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ENROLLED
1999 Legislature HB 971, First Engrossed

An act relating to Citrus County; providing for
codi fication of special |aws regarding special
districts pursuant to chapter 97-255, Laws of
Florida, relating to the Citrus County Hospita
Board, an independent special district in
Citrus County; providing legislative intent;
codi fyi ng, anendi ng, and reenacting chapter

65- 1371, Laws of Florida, as anended, the
"Citrus County Hospital and Medical Nursing and
Conval escent Home Act"; renoving references to
freehol ders; del eti ng obsol ete | anguage; naki ng
technical revisions; repealing all prior

special acts relating to board; providing an

ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Pursuant to chapter 97-255, Laws of

Florida, this act constitutes the codification of all special

acts relating to the Ctrus County Hospital Board. It is the

intent of the Legislature in enacting this law to provide a

si ngl e, conprehensive special act charter for the district,

including all current legislative authority granted to the

district by its several |egislative enactnents and any

additional authority granted by this act.

Section 2. Chapter 65-1371, Laws of Florida, chapter
69-944, Laws of Florida, and chapter 70-1001, Laws of Florida,

relating to the Ctrus County Hospital Board, are codified,

reenact ed, and anended to read:
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Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as

the "Citrus County Hospital and Medi cal Nursing and

Conval escent Hone Act."

Section 2. As used in this act the words and terns

shal | have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

(a) The term"Citrus County Hospital Board" or the
word "board" shall nean the Citrus County Hospital Board.

(b) The word "County" shall nean the County of Citrus,
in the State of Florida.

(c) The word "State" shall nean the State of Florida

(d) The word "property" as used herein shall nean the

real and personal property of every nature whatsoever.

(e) The word "operate" shall include build, construct,

mai ntain, repair, alter, expand, equip, |lease, finance and

oper at e.
(f) The words "county hospital and nedi cal nursing and

conval escent honmes" shall include hospitals, nedical care

facilities, clinics and other allied nedical care units.

Section 3. (a) There is hereby created the Citrus

County Hospital Board, an independent special district, and by

that nane the board may sue and be sued, plead and be

i npl eaded, contract and be contracted with, acquire and

di spose of property or any interest therein, and have an

official seal. The board is created as a public nonprofit

corporation wthout stock and is conposed of and governed by

the five (5) nenbers herein provided for, to be known as

trustees. The hospital board is hereby constituted and

decl ared to be an agency of the county and incorporated for

t he purpose of operating hospitals, nedical nursing hones, and

conval escent honmes in the county. The hospital board shal

consi st of five (5) trustees appointed by the Governor and,
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upon this act becoming a law, the present nenbers wll

automatically becone trustees and shall constitute the board.

Their respective terns of office shall be the termeach nenber

is presently serving. Al subsequent appoi ntnents, upon the

expiration of the present terns, shall be for the termof four

(4) years. Upon the expiration of the termof each trustee

t he successor shall be appointed by the Governor. Likew se,

any vacancy occurring shall be filled by appoi ntnent by the

Governor for the unexpired term Each appointnment by the

Governor is subject to approval and confirmation by the

Fl ori da Senat e.

(b) The trustees of said board shall elect fromits

nenbers a chair, a vice chair, and a secretary-treasurer who

shal|l each hold office for a period of two (2) years. Each

trustee shall execute a bond in the penal sum of five thousand

dollars ($5,000) with two (2) good and sufficient sureties of

a surety conpany authorized under the laws of the state to

becone surety, payable to the Citrus County Hospital Board,

condi ti oned upon the faithful performance of the duties of the

of ficer, which bonds shall be approved by the renmining
trustees of the board and which shall be filed with the Board
of County Conmm ssioners of Citrus County. The preniuns on

sai d bonds shall be paid by the hospital board.

(c) The hospital board shall select and desi gnate one

(1) or nore depositories, located within Gtrus County, for

the deposit of hospital funds. In addition, the board may

sel ect and designate one (1) or nore depositories outside of

Citrus County for trust funds received fromthe sale and/or

for paynent of bonds or revenue certificates when pernitted or

required to do so by an order, decree, or judgnent from any

state or federal court. Any depository sel ected nust be:
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(1) A national or state bank insured by the Federa

Deposit |nsurance Corporation; and

(2) Qualified to act as a depository for the deposit

of funds of the state or funds for the office of the state

treasury.
(d) Any and all funds so deposited shall be withdrawn

by a check or warrant signed by two (2) trustees of the

hospital board, of which one (1) shall be the chair, vice

chair, or secretary-treasurer. No check or warrant shall be

delivered to the payee w thout approval thereof shown in the

m nutes of the hospital board.

Section 4. The trustees of the board shall receive no

conpensation for their services. Three trustees shal

constitute a quorum of the hospital board for the purpose of

conducting its business and exercising its powers and for al

ot her purposes. Action nay be taken by the board only upon a

vote in the affirmati ve of three trustees thereof.

Section 5. The Citrus County Hospital Board as hereby

created shall be for the purpose of operating, in the County

of Citrus, public hospitals, nedical nursing hones, and

conval escent hones, primarily and chiefly for the benefit of

the citizens and residents of Citrus County. Authority is

hereby given to said board to build, erect, expand, equip,

nmai ntain, operate, alter, change, lease, and repair public

hospitals, nedical nursing hones, and conval escent homes in

Citrus County. The corporation is authorized, when roons and

services are available, without detrinent or deprivation to

the citizens and residents of Citrus County, to extend the

hospitali zati on and nedi cal nursing hone and conval escent hone

services provided by said hospitals, nedical nursing hones,

and conval escent hones to patients from adj oi ni ng and ot her
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counties of Florida and fromother states, upon the paynent of

the cost of such hospitalization, nedical nursing hone

servi ces, and conval escent hone services as may be deterni ned

by the trustees of the hospital board. The board shall have

the power and authority to operate an anbul ance system and

anbul ance services. The board shall have the authority to

charge all patients for all services rendered in any facility

owned or operated by the hospital board, including the

anbul ance facility. The board nmay charge patients interest on

the patient's account; may sell, discount, or assign said

account to a bank, finance conpany, collection agency, or

other type of collection facility;, nay accept prom ssory notes

or other types of debt obligations froma patient; nay assign

or di scount said accounts receivable, notes, or other

obligations; may require a patient to guarantee the paynent of

an existing account or note; mmy require a guarantee of

payrment before adnitting a patient; and nmay receive and assign

any assignnent of all types of insurance proceeds.
Section 6. It shall be the duty of the Board of County
Conmi ssioners of Citrus County and/or their successors to |evy

or cause to be levied each year beginning with the fiscal year

commencing July 1, 1965, the nillage certified to said board

of county comm ssioners by the trustees of the Citrus County

Hospital Board upon all taxable real and personal property in

Citrus County, not including, however, honestead property that

is exenpt fromgeneral taxation by the Constitution of the

State of Florida, for the purpose of erecting, building,

equi ppi ng, maintai ning, changing, altering, repairing,

| easi ng, and operating the public hospital herein provided

for, such tax to be known as the hospital tax, and it is

hereby made the duty of the property apprai ser of said county
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to nmake such assessnents, and duty of the tax collector to

col |l ect such assessnments when nmade, and the noney coll ected

shall be paid over nmonthly to the Gtrus County Hospital

Board. However, in no event shall the annual tax herein

aut hori zed and required exceed three nills on the dollar

Section 7. From and after the effective date of this

act, in each year (beginning with the year 1965), it shall be

the duty of the hospital board, not later than July 15th, to

determ ne the anmount required during the ensuing fiscal year

for the purpose of erecting, building, expanding, equipping,

nmai nt ai ni ng, operating, altering, changing, |easing,

financing, and repairing said county hospitals, nedica

nur si ng hones, and conval escent honmes, or for any one or nore

of said purposes. Such deternination shall be by resol ution

of the hospital board, and it shall be the duty of the chair

and secretary of said board to certify to the board of county

conm ssioners the anount required as aforesaid, which shall be

provided in a tax levied by the board of county comm ssi oners

for the ensuing fiscal year for the "hospital fund." The

board of county conmmi ssioners, upon being furnished a

certified copy of the resolution of the hospital board | ast

nentioned shall |evy the necessary nillage to rai se such

anount, provided, however, such mllage shall not exceed three

mlls per cal endar year on the dollar, upon the taxable real

and personal property situate in Ctrus County, less all such

property exenpt fromtaxation by the Florida Constitution.

The resolution of the county hospital board above referred to

shal | be adopted and a certified copy thereof filed with the

Board of County Commi ssioners of Citrus County not |ess than

ten days prior to the tine fixed by filed with the Board of

County Commi ssioners of Citrus County not |less than ten days
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prior tothe tine fixed by law for the | evy of general county

t axes.
Section 8. The hospital board is hereby authorized and

enpowered to own and acquire property by purchase, |ease

gift, grant, or transfer fromthe county, the state, or the

Federal Government, or any subdivision or agency thereof, any

nmuni ci pality, person, partnership, or corporation, and to

acquire, construct, nmintain, operate, expand, alter, repair,

change, | ease, finance, and equip hospitals, nedical nursing

hones, conval escent hones, nedical care facilities, and

clinics in the county.

Section 9. The hospital board is authorized and

enpowered to enter into contracts with individuals,

partnershi ps, corporations, nmunicipalities, the county, the

state or any subdivision or agency thereof, and the United

States of Anerica or any subdivision or agency thereof, to

carry out the purposes of this act.

Section 10. The hospital board is enpowered to and

shal | adopt all necessary rules and regul ati ons and byl aws for

t he operation of hospitals, nedical nursing hones, and

conval escent hones; to provide for the adni ssion thereto and

treatnent of such charity patients who are citizens of Florida

and residents of Citrus County for the last two preceding

years; to set the fees and charges to be made for the

admi ssion and treatnment therein of all patients; and to

establish the qualifications for nenbers of the nedica

profession to be entitled to practice therein.

Section 11. The hospital board shall have the power to

purchase any and all equi pnent that may be needed for the

operation of hospitals, nedical nursing honmes, and

conval escent hones, and shall have the power to appoint and
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hire such agent or agents, technical experts, attorneys, and

all other enployees as are necessary for carrying out the

purposes of this act, and to prescribe their salaries and

duties. The board shall have the power to discharge al

enpl oyees or agents when it shall be deened by the board

necessary for the carrying out of the purposes of this act.

Section 12. For the fiscal year ending Septenber 30,

1965, and at the end of each fiscal year thereafter, the

Citrus County Hospital Board shall within thirty days
thereafter file with the derk of the Grcuit Court of Gtrus
County a full, conplete, and detail ed accounting of the

precedi ng year and at the sane tine shall file a certified

copy of said financial report with the Board of County

Conmi ssioners of Citrus County, which report shall be recorded

in the mnutes of the board of county conm ssioners. The board

of county conmi ssioners at its discretion and at the expense

of the county nmay publish and report an accounting in a

newspaper of general circulation in Ctrus County.

Section 13. In addition to all other inplied and

express powers contained herein, the board shall have the

express authority to negotiate | oans to borrow noney fromthe

Surgeon General's office, or sone other agency of the United

States Governnment or froman agency of the State of Florida

for the purpose or purposes of constructing, nmintaining,

repairing, altering, expanding, equipping, |leasing, and

operating county hospitals, nedical nursing hones,

conval escent hones, nedical care facilities, clinics, and al

other types of allied nedical care units. Said |oan or | oans,

as provided in this specific section, nmust be directly rel ated

and tied in with a grant-in-aid to said hospital, such as a

Hill-Burton grant under the National Hospital Act. The anpunt
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of said | oan, such as a Surgeon General's |oan, shall not

exceed the anpunt of the grant such as a Hll-Burton grant.

Section 14. In addition to all other inplied and

express powers contained herein, the board shall have the

express authority to borrow noney, with or wthout issuing

notes therefor, for the purpose or purposes of constructing,

nmai ntaining, repairing, altering, expanding, equipping,

| easi ng, and operating county hospitals, nedical nursing

hones, conval escent hones, nedical care facilities, clinics,

and all other types of allied nedical care units. The board's

authority to borrow noney, with or without issuing notes,

shal |l be subject to the conditions of this act, applying to

the board's right to issue revenue certificates. However, the

board shall not be required to have any type of validation

suit or court approval to borrow noney when the anpunt of the

| oan or | oans does not exceed an anount equal to two tinmes the

annual hospital tax, assuning said tax is based upon the

yearly mllage of three (3) nills, and the termof the | oan

does not exceed five (5) years.

Section 15. Said board shall have express authority to

i ssue bonds, subject to approval by a referendum of the voters

of said county, and to issue Revenue Certificates, without a

referendum of the voters of said county, the proceeds of which

shal |l be used for erecting, equipping, buildi ng, expanding,

altering, changing, naintaining, operating, |easing, and

repairing said hospitals, nedical nursing hones, and

conval escent hones.

Section 16. (a) Said bonds, federal or state hospita

| oans, notes, or revenue certificates shall nmature wthin

twenty (20) years fromthe year in which they are issued or

made, and shall mature in equal anobunts each year including

9

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O N DWNPER O

ENROLLED
1999 Legislature HB 971, First Engrossed

the interest. The aggregate anount of all bonds, revenue

certificates, and federal or state hospital |oans issued and

outstandi ng at any one tine shall not exceed an anbunt equa

to five (5) tinmes the annual hospital tax at the date of

i ssue, assunming said tax is based upon the yearly ml | age of

three (3) mlls. Said bonds and interest thereon shall be

payable solely froma mllage not to exceed one and one half

(1 1/2) mlls per year. Said mllage is included in the

maxi numnillage of three (3) mlls per year. The | oans, notes

and revenue certificates, together with the interest, shall be

payabl e fromthe gross receipts of the hospital and/or nedica

nur si ng hone.
(b) The full faith and credit of Ctrus County shal
be pl edged for the paynent of the bonds and interest, but the

full faith and credit of Citrus County shall not be pl edged

for the paynent of the |oans, notes, or revenue certificates

and i nterest unless voted upon and approved by the voters of

sai d county.

(c) \Whenever this board shall pass a resolution

approvi ng the issuance of said bonds, the board of county

conm ssioners shall imediately thereafter pass a resol ution

approvi ng the bond issue and calling an el ection and, subject

to said election, permtting the repaynent of the bonds out of

the annual |evy of three (3) mlls per year. The bonds or

revenue certificates shall not be issued until after the sane

have been approved in a validation suit.

(d) Said |oans, notes, bonds, or revenue certificates

shall not bear interest in excess of six percent (6% per year

and such | esser ampbunts that nmay be available in the open

market. The interest rate may be increased as provided in

subsection (h).
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1 (e) The board shall determine the formof the |oans,
2 | notes, bonds, and revenue certificates, including any interest
3| coupons to be attached thereto, and the nanner of executing
41it, shall fix the denom nation or denom nati ons thereof and
5] the place or places of paynent of principal and interest which
6 | my be at any bank or trust conpany within or without the
7| state. |In case an officer whose signature or a facsinile of
8 | whose signature shall appear on any | oan, note, bond, or
9| revenue certificate or coupon shall cease to be such officer
10 | before the delivery thereof, such signature or facsinile shal
11 | neverthel ess be valid and sufficient for all purposes the sane
12 as if the officer had remained in office until such delivery.
13| All | oan agreenents, notes, bonds, and revenue certificates
14 | i ssued hereunder shall have and are hereby declared to have
15 all the qualities and incidents of negotiable instrunents
16 | under the negotiable instrunents | aw of the state.
17 (f) The board may sell bonds or revenue certificates
18 | in such manner, either at public or private sale, and for such
19 | price as it may deternmine to be for the best interest of the
20 | hospital board, but no such sale shall be made at a price so
21| low as to require the paynent of interest on the npney
22 | received therefor of nore than six percent (6% per annum The
23| interest rate nay be increased as provided in subsection (h).
24 (g) The board of county comm ssioners during said
25| period shall, in addition to the naxi num of one and one half
26 |(1 1/2) nmills) levy above authorized for the repaynent of the
27 | bonds and interest, |levy annually the remai nder of the
28 | hospital tax in the anpbunt up to one and one half (1 1/2)
29 | nmills on the dollar for the purpose of naintaining and
30 | operating the county hospitals, nedical nursing hones, and
31 | conval escent hones.
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(h) In the event the maturity date of the debt is nore

than two (2) years after the date the debt is created, the

maxi numinterest rate that can be applied to said debt or debt

paper obligation shall not exceed six percent (6% or one

percent (1% less than the "prine interest rate," as
establ i shed by the Chase Manhattan Bank, National Associ ation
whi chever is the higher, on the date the agreenent to create

the debt is executed by the board and the |l ender. This shal

apply only to debts created or incurred subsequent to the

effective date of this anendnent. The term debt paper

obligation shall include notes, bonds, and revenue bonds and

certificates.

Section 17. The total anount outstandi ng i ndebt edness

of said hospital at any one tine shall not exceed an anpunt

equal to six (6) tinmes the annual hospital tax, assuming said

tax i s based upon the yearly mllage of three mlls.

Section 18. Heretofore, the Legislature of the State

of Florida authorized said previously existing hospital board

to issue bonds in the anbunt not to exceed one hundred fifty
t housand ($150, 000.00) dollars of said bonds. This act shal
not preclude said previously existing hospital board or its

successors fromissuing previously authorized and vali dated

hospi tal bonds.

Section 19. |f any part, section, paragraph, or

provision of this act shall be held unconstitutional by a

court of conpetent jurisdiction, it shall neverthel ess not

effect the constitutionality or effectiveness of the renmai nder

of this act.
Section 3. Chapter 65-1371, Laws of Florida, chapter
69-944, Laws of Florida, and chapter 70-1001, Laws of Florida,
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shal |l be repealed 10 days after the effective date of this

act .

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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