parts 98 and 99,
t he governing board may be designated by the Governor as the

Lead Agency, and if so designated shall conply with the Lead

Agency responsibilities pursuant to federal |aw

Additionally, the governing board shall establish a reading

and literacy partnership with the Governor, the Conm ssi oner

of Education, the chairs and ranking mnority nenbers of the

appropriate Senate and House education conmittees, and the

coalitions for purposes of receiving federal Reading

Excel | ence Act grants, and shall nake every attenpt to draw

down all avail abl e rel evant federal funds.

(c) The governing board shall neet quarterly and nay

neet as often as it deens necessary to carry out its duties

and responsibilities. Menbers of the governing board shal

participate without proxy at the quarterly neetings. The

governi ng board nmay take official action by a majority vote of

the nmenbers present at any neeting at which a quorumis

present. The governing board shall hold its first neeting by
Cctober 1, 1999.
(d) Menbers of the governing board are subject to the

ethics provisions in part Il of chapter 112, and no nenber

7
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may derive any financial benefit fromthe funds adnini stered

by the governi ng board.

(e) Menbers of the governing board shall serve wi thout

conpensation but are entitled to rei nbursement for per diem

and travel expenses incurred in the performance of their

duties as provided in s. 112.061, and rei nbursenent for other

reasonabl e, necessary, and actual expenses.

(f) For the purposes of tort liability, the nenbers of

t he governing board and its enpl oyees shall be governed by s.
768. 28.
(g) The governing board shall

1. Be responsible for the prudent use of all public

and private funds in accordance with all | egal and contractua

requi rements.

2. Provide final approval and periodic review of

coalitions and pl ans.

3. Provide | eadership for enhancenent of schoo

readiness in this state by aggressively establishing a unified

approach to the state's efforts toward enhancenent of schoo

readi ness. |In support of this effort, the governing board nay

devel op and i npl ement specific strategies that address the

state's school readi ness prograns, and nay nake

reconmendations to the appropriate oversight entity to nove

agency staff fromother state agenci es.

4., Seek the npst strategic use of federal, state,

| ocal, and private resources to nmaxinze the effectiveness of

school readi ness prograns.

5. Adopt a system for neasuring school readiness that

provi des objective data regardi ng the expectati ons for schoo

readi ness, and establish a nethod for collecting the data and

gui delines for using the data. The neasurenent, the data

8
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collection, and the use of the data nust serve the statew de

school readiness goal. The criteria for deternining which data

to collect should be the useful ness of the data to state

policynakers and | ocal program adninistrators in admnistering

prograns and al l ocating state funds, and nust include the

tracki ng of school readi ness systeminformati on back to

i ndi vi dual school readi ness prograns to assist in determning

program effectiveness. The governing board shall al so adopt a

system for evaluating the performance of students through the

third grade to conpare the performance of those who

participated in school readiness prograns with the perfornmance

of students who did not participate in school readiness

prograns in order to identify strategies for continued

successful student perfornance.

6. Devel op and adopt perfornmance standards and out cone

neasures which neet the requirenents of subsection (5).

7.a. Use the resources and capabilities of the State

University System and the Division of Community Colleges in

i mprovi ng school readiness prograns, including establishing a

career path for enployees in school readi ness professions that

| eads fromentry-1level enploynent to a bachelor's degree. The

State University System and the Division of Conmmunity Coll eges

shal | assi st and support the governing board and the

coalitions in utilizing existing resources.

b. 1In consultation with the Postsecondary Education

Pl anni ng Conmi ssi on and the Educati on Standards Conmi ssion

assess the expertise of public and private Florida

postsecondary institutions in the areas of infant and toddl er

devel opnental research; the related curriculum of training,

career, and academ c prograns; and the status of articul ation

anong those prograns. Based on this assessnent, the governing

9
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board shall provide recomendations to the Governor and the

Legi sl ature for postsecondary program i nprovenents to enhance

school readiness initiatives.

(h) The governing board nmay adopt rul es necessary to

admi ni ster the provisions of this section which relate to

preparing and i npl enenting the systemfor school readi ness,

collecting data, approving | ocal school readiness coalitions

and pl ans, providing a nethod whereby a coalition can serve

two or nore counties, awarding i ncentives to coalitions, and

i Ssui ng wai vers

(i) The governing board shall recomend to the

Governor, the Conm ssioner of Education, and the State Board

of Education rules, and revisions or repeal of rules, which

woul d increase the effectiveness of prograns that prepare

children for school

(j) The governing board shall submit an annual report

of its activities to the Governor, the executive director of
the Florida Healthy Kids Corporation, the President of the
Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the

mnority |l eaders of both houses of the Legislature. In

addi tion, the governing board's reports and recommendati ons

shall be nade available to the State Board of Educati on, other

appropriate state agencies and entities, district schoo

boards, central agencies for child care, and county public

health units. The annual report nust provide an anal ysis of

school readiness activities across the state, including the

nunber of children who were served in the prograns and the

nunber of children who were ready for school. The annua

report shall be subnitted in a tinefrane that summari zes the

coalition reports pursuant to subsection (13) and the work of

t he School Readi ness Program Estimati ng Conference.

10
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(k) The governing board shall work with schoo

readi ness coalitions to increase parents' training for and

i nvolvenent in their children's preschool education and to

provide fanmily literacy activities and prograns.
(4) PROGRAM ELIABILITY.--The school readi ness program
shal |l be established for children under the age of

ki ndergarten eligibility. Priority for participation in the

school readi ness programshall be given to children who neet

one or nore of the following criteria:

(a) Children under the age of kindergarten eligibility

who are:
1. Children determned to be at risk of abuse,

negl ect, or exploitation and who are currently clients of the

Children and Family Services Program O fice of the Departnent

of Children and Fanily Services.

2. Children at risk of welfare dependency, including

econom cal |l y di sadvantaged children, children of participants

in the WAGES program children of migrant farmwrkers, and

children of teen parents.

3. Children of working famlies whose fanily i ncone

does not exceed 150 percent of the federal poverty |evel.

(b) Three-year-old children and 4-year-old children

who may not be economically di sadvant aged but who have

disabilities, have been served in a specific part-tine or

conbi nati on of part-tine exceptional education prograns with

requi red special services, aids, or equi pnent, and were

previously reported for funding part tine with the Florida

Educati on Fi nance Program as exceptional students.

(c) Econonically disadvantaged children, children with

disabilities, and children at risk of future school failure,

frombirth to 4 years of age, who are served at hone through

11
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hone visitor prograns and intensive parent education prograns

such as the Florida First Start Program

(d) Children who neet federal and state requirenents

for eligibility for the mgrant preschool program but who do

not neet the criteria of economcally di sadvant aged.

An "econonical ly di sadvantaged" child neans a child whose

famly incone is bel ow 150 percent of the federal poverty

| evel. Notwithstandi ng any change in a famly's econom ¢

status, but subject to additional famly contributions in

accordance with the sliding fee scale, a child who neets the

eligibility requirenents upon initial registration for the

program shall be considered eligible until the child reaches

ki ndergarten age.
(5) STANDARDS; OUTCOVE MEASURES. - -
(a) Al publicly funded school readi ness prograns

shall be required to neet the performance standards and

out cone neasures devel oped and approved by the governing

board. The Ofice of Program Policy Anal ysis and Gover nnment

Accountability shall provide consultation to the governing

board in the devel opnent of the neasures and standards. These

perfornmance standards and outcone neasures shall be applicable

on a state-w de basis and nust:

1. Help prepare preschool children to enter

ki ndergarten ready to |l earn, as neasured by a nethodol ogy

adopted by the governing board with i nput fromthe Depart nent

of Educati on.

2. Provide extended-day services and extended-year

servi ces when needed.

3. Include a staff devel opnent plan to ensure that the

program has qualified professionals.

12
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1 4. Provide for expanded access to community services
2| and resources, including adult literacy assistance, to help

3| famlies achieve econonic self-sufficiency.

4 5. Provide for a sinplified point of entry and unified
5| waiting list.

6 6. As long as funding or eligible popul ati ons do not
7 | decrease, serve at |least as many children as were served prior
8| to inplenentation of the program

9 7. Establish a conmunity plan to address the needs of
10 all eligible children

11 8. Meet all state licensing guidelines, where

12 | appli cabl e.

13 9. Assess the devel opnental status of each child upon
14 ) the child's entry into a school readi ness program and exit

15| fromthe programfor the purpose of assisting program

16 | ef fecti veness deterni nations.

17

18 | The governi ng board shall devel op a phase-in schedul e t hrough
19 | which all publicly funded school readi ness progranms shall be
20 | neasured by these perfornmance standards.
21 (b) Al publicly funded school readi ness prograns
22 | shall be required to inplenent a conprehensive program of
23| children and fanmily services that will enhance the cognitive,
24 | social, and physical devel opnent of children to achieve the
25 | performance standards and outcone neasures specified in
26 | paragraph (a).
27 (6) LOCAL SCHOOL READI NESS CQALI TI ONS. - -
28 (a) Each coalition shall consist of at |east 14
29 | nenbers but not nore than 21 nenbers, including the foll ow ng
30| local officials:
31

13
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1 1. The Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services

2| district adnministrator or his or her deputy or the equival ent.
3 2. The district superintendent of schools or his or

4 | her deputy or the equivalent.

5 3. The regional workforce devel opnent board chair or
6| director, where applicable.

7 4. The county health departnent director or his or her
8 | desi gnee.

9 5. The Children's Services Council chair or executive
10| director, if applicable.

11 6. The child care licensing agency head.

12 7. Two nenbers appoi nted by the Departnent of Children
13 ] and Fanily Services district adninistrator.

14 8. Two nenbers appointed by the board of county

15 | conmi ssi oners.

16 9. Two nenbers appointed by the district school board.
17 10. The central child care agency adm ni strator

18 11. Head Start director or directors.

19 12. Up to 7 additional nenbers appointed by the
20| coalition.
21 (b) No nenber of a coalition may appoint a designee to
22| act in his or her place. A nenber who is unable to attend may
23| send a representative to coalition neetings, but that
24 | representative will have no voting privil eges.
25 (c) Menbers of the coalition are subject to the ethics
26 | provisions in part |IIl of chapter 112.
27 (d) Milticounty coalitions shall include
28 | representation fromeach county.
29 (7) 1| MPLEMENTATI ON; PHASI NG I N OF PROGRAM EXCEPTI ONS
30| TO LAW - -
31

14
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(a) The school readiness programis to be phased-in as

prescribed by the procedures for inplenentation provided in

this subsection and subsection (8). Until the coalition

i nplements its plan, the county shall continue to receive the

services identified in paragraph (1)(d) through the various

agenci es that woul d be responsible for delivering those

services under current | aw

(b) In order to obtain plan approval by the governing

board, the coalition nust subnit to the governing board a plan

that includes strategies to neet the requirenents of this

section, including:

1. Specific eligibility priorities for children within

the coalition's county pursuant to subsection (4).

2. Per f ormance standards and out cone nmeasures

establ i shed by the governing board or alternatively, standards

and out cone neasures to be used until such tine as the

gover ni ng board adopts such standards and outcone neasures.

3. Reinbursenent rates that have been devel oped by the

coalition.
4, A sliding fee scale establishing a copaynent for

parents based on their ability to pay, which is the sane for

all program providers, to be inplenented and reflected in each

program s budget.

5. Systens support services, including a centra

agency, child care resource and referral, eligibility

determ nations, training of providers, and parent support and

i nvol venment .

0. Di rect enhancenent services to famlies and

chil dren. System support and direct enhancenent services shal

be in addition to paynents for the placenent of children in

school readi ness prograns.

15

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNERPLO O N D WwNPRER O

CS/ HB 259, First Engrossed

7. A business plan, which nust include the contract

with a school readiness agent if the coalition is not a

legally established corporate entity. Coalitions may contract

with other coalitions to achieve efficiency in nmultiple-county

services, and such contracts nmay be part of the coalition's

busi ness pl an.

8. Strategies to neet the needs of uni que popul ations,

such as nigrant workers.

As part of the plan, the coalition may request the Governor to

apply for a waiver to allow the county to adm nister the Head

Start Programto acconplish the purposes of the schoo

readi ness program |f any school readiness plan can

denonstrate that specific statutory goals can be achi eved nore

effectively by using procedures that require nodification of

existing rules, policies, or procedures, a request for a

wai ver to the governing board may be made as part of the plan

Upon review, the governing board nay grant the proposed

nodi fi cati on.

(c) The coalition may not inplenment its plan until it

submits the plan to and receives approval fromthe governing

board. Once the plan has been approved, the plan and the

servi ces provided under the plan shall be controlled by the

coalition rather than by the state agencies or departnents.

The plan shall be reviewed and revised as necessary, but not

| ess than every 3 years.

(d) Upon approval by the governing board of a

coalition's plan that adequately addresses the substance of

the following item zed statutes, the provisions of this

section shall supersede and prevail over ss. 125.901(2)(a)3.
228.061(1) and (2), 230.2303, 230.2305, 230.2306, 230.23166,

16
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232.01(1)(a)3., 402.3015, 411.204, 411.221, 411.222, 411.223,
and 411.232.
(e) Two or nore counties may join for the purpose of

pl anni ng and i npl enenting a school readi ness program

(f) A coalition may, subject to approval of the

governi ng board as part of the coalition's plan, receive

subsi di zed child care funds for all children eligible for any

federal subsidized child care program and be the provider of

t he program servi ces.

(g) Coalitions are authorized to enter into nultiparty

contracts with statewi de service providers in order to neet

t he needs of uni que popul ati ons such as m grant worKkers.
(8) COALITION I NITIATI ON GRANTS; | NCENTI VE BONUSES. - -
(a)l. Coalitions that are approved by the governing
board by Decenber 1, 1999, shall be eligible for a $50, 000
initiation grant to support the coalition in developing its

pl an.

2. Coalitions that are approved by the governing board
by March 1, 2000, shall be eligible for a $25,000 initiation
grant to support the coalition in developing its plan

3. Funds appropriated for coalition initiation grants

shall be allocated on a first-cone first-served basis.

(b) Coalitions that have their plans approved by March

1, 2000, shall receive funding fromthe governing board in

fiscal year 2000-2001, and each year thereafter

(c) Upon the governing board' s approval of any

coalition's plan that clearly shows enhancenent in the quality

and standards of the school readi ness program wi t hout

di m ni shing the nunber of children served in the program the

governi ng board shall award the coalition an incentive bonus

on a per-child-served basis, subject to appropriation
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1 (d) In fiscal year 2000-2001, and each year
2| thereafter, any increases in funding for school readi ness
3| prograns shall be administered through the coalitions.
4 (e) In fiscal year 2001-2002, the governing board
5| shall request proposals from government agencies and nonprofit
6 | corporations for the devel opnent and operation of a coalition
7]in each county that does not have an approved coalition by
8| March 1, 2001, unless the county has requested and been
9| granted a wai ver by the governing board for good cause.
10 (9) FUNDI NG SCHOO. READI NESS PROGRAM - -
11 (a) It is the intent of this section to establish an
12 | integrated and quality seaml ess service delivery systemfor
13 ] all publicly funded early education and child care prograns
14 | operating in this state.
15 (b) Al state funds budgeted for a county for the
16 | prograns specified in paragraph (1)(d), along with the pro
17 | rata share of the state administrative costs of those
18 | prograns, all federal funds and required | ocal matching funds
19| for a county for prograns specified in paragraph (1)(d), and
20 | any additional funds appropriated or obtained for purposes of
21| this section, shall be transferred for the benefit of the
22 | coalition for inplenentation of its plan, including the hiring
23| of staff to effectively operate the coalition's schoo
24 | readi ness program As part of plan approval and periodic plan
25| review, the governing board shall require that adm nistrative
26 | costs be kept to the mini num necessary for efficient and
27 | effective adninistration of the plan.
28 (c) By February 15, 2000, the governing board shal
29 | present to the Legi sl ature reconmendati ons for conbining
30| funding streanms for school readiness prograns into a Schoo
31 | Readi ness Trust Fund. These recommendati ons nust include

18
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recommendati ons for the inclusion or noninclusion of

preki ndergarten disabilities prograns and fundi ng.

(d) The governing board shall annually distribute al

eligible funds as block grants to assist coalitions in

integrating services and funding to develop a quality service

delivery system Subject to appropriation, the governing board

may al so provide financial awards to coalitions denpnstrating

success in nmerging and integrating funding streans to serve

chil dren and school readi ness prograns.

(e) State funds appropriated for the school readi ness

program nay not be used for the construction of new facilities

or the purchase of buses. By February 15, 2000, the governing

board shall present to the Legislature recomendati ons for

provi di ng necessary transportation services for schoo

r eadi ness prograns.

(f) Al cost savings and all revenues received through

a mandatory sliding fee scale shall be used to help fund the

| ocal school readi ness program
(10) REI MBURSEMENT RATE. - -Each coalition shall devel op
a reinbursenent rate schedul e that enconpasses all prograns

funded by that coalition. The rei nbursenent rate schedul e nmust

take into consideration the relevant nmarket rate and nust

i nclude the projected nunber of children to be served and nust

be subnitted to the governing board for information
(11) REQUI REMENTS RELATI NG TO SCHOOL READI NESS
AGENTS. --1f the coalition is not a legally established

corporate entity, the coalition nust designate a schoo

r eadi ness agent, which nmay be a public entity or a private

nonprofit organi zati on. The school readi ness agent shall be

required to provide financial and adninistrative services

pursuant to a contract with the coalition. The cost of the
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financial and adnministrative services shall be negotiated

bet ween t he school readi ness agent and the coalition. If the

school readi ness agent is a provider of early education and

care prograns, the contract nust specify that the schoo

readi ness agent will act on policy direction fromthe

coalition and will not receive policy direction fromits own

corporate or governance board regardi ng disbursal of coalition

funds. The school readi ness agent shall disburse funds in

accordance with the approved coalition school readi ness plan

and based on billing and di sbursenent procedures approved by

t he governing board. The school readi ness agent nmust conform

to all data-reporting requirenents established by the

governi ng board. A contract between a coalition and a schoo

r eadi ness agent nust be presented to the governi ng board as

part of the coalition's plan approval process.
(12) PARENTAL CHO CE. - -
(a) The school readi ness program shall provide

parental choice pursuant to a purchase service order that

ensures, to the naxi numextent possible, flexibility in schoo

r eadi ness prograns and paynent arrangenents. According to

federal regulations requiring parental choice, a parent nay

choose an informal chil d-care arrangenent.

(b) If it is deternmned that a provider has provided

any cash or other unlawful renuneration to the beneficiary in

return for receiving the purchase order, the school readiness

agent shall refer the natter to the Division of Public

Assi stance Fraud for investigation.

(c) The governing board shall adopt an el ectronic

transfer systemfor the dissemnation of funds in accordance

with this subsection, which shall be fully inplenented within
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3 years after plan approval unless a waiver is obtained from

t he governi ng board.

(d) The Ofice of Program Policy Anal ysis and

Governnent Accountability shall assess the inplenentation

efficiency, and outcones of the revised school readiness

program and report findings to the President of the Senate and

t he Speaker of the House of Representatives by January 1,

2002. Subsequent reviews shall be conducted at the direction

of the Joint Legislative Auditing Comrittee.
(13) EVALUATI ON AND ANNUAL REPORT. - - Each coalition
shall conduct an evaluation of the effectiveness of its schoo

r eadi ness program i ncl udi ng performance standards and out cone

neasures, and shall provide an annual report to the governing

board. This report nust conformto the content and fornmat

speci fications set by the governing board. The governi ng board

nmust include an analysis of the coalition reports inits

annual report.
(14) CONFLICTING PROVISIONS. --1n the event of a
conflict between the provisions of this section and federal

requi renents, the federal requirenents shall control
Section 2. Section 229.567, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

229.567 School readiness screening system--The

Departnent of Education shall require that the school

r eadi ness screening system adopted by the State Schoo

Readi ness Governing Board be utilized uniformly by all school

districts.

Section 3. Subsection (11) is added to section
216. 136, Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, to read:

216. 136 Consensus estinmating conferences; duties and
principals.--
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(11) SCHOOL READI NESS PROGRAM ESTI MATI NG CONFERENCE. - -
(a) Duties.--
1. The School Readi ness Program Estimati ng Conference

shal | devel op such estimates and forecasts of the nunber of

children eligible for school readiness prograns i n accordance

with the eligibility standards established pursuant to this

act as the Conference deternines are needed to support the

State pl anni ng, budgeting, and appropriati ons process.

2. In addition, the School Readi ness Program

Esti mati ng Conference shall estimate the unduplicated count of

children who are eligible for services under the schoo

r eadi ness program

3. The School Readi ness Governi ng Board shall provide

i nformati on on needs and waiting |lists for school readiness

program servi ces requested by the School Readi ness Program

Esti mati ng Conference or individual conference principals in a

timely nmanner.

(b) Principals.--The Executive Ofice of the Governor

the Director of Econom ¢ and Denographi c Research, and

prof essi onal staff who have forecasting expertise fromthe

School Readi ness Governi ng Board, the Departnent of Children

and Fanmily Services, the Departnent of Education, the Senate,

and the House of Representatives, or their designees, are the

principals of the School Readi ness Program Estimating

Conference. The principal representing the Executive Ofice of

the Governor shall preside over sessions of the conference.
Section 4. Subsection (2) of section 414.026, Florida
Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to read:
414. 026 WAGES Program State Board of Directors.--
(2)(a) The board of directors shall be conposed of the

fol | owi ng nenbers:

22
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1. The Conmi ssioner of Education, or the
conmi ssi oner's desi gnee.
2. The Secretary of Children and Fam |y Services.

3. The Secretary of Health.

4. The Secretary of Labor and Enpl oynent Security.

5. The Secretary of Community Affairs.

6. The Secretary of Transportation, or the secretary's
desi gnee.

7. The director of the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and
Econoni ¢ Devel opnent .

8. The chair of the State School Readi ness Governing
Boar d.

9.8~ The president of the Enterprise Florida workforce

devel opnent board, established under s. 288.9620.

10. 9~ The chief executive officer of the Florida
Tourism |l ndustry Marketing Corporation, established under s.
288. 1226.

11. #6— Ni ne nenbers appoi nted by the Covernor, as
foll ows:

a. Six menbers shall be appointed froma list of ten
nom nees, of which five nust be submitted by the President of
the Senate and five nust be submitted by the Speaker of the
House of Representatives. The list of five nominees subnitted
by the President of the Senate and t he Speaker of the House of
Representatives nmust each contain at |east three individuals
enpl oyed in the private sector, two of whom nust have
nmanagenent experience. One of the five nom nees submitted by
the President of the Senate and one of the five nomi nees
subm tted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives nust
be an el ected | ocal governnment official who shall serve as an
ex officio nonvoting nenber

23
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1 b. Three nenbers shall be at-large nenbers appointed
2 | by the Governor.
3 c. O the nine nenbers appointed by the Governor, at
4] least six nust be enployed in the private sector and of these,
5] at least five nust have managenent experience.
6
7 | The nenbers appointed by the Governor shall be appointed to
8| 4-year, staggered terns. Wthin 60 days after a vacancy occurs
9| on the board, the Governor shall fill the vacancy of a nenber
10 | appoi nted fromthe nom nees subnitted by the President of the
11 | Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives for the
12 | renmi nder of the unexpired termfrom one nom nee subnitted by
13 | the President of the Senate and one noninee submitted by the
14 | Speaker of the House of Representatives. Wthin 60 days after
15| a vacancy of a nenber appointed at-large by the Governor
16 | occurs on the board, the Governor shall fill the vacancy for
17 | the remai nder of the unexpired term The conposition of the
18 | board nust generally reflect the racial, gender, and ethnic
19 | diversity of the state as a whol e.
20 (b) The board of directors shall annually elect a
21 | chairperson from anong the nenbers appoi nted by the Governor
22 | The board of directors shall neet at |east once each quarter
23 | A nenber appointed by the Governor nay not authorize a
24 | designee to attend a neeting of the board in place of the
25 | nenber. The Governor nmy renpve an appoi nted nenber for cause
26 | and an absence fromthree consecutive neetings results in
27 | automatic renoval, unless the nenber is excused by the
28 | chai r person.
29 (c) Menbers of the board shall serve without
30 | conpensation, but are entitled to rei nbursenent for per diem
31| and travel expenses as provided in s. 112.061

24
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Section 5. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
624.91, Florida Statutes, 1998 Suppl enent, is anended to read:

624.91 The Florida Healthy Kids Corporation Act.--

(2) LEG SLATI VE | NTENT. - -

(a) The Legislature finds that increased access to
health care services could inprove children's health and
reduce the incidence and costs of childhood illness and
disabilities anong children in this state. Many children do
not have conprehensive, affordable health care services
available. It is the intent of the Legislature that the
Fl orida Heal thy Kids Corporation provide conprehensive health
i nsurance coverage to such children. The corporation is
encouraged to cooperate with any existing health service
prograns funded by the public or the private sector and to
wor k cooperatively with the State School Readi ness Governi ng
Boar d.

Section 6. Paragraph (e) is added to subsection (1) of
section 240. 115, Florida Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, to read:
240. 115 Articul ation agreenent; accel eration
nmechani sns. - -
(1)

(e) The Commi ssioner of Education, in conjunction with

the State School Readi ness Governi ng Board, the Postsecondary

Educati on Pl anni ng Conmi ssion, and the Educati on Standards

Conmmi ssi on, shall conduct a statew de assessnent to determ ne

the extent and nature of instruction for those who work or are

training to work in the fields of child care and early

chi | dhood education, as well as an assessnent of the narket

demand for individuals trained at various |evels. The

Articul ati on Coordinating Conmttee shall establish an

articul ated career path for school readiness-rel ated
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prof essi ons, which shall lead fromentry-level enploynent in

child care and early chil dhood education to a baccal aureate

degree. The career path shall provide for the articulation of:

1. Vocational credit to college credit;

2. Associate in science and associate in arts degrees

t o baccal aureate degree prograns;

3. Credit awarded by public and private institutions;

and
4, Credit for experiential |earning associated with

mninumtraining requirenments for enploynent. The Articul ation

Coordinating Committee shall ensure that the articul ation of

such credit does not jeopardize the receiving institution's

accredi tation status.

By fall senester 2001, the articul ati on agreenent nust

guarantee the statewide articul ati on of appropriate coursework

as established in the career path.

Section 7. The Governor is authorized to transfer

funds fromthe rel evant state departnents or agencies to the

State School Readi ness Governing Board to fund | ocal schoo

readi ness coalitions during the phase-in period.

Section 8. The State School Readi ness Governi ng Board

shall recommrend to the Legislature by February 15, 2000,

whet her the current appropriations and positions for

Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services contract nanagers

and Departnent of Education Prekindergarten Early |Intervention

and School Readi ness personnel shoul d be phased out, or

transferred in whole or in part to the governing board to

provide for school readiness program staffing.

Section 9. Subject to appropriation by the

Legislature, the Inter-University Consortiumon Child and
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Fam |y Studies, with Florida State University as the | ead

university, is authorized to design and devel op the concept

for a child care and devel opnent center, which nmay be used as

a nodel for denpnstrating best practices in children's

readi ness for school

Section 10. This act shall take effect upon beconming a
| aw.
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