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Florida Senate - 1999 (NP) SR 2734

By Senator Silver

38-2225-99
Senate Resolution No.
A resolution urging the increased education of
the citizens of the state with regard to the
awar eness, prevention, and treatnent of obesity
as a mmjor health concern.

VHEREAS, 1996 Behavi oral Ri sk Factor Surveill ance Data
fromthe federal Center for Disease Control and Prevention
i ndi cates the percentage of state popul ati ons who are
overwei ght ranges from 22 to 34 percent, and

WHEREAS, the preval ence of obesity in the adult
popul ati on has grown a shocking 34 percent during the past ten
years, and

WHEREAS, a causal relationship exists between obesity
and a nunber of serious disorders, including hypertension
dysli pi dem a, cardiovascul ar di sease, diabetes (Type Il), gal
bl adder di sease, respiratory dysfunction, gout, and
osteoarthritis, and

VWHEREAS, the National Institute of Di abetes and
Di gestive and Ki dney Di seases has provided i nfornation that
i ndicates that nearly 80 percent of patients with diabetes
nmellitus are obese and that the incidence of synptomatic
gal | stones soars as a person's body-nmass index increases
beyond a certain |level, and

WHEREAS, the information also reveals that nearly 70
percent of diagnosed cases of cardi ovascul ar di sease are
related to obesity, that obesity nore than doubles a person's
chances of devel opi ng high bl ood pressure, that al nost half of
breast cancer cases are di agnosed anong obese wonen, and that
42 percent of col on cancer cases are anpng obese individuals,
and
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WHEREAS, obesity ranks second only to snoking as a
prevent abl e cause of death and results in sone three hundred
t housand deat hs annual ly, and

WHEREAS, a 1997 study indicates that the total direct
cost of obesity-related diseases in the United States in 1990
was $45.8 billion, and

WHEREAS, the study concluded that there is a
significant potential for a reduction in healthcare
expendi tures through obesity-prevention efforts, and

WHEREAS, there is an urgent need for state healthcare
groups and nedi cal societies to place obesity at the top of
their state's healthcare agenda, and

WHEREAS, many physicians do not treat obesity because
they nistakenly believe there is no treatnent for it, and

VWHEREAS, the National Institutes of Health, the
Anerican Society for Bariatric Surgery, and the Anerican
Cbesity Association reconmmend that patients who are norbidly
obese receive responsi ble, affordable nedical treatnent for
their obesity, and

WHEREAS, recent breakthroughs in drug therapy can treat
obesity successfully, and

WHEREAS, the New Engl and Journal of Medicine recently
enphasi zed the legitimate use of pharnacot herapy as a
conponent of treatnent of nedically significant obesity, and

WHEREAS, there is also great concern regardi ng what
ef fect obesity in children may have on overall health in
children and regardi ng healthcare costs for children and the
need for treatnent nodalities to address the probl em of
obesity in children, and

WHEREAS, it is of critical inportance to raise the
awar eness of the public and private sectors to the fact that
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obesity is a disease of epidenic proportions which is
treatabl e, and that proper treatnent will reduce healthcare
costs and inprove the quality of life for a |arge nunber of
our citizens, NON THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That the State of Florida shall endeavor to increase
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publ i c awareness anpbng the citizens of the State of Florida
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with regard to the awareness, prevention, and treatnent of
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obesity as a major health concern.
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