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Florida Senate - 1999 (NP) SR 2656

By Senator Silver

38-1798A-99 See HB
Senate Resolution No.
A resolution celebrating March 24, 1999, as Joe
Di Maggio Day in the State of Florida.

WHEREAS, on Monday, March 8, 1999, Joe Di Maggi o,
consi dered by nmany to be the greatest baseball player who ever
lived, passed away, and

WHEREAS, people across the United States and throughout
the State of Florida are nmourning the |loss of this | egendary
Anerican athlete who represented the epitone of athletic
excel | ence and grace, and

VHEREAS, born on Novenber 25, 1914, to Italian
i mm grant parents, Joe Di Maggio clinbed his way to the top of
Anerica's pastine in a career characterized by a constant
denonstration of his undying |ove for the sport, and

WHEREAS, followi ng a renmarkable 13-year career with the
New Yor k Yankees in which he led his teamto ten American
League pennants and nine Wrld Series Chanpi onships, Joe
Di Maggi o was inducted into the Major League Baseball Hall of
Fane in 1955, and

WHEREAS, both on and off the playing field, Joe
Di Maggi o was a nan of quiet self-possession with a strong
sense of privacy, and

WHEREAS, Joe Di Maggi o sacrificed sonme of the privacy he
so greatly valued to help ensure that children fromall over
the country were able to receive proper health care when he
undert ook the support of the operation of children's hospitals
across the nation, and

WHEREAS, in 1992, Joe DiMaggio lent his nane to
Menori al Regional Hospital in Hollywod, Florida, where the
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Joe DiMaggio Children's Hospital was created to care for
t housands of children battling nunerous forns of illness, and

WHEREAS, Joe Di Maggi o enriched the hospital and the
community in which he lived through his fundraising and
support of various nonprofit agencies, and

WHEREAS, it is with a deep sense of |oss and sadness
that Menorial Hospital and the South Broward Hospital District
mar k the passing of Joe Di Maggi o, and

WHEREAS, the hospital district and those who receive
health care through the Joe Di Maggio Children's Hospital and
the State of Florida join the rest of the nation in
acknowl edgi ng the unique legacy of this great Anerican athlete
and gentl eman and honoring his nmenory as they commenorate the
life of Joe Di Maggi o, NON THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That the Florida Senate cel ebrates March 24, 1999, as
Joe DiMaggio Day in the State of Florida.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat a copy of this resolution,
with the Seal of the Senate affi xed, be transmtted to the
famly of Joe Di Maggi o as a tangi ble token of the esteem held
by the Florida Senate.
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