Florida Senate - 1999 SJR 66
By Senator G ant

13-109-99
1 Senate Joint Resol uti on No.
2 A joint resolution proposing an anmendnment to
3 Section 3 of Article | of the State
4 Constitution relating to religious freedom
5
6| Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
7
8 That the follow ng anendnent to Section 3 of Article |
9] of the State Constitution is agreed to and shall be subnitted
10| to the electors of this state for approval or rejection at the
11 | next general election or at an earlier special election
12 | specifically authorized by |aw for that purpose:
13 ARTI CLE |
14 DECLARATI ON OF RI GHTS
15 SECTION 3. Religious freedom--There shall be no | aw
16 | respecting the establishnment of religion or prohibiting or
17 | penalizing the free exercise thereof. The state or any
18 | political subdivision or agency thereof shall not
19 | substantially burden the free exercise of religion of any
20 | person, even if the burden results froma rule of genera
21 | applicability. The state or any political subdivision or
22 | agency thereof may substantially burden a person's free
23 | exercise of religion only if the state or politica
24 | subdi vi si on or agency thereof denpnstrates that application of
25| the burden to the person is in furtherance of a conpelling
26 | interest of the state or a political subdivision or agency
27 | thereof and is the least restrictive neans of furthering that
28 | conpelling interest. The state or any political subdivision or
29 | agency thereof shall not substantially burden the free
30 | exercise of religion of any person incarcerated within any
31| correctional facility in the state, even if the burden results
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froma rule of general applicability. The state or any

political subdivision or agency thereof nmay substantially

burden the free exercise of religion of any person

incarcerated within any correctional facility in the state

only if the burden is in furtherance of a substanti al

penol ogical interest and is the |least restrictive neans of

furthering that substantial penological interest. Religious

freedom shall not justify practices inconsistent with public
noral s, peace or safety. No revenue of the state or any
political subdivision or agency thereof shall ever be taken
fromthe public treasury directly or indirectly in aid of any
church, sect, or religious denomnation or in aid of any
sectarian institution.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the followi ng statenment be
pl aced on the ball ot:

CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDNMENT

PROHI Bl TI NG STATE FROM SUBSTANTI ALLY BURDENI NG THE FREE
EXERCI SE OF RELI A ON. - - Proposi ng an anendnent to the State
Constitution to prohibit the state fromsubstantially
burdening the free exercise of religion of any person, except
upon denonstration that the burden is in furtherance of a
conpelling interest or substantial penological interest and is
the least-restrictive neans of furthering that interest.
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