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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 HB 923
By Representative Prieguez

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to hone health agenci es;
anmending s. 400.462, F.S.; defining the term
"honme health aide" and redefining the term
"nurse registry"; amending s. 400.506, F.S.
aut hori zing nurse registries to refer hone
health aides for contract; conformng
provi sions; deleting a dual-registration
requi rement; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 400.462, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

400.462 Definitions.--As used in this part, the term

(1) "Certified nursing assistant" neans any person who
has been issued a certificate after fulfilling the
requi renments of s. 400.211

(2) "Conpanion" or "sitter" neans a person who cares
for an elderly, handi capped, or conval escent individual and
acconpani es such individual on trips and outings and may
prepare and serve neals to such individual

(3) "Departnent" neans the Departnent of Health and
Rehabi litative Services.

(4) "Hone health agency" neans an organi zation that
provi des hone health services and staffing services for health
care facilities.

(5) "Hone health agency personnel" neans persons who
are enployed by or under contract with a hone health agency
and enter the hone or place of residence of patients at any
time in the course of their enploynent or contract.
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(6) "Hone health aide" neans a person who has

acconplished training required by the Agency for Health Care

Adm nistration and is authorized to provi de hands-on care,

i ncluding assisting the patient in the activities of daily

living, such as dressing, groom ng, bathing, eating, and

personal hygi ene, and assisting with physical transfer

ambul ati on, and sel f-adm ni stered nedi cati ons.

(7)t6) "Home heal th services" neans health and nedica
servi ces and nedi cal supplies furnished to an individual by
hone heal th agency personnel or by others under arrangenents
with the agency, on a visiting basis, in the individual's hone
or place of residence. The termincludes, but is not linmted
to, the foll ow ng:

(a) Nursing care.

(b) Physical, occupational, respiratory, or speech
t her apy.

(c) Home health aide services.

(d) Nutritional guidance.

(e) Medical supplies, restricted to drugs and
bi ol ogi cal s prescribed by a physician.

(8) 7 "Honmenaker" means a person who performs
househol d chores that include housekeepi ng, neal planning and
preparation, shopping assistance, and routine household
activities for an elderly, handi capped, or conval escent
i ndi vi dual

(9) 8y "Nurse registry" neans any person that
procures, offers, prom ses, or attenpts to secure
heal t h-care-rel ated contracts for registered nurses, |icensed
practical nurses, certified nursing assistants, hone health
ai des, sitters, conpanions, or honenakers, who are conpensated
by fees as independent contractors, including, but not linmted
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to, contracts for the provision of services to patients and
contracts to provide private duty or staffing services to
health care facilities |icensed under chapter 395 or this
chapter.

(10) ¢9) "Patient” means any person who receives hone
health services in his or her hone or place of residence.

(11) (36) "Screeni ng" neans the assessnent of the
background of hone health agency personnel, nurse registry
personnel, and persons regi stered under s. 400.509 and
i ncl udes enpl oynent history checks, records checks of the
departnent's central abuse hotline under chapter 415 rel ating
to vul nerabl e adults, and statew de crimnal records
correspondence checks through the Departnent of Law
Enf or cement .

(12) (1) "Staffing services" neans services provided
to a health care facility on a tenporary basis by licensed
health care personnel, including certified nursing assistants.

Section 2. Subsection (10) of section 400.506, Florida
Statutes, 1998 Supplenent, is anended to read:

400.506 Licensure of nurse registries; requirenents;
penal ties. --

(10)(a) A nurse registry may refer for contract in
private residences registered nurses and |icensed practica
nurses registered and |icensed under chapter 464, certified
nursing assistants certified under s. 400.211, hone health
ai des, and sitters, conpanions, or honemakers for the purposes
of providing those services authorized under s. 400.509(1).

(b) A certified nursing assistant or hone health aide

may be referred for a contract to provide care to a patient in

his or her hone only if that patient is under a physician's

care. A certified nursing assistant referred for contract in
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a private residence shall be limted to assisting a patient

wi th bathing, dressing, toileting, groom ng, eating, physical
transfer, and those normal daily routines the patient could
performfor hinself or herself were he or she physically
capable. A certified nursing assistant may not provide

nedi cal or other health care services that require specialized
training and that may be perfornmed only by licensed health
care professionals. The nurse registry shall obtain the nane
and address of the attendi ng physician and send witten
notification to the physician within 48 hours after a contract
is concluded that a certified nursing assistant will be
providing care for that patient.

(c) A registered nurse shall make nonthly visits to
the patient's honme to assess the patient's condition and the
gquality of care being provided by the certified nursing
assi stant or honme health aide. Any condition that whieh in

t he professional judgnent of the nurse requires further

nedi cal attention shall be reported to the attendi ng physician
and the nurse registry. The assessnent shall becone a part of
the patient's file with the nurse registry and may be revi ewed
by the Agency for Health Care Administration during their

survey procedure.
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Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Defines the term"hone health aide" and provides for such
Bgrsons to be referred for contract by nurse registries.
| etes a dual -registration requirenent.
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