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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 CS/ HB 445

K IIBy the Cormittee on Community Affairs and Representative
elly

Abill to be entitled

An act relating to ad val oremtax exenption;
anending s. 196.101, F.S.; revising the incone
limtation with respect to the exenption for

t he honestead of a paraplegic, heniplegic, or
other totally and permanently di sabl ed person
who nust use a wheelchair for nobility or who
is legally blind; providing for subm ssion of
the incone statenent required in connection
with said income linitation every third year,
begi nning in 2001; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 196.101, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

196. 101 Exenption for totally and pernmanently disabl ed
persons. - -

(1) Any real estate used and owned as a honestead by
any quadriplegic is exenpt fromtaxation

(2) Any real estate used and owned as a honestead by a
par apl egic, hemiplegic, or other totally and permanently
di sabl ed person, as defined in s. 196.012(11), who nust use a
wheel chair for nobility or who is legally blind, is exenpt
fromtaxation.

(3) The production by any totally and permanently
di sabl ed person entitled to the exenption in subsection (1) or
subsection (2) of a certificate of such disability fromtwo
licensed doctors of this state or fromthe United States
Departnent of Veterans Affairs or its predecessor to the
property apprai ser of the county wherein the property lies, is
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prima facie evidence of the fact that he or she is entitled to
such exenpti on.

(4)(a) A person entitled to the exenption in
subsection (2) nmust be a pernmanent resident of this state.
Subm ssion of an affidavit that the applicant clainmng the
exenpti on under subsection (2) is a pernanent resident of this
state is prima facie proof of such residence. However, the
gross inconme of all persons residing in or upon the honestead
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for the prior year shall not exceed the nedian incone for the
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state for the previous cal endar year$i4,566. For the
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pur poses of this section, the term"gross i ncone" includes
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United States Departnent of Veterans Affairs benefits and any
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soci al security benefits paid to the persons.
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23 (b) te) The departnment shall require by rule that the

24 | taxpayer anfntatty subnit, every third cal endar year begi nning
251 in 2001,a sworn statenent of gross incone, pursuant to

26 | paragraph (a). The departnent shall require that the filing
27 | of such statement be acconpani ed by copies of federal incone
28 | tax returns for the prior year, wage and earnings statenents
29| (W2 forns), and other docunents it deens necessary, for each
30 | nenber of the household. The taxpayer's statenent shall attest
31| to the accuracy of such copies. The departnent shal
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prescribe and furnish a formto be used for this purpose which
formshall include spaces for a separate listing of United
States Departnment of Veterans Affairs benefits and soci al
security benefits. Al records produced by the taxpayer under
this paragraph are confidential in the hands of the property
apprai ser, the departnent, the tax collector, and the Auditor
CGeneral and shall not be divulged to any person, firm or
corporation except upon court order or order of an
admi ni strative body having quasi-judicial powers in ad val orem
tax matters, and such records are exenpt fromthe provisions
of s. 119.07(1).

(5) The physician's certification shall read as

foll ows:
PHYSI Cl AN' S CERTI FI CATI ON
OF
TOTAL AND PERMANENT DI SABI LI TY
I, ...(name of physician)..., a physician |icensed pursuant to

chapter 458 or chapter 459, Florida Statutes, hereby certify
M. .... Ms. .... Mss .... Ms. .... ...(nane of totally and
permanently di sabl ed person)..., social security nunber ....,
is totally and permanently di sabled as of January 1,
...(year)..., due to the follow ng nental or physica
condition(s):

Quadri pl egi a
Par apl egi a
Hem pl egi a
.... Oher total and pernmanent disability requiring use
of a wheelchair for nobility
3
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1 Legal Blindness

2

3|1t is ny professional belief that the above-naned condition(s)
4 render M. .... Ms. .... Mss .... Ms. .... totally and

5| permanently disabled, and that the foregoing statenents are

6| true, correct, and conplete to the best of ny know edge and

7 | professional belief.

8

O ] Signature. . ...
10 | Address (Print) . ... . e e
0 0 N =
12 | Florida Board of Medicine or Gsteopathic Medicine |license

13 | nunber

I
15 [ Issued ON. ...
16

17 | NOTI CE TO TAXPAYER: Each Fl orida resident applying for a total
18 | and permanent disability exenption nust present to the county
19 | property appraiser, on or before March 1 of each year, a copy
20| of this formor a letter fromthe United States Departnent of
21| Veterans Affairs or its predecessor. Each formis to be

22 | conpleted by a licensed Florida physician

23

24 | NOTI CE TO TAXPAYER AND PHYSI Cl AN: Section 196.131(2), Florida
25| Statutes, provides that any person who shall know ngly and

26 | willfully give false information for the purpose of clainng
27 | honest ead exenption shall be guilty of a nisdeneanor of the
28 | first degree, punishable by a termof inprisonnent not

29 | exceeding 1 year or a fine not exceedi ng $5,000, or both.

30 Section 2. This act shall take effect January 1, 2000.
31
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