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1 House Resol ution

2 A resolution in support of the designation of

3 "Florida G tizenship and Leadership Day."

4

5 VWHEREAS, the citizens of Florida are the assets,

6 | governnent, and heart of the Sunshine State, and

7 VWHEREAS, as citizens and | eaders, we each can nake a

8| contribution to the betternent of the entire comunity and

9| state in which we live as we enter the 21st Century, and

10 WHEREAS, grassroots participatory denpocracy which

11| fosters positive community engagenent and community buil di ng,
12| locally to globally, is both a right and responsibility of

13 | each Floridi an, and

14 WHEREAS, a grassroots approach and initiative for an
15| annual Florida Citizenship and Leadership Day would foster

16 | creative solutions to governmental and community issues and
17 | recogni ze those individuals and groups who have contributed to
18 | t hose sol uti ons, and

19 WHEREAS, Florida, with its wide array of cultural and
20| historical diversity and tal ent, wel cones cross-sector
21| coalitions of groups to individual initiatives to participate
22| in and bring innovation to the very best practices and
23 | prograns dealing with governnental and conmunity issues, and
24 WHEREAS, "Florida Ctizenship and Leadershi p Day" woul d
25 | provi de a unique opportunity to explore Florida's best
26 | practices and prograns relating to governnental and conmmunity
27 | i ssues, and
28 VWHEREAS, there is a need to redefine and enhance the
29 | concept and practical applications of citizenship and
30| l eadership in today's challenging tines, especially as we
31| enter the 21st Century, and
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WHEREAS, the nission, purpose, and goal of Florida
Citizenship and Leadership Day is to foster, highlight,
express appreciation for, and reward positive contributions
and initiatives in a variety of citizenship and | eadership
endeavors in both the private sector and the public sector
and

WHEREAS, Florida is nationally regarded as a |l eader in
"CGovernnent in the Sunshine" and other innovations for better
governnent, and the observance of this special day would set
an exanpl e and and serve as a nodel for other states, and

WHEREAS, Florida in the year 2000 will be one of the
| argest states in the nation, with increased popul ation
political influence, and prom nence that will provide nore
opportunities for |eadership roles and citizen participation
and

VWHEREAS, a statewide Florida Civic Summt will be held
in 1999 to serve as a catalyst for coalitions of civic
| eadershi p groups to pronote prograns, events, and educationa
opportunities for Florida students and adults, and

WHEREAS, in choosing a date on which to hold Florida
Citizenship and Leadershi p Day, the designation of March 10,
the birthdate of former Florida Governor LeRoy Colli ns,
recogni zed as "Floridian of the Century" in 1991 by the
Florida Legislature, will serve as an inspiration and a
rem nder of the high | evels of aspiration and achi evenent set
by forner Governor Collins, and

WHEREAS, because March 10 coi ncides with the Regul ar
Session of the Florida Legislature, it will afford el ected
officials an opportunity to have a high level of participation
in Florida Ctizenship and Leadershi p Day, and
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1 WHEREAS, in observance of Florida Ctizenship and

2 | Leadershi p Day, educational entities throughout Florida can

3| serve to facilitate resources and to play pivotal or catalytic
4 roles in this endeavor, especially the State Community Coll ege
5] System initiated by Governor Collins, and libraries

6 | throughout the state, in that they touch the lives of so many
7 | students and adults throughout the state, and

8 WHEREAS, it is fitting and appropriate that the State
9| of Florida support the designation and observance of an annua
10| "Florida Citizenship and Leadership Day," NON THEREFORE

11

12 | Be It Resol ved by the House of Representatives of the State of
13 | Fl orida:

14

15 That the Florida House of Representatives hereby

16 | supports the establishnment of an annual "Florida Citizenship
17 | and Leadership Day," conmmencing on March 10, 2000.
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