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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 HB 39
By Representative Chestnut

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to children in foster care
pl acement or relative placenent; requiring the
devel opnent of a pil ot educational enhancenent
project to provide specialized services to
children in Alachua County and Citrus County;
providing requirenents; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. The Legislature finds that children

entering foster care placenent or relative placenent

experience frequent disruptions, due in part to the linted

supportive services available to the caregivers. The

Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services shall develop a

pilot project in Alachua County and Citrus County with

Iicensed chil d-placing agencies to provide a specialized

educati onal enhancenent programfor children in foster care

pl acenment or relative placenent. The intent of the Educationa

Enhancenent Project is to provide reduced casel oads, increased

inservice training for foster parents, a salary to foster

parents, and additional support to foster parents and relative

caregivers through famly |iaison specialists. The project

shal | provide services to children in foster care placenent or

relative placenent through educational and other supportive

services, in collaboration with the Anchor Center in Al achua

County. Training shall be provided to licensed foster parents

and rel ative caregivers to enhance their skills in providing

care to children. Four fanmily |iaison specialists shal

provide services as part of this project. Every effort shal
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be made to enploy in this project people who are served

t hrough the WAGES Program The project shall receive funding

necessary to be in operation by Cctober 1, 1999.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Requires the Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services

t o devel op the Educational Enhancenent PFO{EC i n. Al achua
County and Citrus County, a pilot project to provide
services for children in foster care placenent or

relative placenent.
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