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1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to enpowernent zones; creating

3 s. 290.0501, F.S.; creating the "Florida

4 Enpower nent Zone Act"; providing definitions

5 and intent; providing for program

6 adm ni stration by the Departnent of Comrunity

7 Affairs; providing for annual fundi ng;

8 providing requirenents for eligibility;

9 providing for powers of the departnent to

10 i mpl erent the program providing an

11 appropriation; providing an effective date.

12

13| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
14

15 Section 1. Section 290.0501, Florida Statutes, is
16 | created to read:

17 290. 0501 Florida Enpower nent Zone Program - -

18 (1) SHORT TITLE.--This section may be cited as the
19 |"Fl ori da Enpower nent Zone Act."
20 (2) DEFIN TIONS. --For purposes of this section
21 (a) "Departnent" neans the Departnent of Community
22 | Affairs.
23 (b) "Federal Enpowernent Zone Prograni neans the
24 | enpower nent zone program passed by the United States Congress
25| and codified at 29 U.S.C. s. 1391 et seq.
26 (c) "Noninated area" neans an area noninated for
27 | participation in the Federal Enpowernment Zone Program
28 (3) LEG SLATIVE | NTENT. --The Legi sl ature recogni zes
29 | that it is in the best interest of the citizens of this state
30| that the state create econonic opportunity in poverty-stricken
31| areas and rebuild such areas by enpowering the people and
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1| comunities within these areas to create jobs and

2| opportunities. The United States Congress, in 1997, provided
3| that an additional 20 areas nay be designhated as federa

4 | enpower nent zones by January 1, 1999, and, as such, be

5| eligible for federal funding and under the Federal Enpowernent
6 | Zone Program The Legislature seeks to pronote Florida | oca

7 | governnents in subnmitting the strongest possible proposals

8 | under the Federal Enpowernent Zone Program by establishing a
9 | conpani on state enpowernent zone program

10 (4) ADM NI STRATION. --There is hereby created an

11 | econoni c devel opnent programto be known as the Florida

12 | Enpower nent Zone Program The program shall operate for 10

13 | years and, except as otherw se provided by |law, shall be

14 | adni ni stered by the Departnment of Community Affairs in

15| conjunction with the Federal Enpowernent Zone Program

16 (5) FUNDING --Beginning in fiscal year 1999-2000, the
17 | Legi slature shall appropriate funds on an annual basis for 10
18 | years to inplenent this section. Such funds shall be

19 | distributed by the departnent to any | ocal government within
20| the state that has applied for and has been awarded the
21 | federal enpowernent zone designation pursuant to 26 U S. C. s.
22| 1391(g). Such funds shall be used for the benefit of the
23 | noninated area and shall be contingent upon the |oca
24 | governnent receiving federal matching funds under the Federa
25 | Enpower ment Zone Program and neeting the | ocal match
26 | requirenents i nposed by the federal programregul ations.
27 (6) GENERAL PONERS OF DEPARTMENT. - - The depart nment
28 | shall have all the powers necessary or appropriate to carry
29 | out the purposes and provisions of the program including the
30 | power to adopt and enforce rules not inconsistent with this
31| section for the administration of the program funds.
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1 Section 2. There is hereby appropriated fromthe
2 | General Revenue Fund to the Departnent of Community Affairs
3| for fiscal year 1999-2000 the sumof $5 nmillion to carry out
4 | the purposes of s. 290.0501, Florida Statutes, as created by
5| this act.
6 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1 of the
7 | year in which enacted.
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