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Florida Senate - 1999 (NP) SR 2690

By Senator Silver

38-1998-99
Senate Resolution No.
A resol ution proclai m ng Wednesday and
Thursday, April 7 and 8, 1999, as "M anmi - Dade
County Days."

VWHEREAS, Greater Manm contains nore than 65, 000
busi nesses, whi ch enpl oy over 900,000 people, and is the site
of 50 foreign consulates, 23 international trade offices, and
31 bi-national Chanbers of Commerce, and

WHEREAS, M ami -Dade County is a hub of internationa
trade, as evidenced by the fact that 40 percent of all U S
exports to Latin Anerica and the Cari bbean pass through the
Mam Custons District, that Mam International Airport ranks
first inthe U S for international freight and second in the
nunber of international passengers, and that the Port of M am
is the ninth-largest containerized cargo port in the U S. and
is the cruise capital of the world, and

WHEREAS, M ami - Dade County is a center of world
finance, with 135 financial institutions and foreign agencies
within its boundaries, and

WHEREAS, the filmand TV industry has nade M ani - Dade
County one of the l|argest production centers in the nation
where, | ast year, productions ranging fromtelevision
commercials and print ads to nusic videos and filns total ed
nore than $200 mllion, and

WHEREAS, despite considerabl e danage due to Hurricane
Andrew in 1992, agriculture continues to be an inportant
econom ¢ force in M ani -Dade County, and nore tropica
veget abl es are harvested there than in any county in the U S.
and
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WHEREAS, manufacturing is also a key industry in
M anmi - Dade County, with nearly 3,000 conpani es that enpl oy
approxi mately 80, 000 i ndi vi dual s, and

WHEREAS, M ami -Dade County is experiencing a cultura
boomin world-class entertai nnent and cul tural activities,
with nore than 600 nonprofit cultural organizations offering
dance, theater, nusic, and visual arts, and

WHEREAS, the M ami -Dade community is a mcrocosmof the
worl d, in which 156 countries are represented; 60 |anguages
are spoken daily; 15 languages are taught in the community's
school s; 69 direct, nonstop flights take passengers to Latin
Anerica and the Cari bbean; and trade flourishes at the U. S.
port located closest to Africa, and

WHEREAS, today the tourismindustry and the spillover
created by the industry creates jobs for one in every six
resi dents of the M am -Dade area, NOW THEREFORE

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That the Florida Senate recognizes the nmany val uabl e
contributions that M ani-Dade County nakes to the cultural and
econom ¢ well-being of this state, and, in recognition of
those contributions, this body designates April 7 and 8, 1999,
as "M am - Dade County Days."

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat a copy of this resolution,
with the Seal of the Senate affixed, be presented to the
chai rperson of the M ani-Dade County | egislative del egation
as a token of the sentinents expressed herein.
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