Florida Senate - 1999 SB 382
By Senat or Hol zendor f

2-467A- 99

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to school readiness; providing
3 a short title; providing legislative intent;

4 creating the Florida Partnership for Schoo

5 Readi ness, Inc.; creating the School Readi ness
6 CGoverning Board to operate as the board of

7 directors of the School Readi ness Partnership;
8 providing responsibilities and duties of the

9 School Readi ness Partnershi p and governing

10 board; providi ng nmenbership of the governing
11 board and neeting requirenents; providing that
12 t he School Readi ness Partnership is subject to
13 public records and public neeting requirenents;
14 providing for hiring certain enpl oyees;

15 providing for the partnership's powers as a

16 corporation; requiring that the partnership

17 prepare a system for neasuring schoo

18 r eadi ness; specifying objectives to be neasured
19 by such system requiring that the partnership
20 contract with an independent entity to eval uate
21 t he nmeasurenent system requiring the
22 partnership to make recomendati ons to the
23 Governor and the State Board of Educati on
24 aut hori zing the partnership to adopt rul es;
25 establ i shing a School Readi ness Coordinating
26 Council; providing for the council to be
27 assigned to the Executive Ofice of the
28 CGovernor for administrative purposes; providing
29 for voluntary establishnent of a schoo
30 readi ness coalition in each county; specifying
31 services to be provided by coalitions;
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1 providing for designation and approval of a

2 fiscal agent; providing for coalition

3 initiation grants to devel op school readiness
4 pl ans; providing for awardi ng i ncentive

5 bonuses; providing requirenents for schoo

6 readi ness plans; providing for parental choice
7 with respect to child care arrangenents and

8 payments; providing for eval uation and

9 perfornmance neasures; providing that federa

10 requi rements control in the case of conflict;
11 creating s. 411.05, F. S.; requiring the

12 Departnent of Education to adopt the schoo

13 readi ness screening instrunments devel oped by
14 t he School Readi ness Partnership and to require
15 their use by the school districts; creating s.
16 411.06, F.S.; recogni zing the nationw de

17 Parents as Teachers Program establishing the
18 Fl orida Parents as Teachers Program under the
19 jurisdiction of the School Readi ness

20 Part ner shi p; providing programrequirenents;

21 creating the School Readi ness Program

22 Needs- Assessnment Conference; providing for the
23 conference to develop official information

24 relating to the school readiness prograns;

25 providing for the principals of the conference;
26 anending s. 414.026, F.S.; requiring that the
27 chai rperson of the Partnership for Schoo

28 Readi ness, Inc., serve on the WAGES Program

29 State Board of Directors; anending s. 624.91
30 F.S.; requiring the Healthy Kids Corporation to
31 wor k cooperatively with the Florida Partnership
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1 for School Readiness, Inc.; exenpting famly

2 child care providers fromincreased standards;

3 repealing s. 411.222(4), F.S., relating to the

4 State Coordinating Council for Early Chil dhood

5 Services; providing effective dates.

6

7 WHEREAS, the bridge to opportunity for every child nust
8 | be anchored in a healthy body and a healthy m nd and nust |ead
9| to the child's readiness to learn in school, and

10 WHEREAS, it is widely acknowl edged that entering schoo
11| ready to learn is crucial to a child's success both in schoo
12| and in life, and

13 WHEREAS, the state's system of public education could
14 | better performits mission of educating its K-12 students if
15| nore students enter school healthy and ready to | earn, and

16 WHEREAS, as enphasi zed by the Governor, the President
17 | of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

18 | Representatives, a child's health in both body and mind is

19 | essential to the child's ability to |learn, and

20 WHEREAS, we can nmake great strides to inmprove schoo

21 | readi ness by addressing child care, child health, and schoo
22 | readi ness education in one single, accountable continuum NOW
23 | THEREFORE,

24

25| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

26

27 Section 1. This act may be cited as the "Schoo

28 | Readiness Act." Nothing in this act is intended to i npede or
29 | curtail the state's ability to draw down federal funds.

30 Section 2. Section 411.01, Florida Statutes, is

31| created to read
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411.01 Florida Partnership for School Readi ness, Inc.

school readi ness coalitions.--
(1) LEG SLATIVE | NTENT. - -
(a) It is the intent of the Legislature that the early

chil dhood health care, child care, and educati on of children

frombirth to 5 years of age or until the child attains schoo

r eadi ness, whichever is later, becone a top priority.

(b) Recognizing that high-quality early chil dhood

health care, child care, and educati on experiences increase

children's chances of educati onal success and reduce the need

for costly future intervention and renediation, it is the

intent of the Legislature that all children in this state,

frombirth until they are ready for school, have access to

guality early childhood health care, child care, and education

to enhance their readi ness to succeed in school

(c) Recognizing that parents are responsible for the

early chil dhood health care, child care, and education of

their children, but also recognizing that the condition of

children in this state nust be inproved, it is the intent of

the Legislature that local comunities offer assistance to

famlies to inprove the early childhood health care, child

care, and education of children under 5 years of age and the

school readiness of all children who enter the state's public

school system High-quality early chil dhood experiences and

care should be provided with a m ni rum of governnenta

i nterference.

(d) The Legislature finds that for fanilies to nove to

and nmai ntain econonic self-sufficiency, Florida nust have an

efficient way for these famlies to access quality early

chil dhood health care, child care, and educati on services. The

Legi sl ature recogni zes that significant benefits will accrue
4
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1|to children and fanilies who have efficient access to quality
2| early childhood health care, child care, and education

3 | arrangenents.

4 (e) It is the intent of the Legislature that all early
5| chil dhood health care, child care, and education prograns and
6 | services serving this state's children in the first 5 years of
7|1ife or until the child attains school readi ness, whichever is
8| later, are considered school readi ness prograns. The

9| Legislature finds that despite the efforts of hundreds of

10 | thousands of Floridians and i ncreased col | aborati on anong

11 | service providers, services for young children remain

12 | uncoordi nated, uneven in quality, and inaccessible to nany. It
13])is the intent of the Legislature that a true conti nuum of

14 | high-quality, coordinated, and conprehensive early chil dhood
15| health care, child care, and education be avail able to al

16 | children frombirth to 5 years of age or until the child

17 | attai ns school readi ness, whichever is |ater

18 (f) The Legislature recogni zes new brai n-devel opnent

19 | research enphasizing the critical inportance of the first
20| years of life in children's enptional, social, and cognitive
21 | devel opnent, and that these scientific discoveries create an
22 | opportunity to apply the findings to all prograns and services
23| for children frombirth to 5 years of age. The Legislature
24 | al so recogni zes that the period of tine frombirth to 3 years
25| of age is an optimal tine for learning in the areas of notor
26 | devel opnent, enotional control, vision, social attachnent,
27 | vocabul ary, second | anguage, and | ogi c.
28 (g) Publicly funded early education and child care
29 | prograns are defined as prekindergarten early intervention
30 | prograns, Head Start prograns, prograns offered by public or
31| private providers of child care, preschool prograns for

5
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1| children with disabilities, prograns for mgrant children

2| Title | programs, subsidized child care prograns, teen parent
3| prograns, and ot her services.

4 (2) SCHOOL READI NESS PROGRAMS. - - For purposes of this

5| chapter, all early childhood health care, child care, and

6 | education prograns that are funded with state, federal

7| lottery, or local public funds and provide services to

8| children frombirth to 5 years of age or until the child

9| attai ns school readi ness, whichever is |ater, shall be schoo
10 | readi ness prograns and shall work to achieve their part of the
11| goal of children entering school with healthy bodies and

12 | healthy nminds, ready to succeed in school

13 (3) SCHOOL READI NESS GOVERNI NG BOARD. - -

14 (a) There is created a School Readi ness Governi ng

15| Board to operate as the board of directors of the Florida

16 | Partnership for School Readiness, Inc., with responsibility
17 | for adopting and nmintaini ng coordi nated programati c,

18 | adninistrative, and fiscal policies and standards for al

19 | school readi ness prograns, while allowing a wi de range of
20| programmatic flexibility and differentiation.
21 (b)1. As a condition for receiving funds appropri ated
22| to the Florida Partnership for School Readiness, Inc., the
23 | nenbers of the School Readi ness Governi ng Board shall include
24 | the Governor, the Conmi ssioner of Education, the Secretary of
25| Children and Fanmily Services, the chairperson of the WAGES
26 | Program State Board of Directors, and the chairperson of the
27 | Florida Council of 100.
28 2. The governing board shall al so include 10 nenbers
29 | of the public who shall be business, conmmunity, and civic
30| leaders in the state who are not elected to public office and
31| who do not earn their incone in the early education and child
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care industry. The nenbers nust be geographically and

denographically representative of the state. Each nenber shal

be appointed by the Governor. Six of the nenbers shall be

appointed froma list of 10 nom nees, of which five nust be

submtted by the President of the Senate and five nust be

submtted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Menbers shall be appointed to 4-year terns of office. However,

of the initial appointees, two shall be appointed to 1-year

terns, two shall be appointed to 2-year terns, three shall be

appointed to 3-year terns, and three shall be appointed to

4-year terns. The nenbers of the governing board shall elect a

chai r person annual ly. Any vacancy on the governing board shal

be filled in the sane manner as the origi nal appoi ntnent.

(c) The governing board shall neet quarterly and nay

neet as often as it deens necessary to carry out its duties

and responsibilities. Menbers of the governing board shal

participate without proxy at the quarterly neetings. The

governi ng board nmay take official action by a majority vote of

the nmenbers present at any neeting at which a quorumis

present. The governing board shall hold its first neeting by
August 1, 1999.
(d) Menbers of the governing board are subject to the

ethics provisions in part Il of chapter 112, and no nenber

may derive any financial benefit fromthe funds adnini stered

by the School Readi ness Partnership.

(e) Menbers of the governing board shall serve wi thout

conpensation but are entitled to reinbursement for per diem

and travel expenses incurred in the performance of their

duties as provided in s. 112.061, and rei nbursenent for other

reasonabl e, necessary, and actual expenses.

7
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(f) For the purposes of tort liability, the nenbers of

t he governing board and its enpl oyees shall be governed by s.
768. 28.
(g) The governing board shall appoint an executive

director to serve at its pleasure who shall performthe duties

assigned to himor her by the governing board. The executive

director shall be responsible for appointing all enpl oyees and

staff nmenbers who shall serve under his or her direction and

control.
(h) The governing board has conplete fiscal contro

over the Florida Partnership for School Readiness, Inc., and

is responsible for all corporate operations. The governing

board is responsible for the prudent use of all public and

private funds and shall ensure that the use of such funds is

in accordance with all legal and contractual requirenents.
(4) FLORI DA PARTNERSH P FOR SCHOOL READI NESS, | NC
(SCHOOL READI NESS PARTNERSHI P) . - -

(a) The Legislature creates the Florida Partnership

for School Readiness, Inc. (School Readi ness Partnership),

which shall be a public-private nonprofit organization, which

shal | be registered, incorporated, organi zed, and operated in

conpliance with chapter 617, and which nmay not be a unit or

entity of state governnent. The Legi sl ature deternines,

however, that public policy dictates that the School Readi ness

Partnership operate in the nbst open and accessi bl e manner

consistent with its public purpose. To this end, the

Legi sl ature specifically declares that the School Readi ness

Partnership is subject to the provisions of chapter 119 which

relate to public records, and the provisions of chapter 286

which relate to public neetings and records.

8
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(b) The Florida Partnership for School Readi ness,

Inc., shall establish one or nore corporate offices, at |east

one of which shall be located in Leon County.

(c) The Florida Partnership for School Readi ness,

Inc., is the principal organization responsible for the

enhancenent of school readiness for the state's children. The

Fl orida Partnership for School Readiness, Inc., shall have

specific responsibility for approving plans, facilitating

| ocal inplenentation, and providing technical assistance to

t he school readiness coalitions created in this section

(d) The School Readi ness Partnership shall have al

powers necessary to carry out the purposes of this section

including, but not linmted to, the power to receive and accept

grants, | oans, or advances of funds fromany public or private

agency and to receive and accept fromany source contributions

of noney, property, labor, or any other thing of value, to be

hel d, used, and applied for the purposes of this section

(e) The Florida Partnership for School Readi ness,

Inc., shall be an independent nonparti san body and shall not

be identified or affiliated with any one agency, program or

gr oup.
(f) The Florida Partnership for School Readi ness,

Inc., shall have a budget, shall be financed through an annua

appropriation nade for this purpose in the Genera

Appropriations Act, and shall be subject to conpliance audits

and annual financial audits by the Auditor General

(g) The partnership shall coordinate the efforts

toward school readiness in this state and provi de i ndependent

policy anal yses and recomendations to the Governor, the State

Board of Education, and the Legi sl ature.

9
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(h) The partnership shall prepare and subnit to the

State Board of Education a systemfor neasuring schoo

readi ness. The system nust include a screening instrument, or

i nstrunents, which shall provide objective data regarding the

foll owi ng expectations for school readiness:

1. The child's i mmunizati ons and other health

I’GQUi renents as necessary.

2. The child's display of physical devel opnent

appropriate for kindergarten.

3. The child's conpliance with rules, lintations, and

routines.
4. The child's successful engagenent in kindergarten

t asks.
5. The child's denpbnstrati on of appropriate

interactions with adults.

6. The child' s denpbnstration of appropriate

interactions with peers.

7. The child's effective coping with chall enges and

frustrati ons.

8. The child' s denobnstration of appropriate self-help

skills.
9. The child's ability to express his or her needs

appropriately.

10. The child's denonstration of verbal conmunication

skills necessary to succeed in kindergarten

11. The child's denonstrati on of problemsolving

skills necessary to succeed in kindergarten

12. The child's followi ng of verbal directions.

13. The child's denpnstration of curiosity,

persi stence, and expl oratory behavi or

10
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14. The child's denonstration of an interest in books

and other printed nmaterials.

15. The child's paying attention to stories.

16. The child's participation in art and nusic

activities.
(i) The partnership shall prepare a plan for

i npl erenting the systemfor nmeasuring school readiness in such

a way that all children in this state have the opportunity to

undergo the screening in the year prior to their entry into

ki ndergarten. Participants in publicly funded school readi ness

prograns and children whose family incone is at, or below, 150

percent of the federal poverty |evel shall undergo the

screening at no cost. G her children may undergo the screening

if their parents pay a nonmnal fee. The plan nust include a

way to nmake the screening instrunent and the training required

to adninister it available to public and private providers of

preschool and child care prograns, and a way to nake the

screening available to children who do not participate in such

prograns. Because children with disabilities may not be able

to neet all of the identified expectations for schoo

readi ness, the plan for nmeasuring school readi ness shal

i ncor porate nechani sns for recogni zing the potenti al

variations in expectations for school readi ness when serving

children with disabilities and shall provide for communities

to serve children with disabilities.

(j) The partnership shall establish a nethod for

collecting data fromthe screening instrunent and establish

gui delines for using the data so that the nmeasurenent, the

data collection, and the use of the data serve the statew de

goal that all children will be ready for school. The criteria

for deternmining which data to collect should be the useful ness
11
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of the data to state policynmakers and program adnini strators

in administering prograns and allocating state funds.

(k) The partnership shall contract with an i ndependent

entity for an eval uation of the neasurenent system The

eval uation nust provide the information that |ocal and state

agenci es, the Governor, and the Legislature need to provide

for the effective adnm nistration of prograns that serve

preschool children. The eval uation nust provide informtion

that will assist providers of private preschool and child care

prograns in assessing the success of preschool and child care

prograns and neki ng deci si ons about inproving program services

to prepare children for school

(1) The partnership shall reconmend to the Governor

t he Conm ssi oner of Education, and the State Board of

Education rules, and revisions or repeal of rules, which would

i ncrease the effectiveness of prograns that prepare children

for school
(m The partnership shall conduct studies and pl anning

activities related to the overall inprovenent and

ef fecti veness of school -readi ness neasures.

(n) The partnership shall work with the Departnment of

Managenent Services for el ectronic funds transfer

(o) The partnership shall reconmend to the Legislature

the feasibility of conbining funding streans for schoo

readi ness prograns into a School Readi ness Trust Fund.

(p) The partnership shall submit an annual report of

its activities to the Governor, the President of the Senate,

t he Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the ninority

| eaders of both houses of the Legislature. In addition, the

partnership's reports and recommendati ons shall be made

available to the State Board of Education, other appropriate
12
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1| state agencies and entities, district school boards, centra
2 | agencies for child care, and county public health units.

3

4] To ensure that the systemfor neasuring school readiness is
5 | conprehensi ve and appropriate statewide, as the systemis

6 | devel oped and i npl enented, the partnership nust consult with
7 | representatives of district school systens, providers of

8| public and private child care, health care providers, |arge
9] and small enployers, experts in education for children with
10| disabilities, and experts in child devel opnent.

11 (q) The partnership nmay adopt rul es necessary to

12 | adninister the provisions of this section relating to

13 | preparation and i npl enentati on of the systemfor schoo

14 | readi ness, data collection, approving | ocal coalition plans,
15| providing a nethod whereby a coalition could serve two or nore
16 | counties, awarding incentives to coalitions, and contracting
17 | for an eval uation.

18 (5) SCHOOL READI NESS COORDI NATI NG COUNCI L. - -

19 (a) The School Readi ness Coordinating Council is

20 | established with responsibility for advising the Schoo

21 | Readi ness Conmmi ssion regarding policies. The School Readi ness
22 | Coordi nati ng Council shall consist of:

23 1. The Deputy Conm ssioner of Education Prograns in
24 | the Departnent of Education

25 2. The Secretary of Children and Fami|ly Services or a
26 | desi gnated division director

27 3. The Secretary of Health or a designated division
28 | director;

29 4. The chairperson of the Child Care Partnership

30 | Board;

31
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5. The executive director of the WAGES Program State

Board of Directors;

6. The president of the Florida Pediatric Society,;

7. The chairperson of the Florida Council of 100;

8. The president of the Head Start Directors
Associ ati on;

9. The president of the Florida Children's Forum

10. The chairperson of the Devel opnental Disabilities
Counci | ;

11. The director of the Healthy Start Coalition
Associ ati on;

12. The president of the Florida School Boards
Associ ati on;

13. The chairperson of the Florida Association of
Fam |y Child Care Hones;

14. The chairperson of a school readiness coalition

15. The president of the Florida Association of Child
Car e Managenent,

16. The executive director of the Early Chil dhood
Associ ation of Florida;

17. The chairperson of Florida |nteragency

Coordi nating Council for Infants and Toddl ers;

18. The coordi nator of the Florida Parent Resource

Organi zati on

19. A representative of the Fanily Network on

Disabilities of Florida;

20. The president of the Children's Services Counci

Associ ation of Florida;
21. The director of the Agency for Health Care
Adnmi ni stration;

14

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O ®~NO®Uu D WNPRER O

Florida Senate - 1999 SB 382
2-467A-99

22. The president of the Florida Association for Child
Devel opnent Educati on;

23. An individual certified in this state to teach

chil dren of prekindergarten age; and

24. An additional four nenbers representing the

private-sector business comunity. These four nenbers nust be

selected by a mpjority vote of the other nenbers. The nenbers

nmust be geographically and denographically representative of

the state.

The School Readi ness Coordinating Council shall select a

chai rperson from anong the business comunity and a vice

chai r per son.

(b) School Readi ness Coordinating Council nenbers are

entitled to receive per diemand expenses for travel, as

provided in s. 112.061, while carrying out the official

busi ness of the council. For adninistrative purposes only, the

council shall be assigned to the Ofice of the Governor

(c) The School Readi ness Coordinating Council shal

neet two tines per year.
(d) The School Readi ness Coordinating Council shall be
staffed by the Ofice of the Governor and draw upon state

agency personnel and resources as needed to facilitate the

wor k of the School Readi ness Partnership.

(e) Meetings of the School Readi ness Coordinating

Council shall be open to the public and opportunity for public

comment shall be made avail abl e at each such neeting. The

staff of the School Readi ness Coordinating Council shal

notify all persons who request such notice as to the date,

time, and place of each neeting.

15
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1 (6) CREATI ON OF OPTI ONAL PROGRAM EXEMPTI ONS. - - The

2 | school readi ness program consisting of publicly funded

3| prograns listed in paragraph (1)(g) is established. The schoo
4 | readi ness programis an optional program

5 (a) School readiness coalitions.--

6 1l.a. Each school readiness coalition nust consist of
7| at least nine and no nore than 15 nenbers. Two nenbers shal

8 | be appointed by the district school board, two nenbers shal

9 | be appointed by the board of county conmi ssioners, and two

10 | nenbers shall be appointed by the Departnent of Children and
11| Fanily Services district adnministrator. The six nenbers thus
12 | appoi nted shall appoint the renmi ni ng nenbers of the

13 | coalition.

14 b. School readi ness coalition nenbership shal

15 ] include, in addition to private-sector business |eaders, the
16 | local public and private |eaders in health care, education

17 | disabilities, and child welfare systens in each county. Three
18 | nmenbers of the coalition nmust be administrators fromeach of
19| the following entities: The central agency for child care, the
20 | district school board, and the Head Start Program Schoo

21 | readi ness coalition nenbership nust include representatives
22 | fromprogranms serving children in the early education and

23| child care progranms, nust include a representative fromthe
24 | Departnent of Health, and may include representatives from
25| organi zations such as Children's Services Councils, Centra

26 | Agencies for Child Care, Healthy Start coalitions, district
27 | school boards, child care licensing boards, |ocal WAGES

28 | coalitions, Head Start, nunicipal and county governnents, the
29 | Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services, the county public
30| health unit, and chanbers of commerce. Thirty percent of the
31| coalition nenbers shall be fromthe private sector

16
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2. The school readiness coalition will replace the

district interagency coordinating council in any county where

a school readi ness programis inpl enented.

(b) Programeligibility.--The school readi ness program

shall be established for children frombirth to 5 and one-half

years of age. The program shall consist of the prograns |listed

in paragraph (1)(g), be administered by the school readi ness

coalition, and receive funds pursuant to SB or simlar

legislation. Wthin funding linmtations, the school readiness

coalition, along with all providers, shall nake reasonabl e

efforts to accommbpdate the needs of children for extended-day

and ext ended-year services without conpronising the quality of

t he program

(c) Standards; outcone neasures. --

1. Al publicly funded school readiness prograns nust

neet the foll ow ng perfornmance standards and outcone nmeasures

devel oped by the Departnent of Education and the Departnent of

Children and Fanmily Services:

a. They nust help prepare preschool children to enter

ki ndergarten ready to learn, as neasured by criteria

establ i shed by the School Readi ness Partnership or, in the

absence of such criteria, by the School Readi ness Checklist of

t he Departnment of Educati on.

b. They nust provide extended-day and extended-year

services to the naxi num extent possible.

c. There nust be coordinated staff devel opnent and

t eachi ng opportunities.

d. There nust be expanded access to conmunity services

and resources for fanilies to hel p achi eve econonic

sel f-sufficiency.

17
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e. There nust be a single point of entry and unified

waiting list.

f. |If funding remains constant, they nust serve at

| east as many children as were served prior to inplenentation

of the program

2. Al participating publicly funded school readiness

prograns nust inplenent a conprehensive program of children

and fanmly services that enhance the cognitive and physica

devel opnent of children to achi eve the perfornmance standards

and out cone neasures specified in paragraph (a). At a mini num

t hese prograns nmust contain the follow ng el enents:

a. Developnentally appropriate curricul um

b. An appropriate staff-to-child ratio, as required by

the respective participating prograns.

c. A healthy and safe environnent.

d. A resource and referral network to assist parents

in making an i nforned choice pursuant to s. 402. 27.

(d) Inplenentation.--

1. The school readi ness program nay be inplenented in

any county by a school readiness coalition with agreenent of

the district school board and the Departnent of Children and

Fam |y Services district and with approval of the Schoo

Readi ness Partnership. Approval by the School Readi ness

Partnership nust be predicated on the subm ssion of a plan of

i npl erent ation prepared and subnitted by the School Readi ness
Coalition.
2. Each school readiness coalition shall develop a

pl an for inplenenting the school readi ness programto neet the

requi renments of this section. The plan nust include a witten

description of the role of the programin the district's

effort to neet the first state education goal, readiness to
18
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start school, including a description of the plan to involve

preki ndergarten early intervention prograns, Head Start

prograns, prograns offered by public or private providers of

child care, preschool prograns for children with disabilities,

prograns for migrant children, Title | prograns, subsidized

child care programs, and teen parent prograns. The plan nust

al so denpnstrate how the programw || ensure that each

3-year-old and 4-year-old child in a publicly funded early

education and child care programreceives schedul ed activities

and instruction designed to prepare children to enter

ki ndergarten ready to learn. Prior to inplenentation of the

program the school readi ness coalition nust subnit the plan

to the School Readi ness Partnership for approval. The plan

shal |l be reviewed and revi sed as necessary, but not |less than

every 3 years.

3. The plan for the school readi ness program shal

i nclude the foll owing m ni mum standards and provi si ons:

a. Asliding fee scale, which is the sane for al

prograns, to be inplenented and reflected in each progranis

budget .
b. A choice of settings and |locations in |licensed,

regi stered, religious-exenpt, or school -based prograns to be

provided to parents.

c. Instructional staff who have conpleted the training

course as required in s. 402.305(2)(d)1., as well as staff who

have additional training or credentials as required by the

respective prograns.

4. Persons with an early chil dhood teachi ng

certificate may provide support and supervision to other staff

in the early education and child care program

19
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1 (e) Reinbursenent rate.--The school readiness

2| coalition shall devel op a rei nbursenent rate schedul e that

3 | enconpasses all publicly funded early education and child care
4 | prograns and conplies with applicable state and federal |aws
5] and regul ati ons. The rei nbursenent rate schedul e nust incl ude
6 | the projected nunber of children to be served and nust be

7| subnmitted to the School Readi ness Partnership for approval.

8| Informal child care arrangenents shall be rei nbursed at not

9| nore than 50 percent of the rate devel oped for fanmily child
10 [ care.

11 (f) Requirenents relating to fiscal agents.--The

12 | fiscal agent nmay be a public entity or a private nonprofit

13 | organi zation. A private, for-profit organi zati on may serve as
14| a fiscal agent if at |east 50 percent of the organization's
15 | governing board nenbers live in the coalition's service area.
16 | The fiscal agent shall be required to provide al

17 | adninistrative and direct funding services as determ ned by
18 | the school readiness coalition. The cost of these services

19 | shall be negotiated between the fiscal agent and the schoo
20 | readiness coalition. The fiscal agent shall be responsible for
21 | nonitoring all providers to ensure that coalition funds are
22 | expended in the nanner and for the purpose required by the
23 | fundi ng source. Funds fromthe School Readi ness Trust Fund may
24 | not be paid to a provider unless the provider agrees to allow
25| the fiscal agent access to fulfill its nonitoring
26 | responsibilities.
27 (g) Coalition initiation grants; incentive bonuses. --
28 1. School readiness coalitions that are approved by
29| the Florida Partnership for School Readiness, Inc., by Cctober
30| 1, 1999, shall be eligible for a $25,000 initiation grant to
31| support the school readiness coalition in developing its

20
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1| school readiness plan. Upon approval by the School Readi ness
2| Partnership of any coalition's plan that clearly shows

3 | enhancenent in the quality and standards of the schoo

4 | readi ness prograns Wi thout dininishing the nunber of children
5| served in the prograns, the School Readi ness Partnership shal
6| anard the coalition an incentive bonus on a per-student-served
7 | basis, subject to appropriation

8 2. School readiness coalitions that have their pl ans
9 | approved by the Florida Partnership for School Readi ness,

10| Inc., by March 1, 2000, shall receive incentive bonus funding
11 | on a per-student basis, with a nmini num anmount of $25, 000 per
12 | coalition. Funds shall be available to a coalition 30 days

13 | after its plan is approved.

14 (h) Parental choice; paynent arrangenent.--The schoo
15 | readi ness program shall be provided in a manner that ensures,
16 | to the maxi num extent possi ble, parental choice through

17 | flexibility in early education and child care arrangenents and
18 | paynent arrangenents. Paynent arrangenents nust be in

19 | accordance with all federal and state | aws that govern the

20 | respective participating prograns.

21 (i) Evaluation and annual report.--Each schoo

22 | readiness coalition shall conduct an evaluation of the

23 | effectiveness of the school readi ness program incl uding

24 | performance standards and outcone neasures, and shall provide
25| an annual report and fiscal statenment to the School Readi ness
26 | Partnership, the Governor, and the President of the Senate and
27 | the Speaker of the House of Representatives for review by the
28 | Legislature. This report nust conformto the content and

29 | format specifications set by the School Readi ness Partnership.
30

31
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(7) CONFLICTING PROVISIONS. --1n the event of a
conflict between the provisions of this section and federal

requi renents, the federal requirenents shall control

Section 3. Section 411.05, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
411.05 School readi ness screening instrunents.--The

Departnent of Education shall adopt the school readi ness

screeni ng instrunents devel oped by the Florida Partnership for

School Readiness, Inc., and shall require that:

(1) Al school districts administer the kindergarten

screening instrunent to each kindergarten student in the

di strict school system

(2) Al school districts that operate preschoo

prograns admi ni ster the age-appropriate screening instrunent

to each preschool student in the district's preschoo

pr ogr ans.
Section 4. Section 411.06, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
411.06 Florida Parents as Teachers Program --

(1) The Legislature recogni zes that the nati onw de

Parents as Teachers Program has denonstrated that it is a

cost-effective programthat produces outstanding results and

| ong-term cost savings. There is established the Florida

Parents as Teachers Program under the jurisdiction of the

Fl orida Partnership for School Readiness, Inc., which shal

make funding for the program avail able to each school

readi ness coal ition.

(2) The purposes of the Florida Parents as Teachers

Program ar e:

(a) To provide parents with the latest information on

child devel opnment frombirth to 5 years of age and suggest
22

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O ®~NO®Uu D WNPRER O

Florida Senate - 1999 SB 382
2-467A-99

| earni ng opportunities, based on the | atest brain-devel opnent

research, that encourage | anguage and intellectual growth and

t he devel opnent of physical and social skills.

(b) To provide all families within the jurisdiction of

the school readiness coalition with the opportunity to have

their children screened for school readiness, either through

the child' s participation in a children first plan program or

by paynent of a noninal fee, at the ages of 3 1/2 years and 4

1/2 years.
(3) The Florida Parents as Teachers Program shal

i ncl ude personalized hone visits by certified parent educators

trained in child devel opnent, to help parents understand what

to expect during each stage of their child' s devel opnment and

to offer practical tips on how to encourage | earni ng, manage

behavi or, and pronote strong parent-child rel ati onships. The

program shall al so include group neetings, periodic

screeni ngs, a resource network, and foll owp studies,

i ncluding tracking the school readi ness screenings

adm ni stered after the child is in kindergarten, to neasure

school readi ness outcones.

Section 5. School Readi ness Program Needs- Assessnent

Conf er ence. - -
(1) DUTIES. --
(a) The School Readi ness Program Needs- Assessnent

Conference shall develop official information relating to the

state's system of school readi ness program services, including

forecasts of school readiness program needs, as the conference

determines is needed for the state planni ng and budgeti ng

system Such official information nust include, but need not
be limted to, subsidized child care, Head Start,
preki ndergarten early intervention, prekindergarten

23
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1| disabilities, Even-Start literacy, First Start, mgrant

2| prekindergarten, and Title | prekindergarten needs.

3 (b) In addition, the School Readi ness Program

4 | Needs- Assessnent Conference shall estinmate the unduplicated

5] count of children eligible for school readi ness program

6 | services.

7 (c) The Florida Partnership for School Readi ness,

8| Inc., shall provide information on needs and waiting lists for
9 | school readi ness program services requested by the Schoo

10 | Readi ness Program Needs- Assessnent Conference or individua

11| conference principals, in a tinely manner

12 (2) PRINCIPALS. --The Executive Ofice of the Governor
13| the Director of Econonm c and Denographi c Research, and

14 | professional staff, who have forecasting expertise, fromthe
15| Florida Partnership for School Readi ness, Inc., the Departnent
16 | of Children and Family Services, the Departnent of Education
17 | the Senate, and the House of Representatives, or their

18 | designees, are the principals of the School Readi ness Program
19 | Needs- Assessnent Conference. The principal representing the
20 | Executive Ofice of the Governor shall preside over sessions
21| of the conference.

22 Section 6. Subsection (2) of section 414.026, Florida
23| Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anmended to read:

24 414. 026 WAGES Program State Board of Directors.--

25 (2)(a) The board of directors shall be conposed of the
26 | foll owi ng nenbers:

27 1. The Conmi ssioner of Education, or the

28 | conmi ssi oner's desi gnee.

29 2. The Secretary of Children and Fam |y Services.

30 3. The Secretary of Health.

31 4. The Secretary of Labor and Enpl oynent Security.

24
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1 5. The Secretary of Community Affairs.

2 6. The Secretary of Transportation, or the secretary's
3 | desi gnee.

4 7. The director of the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and
5 | Economi ¢ Devel opnent.

6 8. The chairperson of the Florida Partnership for

7 | School Readi ness, Inc.

8 9.8~ The president of the Enterprise Florida workforce
9 | devel opnent board, established under s. 288.9620.

10 10. 9~ The chief executive officer of the Florida

11 | Tourism I ndustry Marketing Corporation, established under s.
12 | 288. 1226.

13 11. #6— Ni ne nenbers appoi nted by the Covernor, as

14 | fol |l ows:

15 a. Six menbers shall be appointed froma list of ten
16 | noni nees, of which five nmust be submitted by the President of
17 | the Senate and five nmust be submitted by the Speaker of the
18 | House of Representatives. The list of five nom nees submtted
19 | by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
20 | Representatives nust each contain at |east three individuals
21| enployed in the private sector, two of whom nust have

22 | managenent experience. One of the five noninees submtted by
23 | the President of the Senate and one of the five noni nees

24 | submitted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives mnust
25| be an elected | ocal governnent official who shall serve as an
26 | ex officio nonvoting nenber

27 b. Three nenbers shall be at-large nenbers appointed
28 | by the Governor

29 c. O the nine nenbers appointed by the Governor, at
30| l east six must be enployed in the private sector and of these,
31| at least five nust have nmanagenent experience.
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1

2 | The nenbers appointed by the Governor shall be appointed to

3| 4-year, staggered terns. Wthin 60 days after a vacancy occurs
41 on the board, the Governor shall fill the vacancy of a nenber
5| appointed fromthe noninees submtted by the President of the
6 | Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives for the
7 | remai nder of the unexpired termfrom one nom nee submtted by
8 | the President of the Senate and one noni nee subnmitted by the
9 | Speaker of the House of Representatives. Wthin 60 days after
10 | a vacancy of a nenber appointed at-large by the Governor

11 | occurs on the board, the Governor shall fill the vacancy for
12 | the renmai nder of the unexpired term The conposition of the
13 | board nust generally reflect the racial, gender, and ethnic
14 | diversity of the state as a whol e.

15 (b) The board of directors shall annually elect a

16 | chairperson from anong t he nenbers appoi nted by the Governor
17 | The board of directors shall neet at |east once each quarter
18 | A nenber appointed by the Governor nay not authorize a

19 | designee to attend a neeting of the board in place of the
20 | nrenber. The Governor nmy renpve an appoi nted nenber for cause
21| and an absence fromthree consecutive neetings results in
22 | automatic renoval, unless the nenber is excused by the
23 | chai r person.
24 (c) Menbers of the board shall serve without
25 | conpensation, but are entitled to rei nbursenent for per diem
26 | and travel expenses as provided in s. 112.061
27 Section 7. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
28| 624.91, Florida Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to read:
29 624.91 The Florida Healthy Kids Corporation Act.--
30 (2) LEG SLATI VE | NTENT. - -
31
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(a) The Legislature finds that increased access to
health care services could inprove children's health and
reduce the incidence and costs of childhood illness and
disabilities anong children in this state. Many children do
not have conprehensive, affordable health care services
available. It is the intent of the Legislature that the
Fl orida Healthy Kids Corporation provide conprehensive health
i nsurance coverage to such children. The corporation is
encouraged to cooperate with any existing health service
prograns funded by the public or the private sector and to
wor k cooperatively with the Florida Partnership for Schoo

Readi ness, I nc.

Section 8. Nothing in this act shall have the effect

of increasing the standards that nust be net by fanmly child

care providers; however, children who receive child care

services fromfanmly child care providers will participate in

school readi ness assessnent upon entering public or private

ki ndergarten or the first grade.
Section 9. Effective July 1, 1999, subsection (4) of
section 411.222, Florida Statutes, is repeal ed.

Section 10. Except as otherw se expressly provided in
this act, this act shall take effect upon becomng a | aw

27
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l EE IR b S b b I S I b b I S S b b I I b S b
2 SENATE SUVMMARY
3 Creates the School Readi ness Act. Establishes the Florida
Partnership for School Readiness, Inc., to act as a
4 nonprofit corporation in admnistering a state schoo
r eadi ness Brogran1 Provi des for the SChool Readi ness
5 vaernln%_ oard to be aPﬂ0|nted and to direct the
artnership. Specifies e responsibilities and duties of
6 he partnershi p and governing board. Requires that the
parthership_prepare a system for neasuring schoo
7 readi ness. Requires that an independent entity eval uate
t he nmeasurenent system Authorizes the partnership to
8 adopt rules. Provides for the voluntary establishnent of
a school  readi ness coalition in each county. Specifies
9 the services to be provided by the coalitions., Requires
that the Departnent of Education adopt the school ]
10 readlness_screenlnﬂ i nstrunents devel oped by the Florida
Partnership for School Readi ness, Inc. Establishes the
11 Florida Parents as Teachers Program under the
urisdiction of the School Readi ness Partnership.
12 rovi des programrequirenents. Creates the Schoo
Readi ness Program Needs- Assessnent Conference to devel op
13 information rélating to the school readi ness prograns,
Provides for the chairperson of the Florida Parthership
14 for School Readiness, Inc., to serve on the WAGES Program
State Board of Directors. Exenpts famly child care
15 roviders fromincreased standards, Abolishes the State
oordi nating Council for Early Chil dhood Services. (See
16 bill for defails.)
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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