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SENATE AMENDMVENT
Bill No. CS for CS for SB 660
Anmendnment No.

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Senat or Jones noved the foll owi ng anendnent to anmendnent
(782172):

Senate Amendment (with title amendment)
On page 16, between |lines 15 and 16,

i nsert:

Section 5. Section 39.4085, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

39.4085 Legislative findings and declaration of intent

for goals for dependent children.--The Legislature finds and

decl ares that the design and delivery of child welfare

servi ces should be directed by the principle that the health

and safety of children should be of paranmount concern and,

therefore, establishes the following goals for children in

shelter or foster care:

(1) To receive a copy of this act and have it fully

expl ained to them when they are placed in the custody of the

depart nent.
(2) To enjoy individual dignity, liberty, pursuit of

happi ness, and the protection of their civil and legal rights
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as persons in the custody of the state.

(3) To have their privacy protected, have their

personal bel ongi ngs secure and transported with them and,

unl ess ot herwi se ordered by the court, have uncensored

communi cati on, including receiving and sendi ng unopened

communi cati ons and havi ng access to a tel ephone.

(4) To have personnel providing services who are

sufficiently qualified and experienced to assess the risk

children face prior to renoval fromtheir hones and to neet

the needs of the children once they are in the custody of the

depart nent.
(5) To remmin in the custody of their parents or |ega

custodi ans unless and until there has been a determ nation by

a qualified person exercising conpetent professional judgnment

that renoval is necessary to protect their physical, nental

or enotional health or safety.

(6) To have a full risk, health, educational, nedica

and psychol ogi cal screening and, if needed, assessnent and

testing upon adjudication into foster care; and to have their

phot ograph and fingerprints included in their case nmanagenent

file.

(7) To be referred to and receive services, including

necessary nedical, enotional, psychol ogical, psychiatric and

educati onal eval uations and treatnent, as soon as practicable

after identification of the need for such services by the

screeni ng and assessnent Process.

(8) To be placed in a hone with no nore than one other

child, unless they are part of a sibling group

(9) To be placed away fromother children known to

pose a threat of harmto them either because of their own

risk factors or those of the other child.
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(10) To be placed in a honme where the shelter or

foster caregiver is aware of and understands the child's

hi story, needs, and risk factors.

(11) To be the subject of a plan devel oped by the

counsel or and the shelter or foster caregiver to deal with

identified behaviors that may present a risk to the child or

ot hers.
(12) To be involved and incorporated, where

appropriate, in the devel opnent of the case plan, to have a

case plan which will address their specific needs, and to

obj ect to any of the provisions of the case pl an.

(13) To receive neani ngful case nanagenent and

planning that will quickly return the child to his or her

famly or nove the child on to other forns of pernanency.

(14) To receive regular communication with a

caseworker, at |east once a nonth, which shall include neeting

with the child alone and conferring with the shelter or foster

car egi ver.
(15) To enjoy regular visitation, at |east once a

week, with their siblings unless the court orders otherw se.

(16) To enjoy regular visitation with their parents,

at | east once a nonth, unless the court orders otherw se.

(17) To receive a free and appropriate education

m ninmal disruption to their education and retention in their

hone school, if appropriate; referral to the child study team

al| special educational services, including, where

appropriate, the appointnent of a parent surrogate; the

sharing of all necessary information between the school board

and the departnent, including information on attendance and

educati onal progress.

(18) To be able to raise grievances with the
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departnent over the care they are receiving fromtheir

caregi vers, caseworkers, or other service providers.

(19) To be heard by the court, if appropriate, at al

revi ew hearings.

(20) To have a guardian ad litem appointed to

represent, within reason, their best interests and, where

appropriate, an attorney ad |litem appointed to represent their

legal interests; the guardian ad litemand attorney ad litem

shal |l have inmrediate and unlinited access to the children they

represent.
(21) To have all their records available for review by

their guardian ad litemand attorney ad litemif they deem

such revi ew necessary.

(22) To organize as a group for purposes of ensuring

that they receive the services and living conditions to which

they are entitled and to provide support for one another while

in the custody of the departnent.

(23) To be afforded pronpt access to all avail able

state and federal prograns, including, but not limted to:

Early Periodic Screening, D agnosis, and Testing ( EPSDT)

servi ces, devel opnental services prograns, Medicare and

suppl enental security incone, Children's Medical Services, and

prograns for severely enpotionally disturbed children.

The provisions of this section establish goals and not rights.

Nothing in this section shall be interpreted as requiring the

delivery of any particular service or level of service in

excess of existing appropriations. No person shall have a

cause of action against the state or any of its subdivisions,

agenci es, contractors, subcontractors, or agents, based upon

the adoption of or failure to provide adequate funding for the
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achi evenent of these goals by the Legislature. Nothing herein

shall require the expenditure of funds to neet the goals

establ i shed herein except funds specifically appropriated for

such purpose.

(Redesi gnat e subsequent sections.)

=—=============== T | T L E A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:
On page 18, line 2, after "severability;"

i nsert:
creating s. 39.4085, F.S.; providing
| egislative intent; specifying goals in support
of a "Bill of Rights," specifying the rights of
dependent children in shelter or foster care;
clarifying that the establishnment of goals does
not create rights; prohibiting certain causes
of action;
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