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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 HR 9213
By Representative Ritter

House Resol ution
A resol ution designating the nonth of Apri
1999 as Child Abuse and Negl ect Prevention
Mont h.

VWHEREAS, 79,641 children in the State of Florida were
identified as being abused or neglected during fiscal year
1997- 1998, and

WHEREAS, child abuse and neglect result in significant
trauma to the child, famly, and society, as they cause
children to suffer serious illness and injury, resulting in
i mpai rnent of physical, intellectual, and enotiona
functioning and wel |l -being, or even death, and

WHEREAS, children who are abused or neglected are at
much greater risk of becom ng abusive or neglectful as
parents, and

WHEREAS, child abuse and negl ect prevention services
can reduce the costs society nust bear in dealing with the
results of child abuse and negl ect, and these services can
hel p keep children and famlies out of already overburdened
and expensive social welfare and crimnal justice systens, and

WHEREAS, 1999 marks the 16th anniversary of child abuse
and negl ect prevention services in the State of Florida, and

VWHEREAS, the children of Florida deserve the
opportunity to grow and thrive in healthy environnents, free
fromthreats of violence and harm and

WHEREAS, during the nonth of April, public and private
sector agencies, child care professionals, child advocates,
and residents will be increasing the public's awareness of
child abuse and negl ect prevention, NOWN THEREFORE
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Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of
Fl ori da:

That the House of Representatives of the State of
Fl orida designates April 1999 as Child Abuse and Negl ect
Prevention Month in Florida and urges all residents to | end
their support in efforts to prevent the abuse and negl ect of
our children during this nonth and throughout the year
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