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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 HB 851
By Representatives Cosgrove and Sorensen

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to rural hospitals; anending s.
408.07, F.S.; redefining the term"rura
hospital" for the purpose of state |aw
governing health care administration to include
certain hospitals in charter counties;
providing for future review and repeal
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (42) of section 408.07, Florida
Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to read.

408.07 Definitions.--As used in this chapter, with the
exception of ss. 408.031-408.045, the term

(42) "Rural hospital" neans an acute care hospita
I i censed under chapter 395, having 100 or fewer |icensed beds
and an energency room located in an area defined as rural by
the United States Census, and which is:

(a) The sole provider within a county with a
popul ation density of no greater than 100 persons per square
mile;

(b) An acute care hospital, in a county with a
popul ati on density of no greater than 100 persons per square
mle, whichis at least 30 nminutes of travel time, on nornmally
travel ed roads under normal traffic conditions, from another
acute care hospital within the sanme county; of

(c) A hospital supported by a tax district or
subdi strict whose boundari es enconpass a popul ati on of 100
persons or fewer per square mle; or
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(d) A hospital in a constitutional charter county with

a popul ation of over 1 nmillion persons that has inposed a

| ocal option health service tax pursuant to law and in an area

that was directly inpacted by a catastrophic event on August
24, 1992, for which the Governor of Florida declared a state
of energency pursuant to chapter 125, and has 120 beds or |ess

that serves an agricultural conmunity with an energency room

utilization of no less than 20,000 visits and a Medi cai d

in-patient utilization rate greater than 15 percent.

Popul ati on densities used in this subsection nust be based
upon the nost recently conpleted United States census.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999,
and shall stand repealed effective July 1, 2006, unless
reviewed and readopted by the Legislature prior to that date.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Redefines the term"rural hospital" for the purpose of
state | aw governing health care adm nistration to include
a hospital "in a constitutional charter county with a
Populatlon of over 1 mllion persons that has inposed a
ocal option health service tax pursuant to |aw and in an
area that was directly |&Bacted y a catastrophic event
on August 24, 1992, for ich the Governor of Florida
decl afed a state of energency pursuant to chapter 125,
F.S., and has 120 beds of |eSs that serves an o ]
agri cul tural connunlt% Wi th an enmergency roomutilization
of no less than 20,000 visits and a Medicaid in-patient
utilization rate greater than 15 percent. Provi des for
repeal on July 1, "2006, unless reviewed and readopted by
the Legislature prior to that date.
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