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HB 433, First Engrossed/ntc

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to unauthorized transm ssions
on tel ecommuni cations frequencies; anending s.
843. 165, F.S.; prohibiting an unauthorized
person fromtransnmitting over a radio frequency
assigned to a governnental agency or an
energency nedi cal services provider; providing
penal ties; providing exceptions; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 843.165, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:
843. 165 Unaut horized transmnmi ssions and interference to

governnental and associ at ed en—potee—or—Fti+re radio

frequenci es prohi bited; penalties; exceptions.--

(1) A Ne person nay not shatH- transmit;or cause to be
transnitted;over any radi o frequency with know edge that such
frequency is assigned by the Federal Communi cati ons Commni ssion

to a state, county, or municipal governnental H+e—or—potiece
agency or water namnagenent district, including, but not

limted to, a | aw enforcenent, fire, governnment

admi ni stration, or energency nmanagenent agency or any public

or private energency nedi cal services provider, any sounds,

jamm ng device, jamrng transni ssions, e+ speech, or radio

frequency carrier wave except: those persons who are uhtess

authorized in witing to do so by the agency's chief

adm ni strator; enployees of the agency who are authorized to

transnit by virtue of their duties with the agency; and those

persons holding a valid station |license assignhed by the
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Federal Conmmuni cati ons Commi ssion to transmt on such

frequenci es heat—of—such—ageney.

(2) A person may not knowi ngly obstruct, jam or

interfere with radi o transm ssi ons nade by vol unt eer

communi cati ons personnel of any state, county, or nunicipa

governnental agency, water nmanagenent district, volunteers of

any public or private energency nedical services provider, or

vol unteers in any established Skywarn program when the

vol unteers are providi ng communi cati ons support upon request

of the governmental agency during tests, drills, field

operations, or energency events.

(3) 2y Any person who violates this section commits
stbseeton—{(I)—+s—gutty—of a nm sdenmeanor of the first degree,
puni shabl e as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

(463 It is |amful net—untawful- for any person to
transnit-or cause to be transmtted;-speech or sounds over
any authorized transnitter operating on asstgned—to—potece—or
f++e frequencies specified in subsection (1)when the person

(a) Sueh—person Has been commanded to do so by an
aut hori zed operator of the transmtter; of

(b) Sueh—person |s acting to sumon assistance for the
aut hori zed operator who, for any reason, is unable to nake the

transm ssi on; or—
(c) Is aradio technician or installer who is testing,

repairing, or installing radi o equi prent at the request of a

state, county, or nunicipal governnental agency, water

managenent district or licensed public or private energency

nedi cal services provider
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
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