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Florida Senate - 1999 SB 776

By Senator Bronson

18- 750- 99 See HB
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to sport shooting ranges;
providi ng definitions; providing exenption
fromcivil liability and crininal prosecution
for owners and users of sport shooting ranges
With respect to noise pollution resulting from
t he operation of the range under certain
ci rcunstances; exenpting sport shooting ranges
fromspecified rules; prohibiting certain
nui sance actions agai nst sport shooting ranges;
providing for the continued operation of sport
shooting ranges under specified circunstances;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Sport shooting ranges; definitions;

exenption fromliability; exenption from specified rul es;

exenption from nui sance actions; continued operation.--

(1) Definitions.--As used in this act, the foll ow ng

terns shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

(a) "Unit of local government" neans a unit of |oca

governnent created or established by | aw, including, but not

limted to, a city, consolidated governnent, county,

netropolitan governnent, nunicipality, town, or village.

(b) "Person" nmeans an individual, corporation

proprietorshi p, partnership, association, club, two or nore

persons having a joint or comopn interest, or any other |ega

entity.
(c) "Sport shooting range" or "range" neans an area

desi gned and operated for the use of rifles, shotguns,
1
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pi stols, silhouettes, skeet, trap, black powder, or any other

simlar type of sport shooting.

(2) Notwithstandi ng any other provision of law, a

person who operates or uses a sport shooting range in this

state shall not be subject to civil liability or crimina

prosecution in any matter relating to noise or noise pollution

which results fromthe operation or use of a sport shooting

range, if the range is in conpliance with any noise contro

| aws or ordi nances adopted by a unit of |ocal governnent

applicable to the range and its operation at the tine of

construction or initial operation of the range.

(3) A person who operates or uses a sport shooting

range is not subject to an action for nuisance, and a court of

this state shall not enjoin the use or operation of a sport

shooting range on the basis of noise or noise pollution, if

the range is in conpliance with any noise control |aws or

ordi nances that applied to the range and its operation at the

time of construction or initial operation of the range.

(4) Rules adopted by any state departnent or agency

for limting levels of noise in terns of decibel |evels which

may occur in the outdoor atnobsphere shall not apply to a sport

shooting range exenpted fromliability under this act.

(5) A person who acquires title to or owns rea

property adversely affected by the use of property with a

permanently | ocated and i nproved sport shooting range shal

not nmintain a nui sance action agai nst the person who owns the

range to restrain, enjoin, or inpede the use of the range

where there has not been a substantial change in the nature of

the use of the range. This section does not prohibit actions

for negligence or recklessness in the operation of a sport

shooting range or by a person using the range.
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(6) A sport shooting range that is not in violation of

existing law at the tine of the enactnent of an ordinance

applicable to the sport shooting range shall be pernmitted to

continue in operation even if the operation of the sport

shooting range does not conformto the new ordi nhance or an

anmendnent to an existing ordi nance.

(7) Except as otherwi se provided in this act, this act

shall not prohibit a local governnent fromregulating the

| ocation and construction of a sport shooting range after the

effective date of this act.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

| aw.
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Def i nes "sport shooting range" for_Purposes of the act.
Provi des_exenption fromcivil liability and crim nal
prosecution for owners and users of strt shooti ng ranges
Wi th respect to noise pollution resulting fromthe
operation of the range under certain circunstances.
Exenpts sport shooting ranges from specified rules. ]
Prohi bits certain nuiSance actions agai nst sport shooting
ranges. Provides for the continued operation of sport
shooting ranges under specified circunstances.
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