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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 HR 9179
By Representative Lawson

House Resol ution
A resolution in recognition of the Florida A&M
University Rattlers nen's basketball team

WHEREAS, Florida A&M University's nmen's basketball team
began its 1998-1999 season with an 0-10 record, |osing 13 of
its first 14 ganes for the team s second worst start in schoo
hi story, and

VHEREAS, however, on March 6, 1999, the Florida A&V
University nmen's basketball team defeated South Carolina State
by the score of 64-61, thus becoming the Md-Eastern Athletic
Conf erence Chanpions and earning an automatic bid to the NCAA
Men' s Basket ball Tour nanent, and

WHEREAS, in a truly renarkabl e turnaround to their
season, the Rattlers, who were seeded seventh in the MEAC
Tour nanent, beat the top three seeded teans in the tournanent
towin their first conference chanpionship since 1991, thus
beconi ng the | owest seeded teamin | eague history to win the
automatic bid to the NCAA Tournanent, and

VWHEREAS, in a turn of events that enhanced the teanis
al ready-acqui red underdog nystique to the greatest possible
degree, the No. 16-seed Rattlers were paired in the opening
round of the NCAA Tour nanent agai nst what nany consider to be
the top college teamin the nation and perhaps one of the best
coll ege teans to ever play basketball, the No. 1-seed Duke
Bl ue Devils, and

WHEREAS, the efforts of Head Coach M ckey C ayton, the
Rattl er assistant coaches, and the players which placed them
in the 1999 NCAA Tournanent has garnered consi derabl e nedia
attention for the Rattlers across the country, and
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WHEREAS, reporting of the Rattlers' story yielded
consi stent anal yses of Florida A&M s success, all of which
centered on perseverance, conmitnent, and the deternmination to
never give up, and

WHEREAS, the 1998-1999 Florida A&M University Rattlers
nmen' s basketball team has earned its rightful place in the
litany of nenorabl e underdogs in the world of sports, and

WHEREAS, it is fitting and appropriate that the Florida
House of Representatives recognize the 1998-1999 Fl ori da A&M
University Rattlers nen's basketball teamfor its exceptiona
regul ar season and for its invitation to the 1999 NCAA Men's
Basket bal | Tour nanent, NOW THEREFORE

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
Fl ori da:

That the House of Representatives of the State of
Fl ori da hereby recogni zes the Florida A&M University Rattlers
nmen's basketball team and offers its congratulations to the
pl ayers, coaches, and staff for wi nning the 1999 M d-Eastern
Atl antic Conference Chanpionship and for its invitation to the
1999 NCAA Men's Basketbal | Tournament .

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this resolution
be transmitted to the nenbers of the 1998-1999 Fl ori da A&M
University nmen's basketball team John Cuyler, Kevin CGeorge,
James Harris, Travis Grant, Kendric G een, Cayton Jenkins,
Bri an Johnson, Jani e Johnson, Derrick Magee, Frank Ol ver
Monr oe Pi ppins, Jamaal Rhodes, Rod Seay, Mrris Scott, and
Eri ¢ Tubbs, to assistant coaches Jim Baxter and Melvin Smth,
and to Head Coach M ckey C ayton as a tangi ble token of the
sentinents expressed herein.
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