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By Representative Levine

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to discretionary sal es

3 surtaxes; anending s. 212.055, F.S.

4 aut hori zi ng any county to levy a county |and

5 use, environnental preservation, and growh

6 control surtax; providing the maxi numrate and

7 period of |evy; requiring referendum approval;

8 providing for use of the proceeds; providing

9 for administration; providing an effective

10 dat e.

11

12 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

13

14 Section 1. Subsection (8) is added to section 212. 055,
15| Florida Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, to read:

16 212.055 Discretionary sal es surtaxes; |egislative

17 | intent; authorization and use of proceeds.--It is the

18 | legislative intent that any authorization for inposition of a
19 | discretionary sales surtax shall be published in the Florida
20| Statutes as a subsection of this section, irrespective of the
21 | duration of the levy. Each enactnent shall specify the types
22 | of counties authorized to levy; the rate or rates which nay be
23 | inposed; the maximumlength of tinme the surtax nay be inposed,
24 | if any; the procedure which nust be followed to secure voter
25 | approval, if required; the purpose for which the proceeds nay
26 | be expended; and such other requirenents as the Legislature
27 | may provide. Taxable transactions and adninistrative

28 | procedures shall be as provided in s. 212.054.

29 (8) COUNTY LAND USE, ENVI RONMVENTAL PRESERVATI ON, AND
30 | GROMH CONTROL SURTAX. - -

31
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1 (a) The governing body of any county may |levy a

2| discretionary sales surtax pursuant to this subsection. The

3| levy of the surtax shall be pursuant to ordi nance approved by
4] a nmajority of the electors of the county voting in a

5| referendum on the surt ax.

6 (b) The rate of the surtax shall be up to 1 percent.

7| The surtax shall not be levied for a period | onger than 10

8| years.

9 (c) The proposal to adopt a discretionary sal es surtax
10| as provided in this subsection and to create a trust fund

11 | within the county accounts shall be placed on the ballot in
12 | accordance with law at a tine to be set at the discretion of
13 | the governing body. A statenent which includes a brief genera
14 | description of the authorized uses of the surtax shall be

15| pl aced on the ball ot by the governing body. The foll ow ng

16 | question shall be placed on the ballot:

17

18 ....FOR the ....-cent sales tax

19 ... .AGAINST the ....-cent sales tax

20

21 (d) The proceeds of the surtax authorized by this

22 | subsection may only be used for the foll owi ng purposes:

23 1. To acquire fee interests or easenents in lands to
24 | create county parks and recreation areas for the purpose, in
25| whole or in part, of conserving |land, preserving green spaces,
26 | preservi ng open spaces, and establishing greenbelts.

27 2. To acquire fee interests or easenents in |lands for
28 | the purpose of restoring or preserving ecosystens and natura
29 | wildlife habitats.

30 3. To acquire fee interests or easenents in |lands for
31| the purpose of protecting water quality or |ocal water
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availability, including | ands intended to serve as water

recharge areas

4., To acquire fee interests or easenents in |lands for

the purpose of limting | ands which are available for

devel opnent to encourage urban infill devel opnent, to

encour age hi gher density devel opnent than m ght ot herw se

occur, and to noderate the rate of population growth in a

geogr aphi ¢ ar ea.

5. To conpensate | andowners for the | oss of any

constitutionally protected property right, including reduced

val ue of land, which is the result of county governnent

restrictions on | and devel opment enacted after the effective

date of this subsection to achieve any of the purposes

specified in subparagraphs 1., 2., 3., or 4.

(e) Moneys collected pursuant to this subsection shal

be distributed by the departnment on a regular and periodic

basis to the clerk of the circuit court as ex officio

custodi an of the funds. The clerk of the circuit court shall

1. Miintain the noneys in the trust fund created for

thi s purpose.

2. lnvest any funds held on deposit in the trust fund

pursuant to general |aw.

3. Disburse the funds, including any interest earned,

upon directive fromthe governi ng body.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Aut hori zes any county to levy a county |and use,

envi ronnent al “preservation, and growmh control sal es
surtax of up to 1 percent for up to 10 years. Requires
ref erendum approval . Provides for use of the proceeds.
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