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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 HR 9007
By Representative Crady

House Resol ution
A resolution declaring 1999 to be the Year of
the Soil Survey Centennial

WHEREAS, soil is an inportant natural resource that is
limted, fragile, alive, and diverse, and has severa
i mportant functions, including food production and carbon
sequestration, making it a national resource of critica
i mportance that is often taken for granted or overl ooked, and

WHEREAS, inasnuch as understanding soil is vital to
good nmanagenent and to building resources for the future, it
is a wise investnent to maintain and i nprove our know edge of
soils, and

VWHEREAS, each state in the United States has selected a
state soil, with 15 states establishing their state soil by
| egislation, including Florida, which established Myakka fine
sand as its official state soil in 1989, and

WHEREAS, the first United States soil survey operations
began in the sumer of 1899, and

WHEREAS, soil surveys provide an unbi ased,
sci ence-based, technical foundation for federal |egislation
such as the FarmBill, and for state and federal |egislation
on a wi de range of issues such as taxation, septic tank
absorption fields, wetlands, |and application of waste, and
identification of potential environnental problem areas, thus
havi ng trenendous public val ue, and

WHEREAS, the Florida Legislature supported and funded
the Accelerated Soil Survey of Florida for sone 20 years, and

WHEREAS, in 1999 the soil survey programwi |l be 100
years old, NOW THEREFORE
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Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
Fl ori da:

That 1999 is declared to be the Year of the Soil Survey
Cent enni al .
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