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1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to aeronautics; creating the

3 Conmi ssion on the Future of Aeronautics and

4 Space in Florida; providing for qualifications

5 and appoi ntmrent of nenbers; directing the

6 conm ssion to study and nmake reconmendati ons

7 regardi ng specified areas relating to

8 aeronautics and aerospace in the state;

9 requiring reports; providing for ternination of

10 the comi ssion; providing an effective date.

11

12 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

13

14 Section 1. Commission on the Future of Aeronautics and
15| Space in Florida.--

16 (1) The Legislature finds that the aviation and

17 | aerospace industries conprise an inportant segnent of

18 | Florida's econony. Yet, there exists intense nati onw de

19 | conpetition for future devel opnent of these industries.

20| Florida has the resources to help these industries neet the
21| chall enges and opportunities of conpetition and to establish
22 | itself as a prinme location for aviation and aerospace

23 | industries, thus creating a prine environnent for economc
24 | devel opnent and enpl oynent opportunities. However, effective
25| action and the necessary coordi nati on of resources nust be
26 | based on a reliable assessnent of the present climate for such
27 | industries in the state. Further, the various options

28 | avail able for legislative action should be carefully

29 | consi der ed.

30

31
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(2) There is created the Comi ssion on the Future of

Aeronautics and Space in Florida. The conm ssion shall be

conposed of the follow ng 11 nenbers:

(a) The chairs of the Transportation Conmmttees of the

House of Representatives and the Senate.

(b) A representative of the Aviation Ofice of the

Departnent of Transportati on appointed by the Secretary of

Transportati on.

(c) A representative of the Spaceport Florida

Authority appointed by the board of supervisors of the

aut hority.
(d) Three nenbers appoi nted by the Governor

(e) Two nenbers appointed by the Speaker of the House

of Representatives.

(f) Two nenbers appointed by the President of the

Senat e.
(3) The nenbers appoi nted pursuant to paragraphs

(2)(d), (e), and (f), shall be selected to equitably represent

know edge of and experience in the foll ow ng areas:

commerci al aviation; managenent of public airports; aviation

manuf act uri ng; avi ati on operati ons and nai nt enance; aerospace

manuf act uri ng; aerospace operations and nmi ntenance; and

aeronauti cs-rel ated educati on.

(4) The nenbers of the comi ssion shall be appointed

no later than 30 days after the effective date of this act.

The commi ssion shall serve until adjournnent sine die of the

2000 Regul ar Session of the Legislature. Vacancies on the

conmi ssion shall be filled in the same nanner as the origina

appoi nt nent.

(5) Upon appointnent of its nenbers, the conm ssion

shall neet to organize and select a chair and vice chair.
2
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Meetings shall be held upon the call of the chair, but not

| ess frequently than quarterly.

(6) The commission may enpl oy an executive director

who shall be chosen with due regard to his or her aeronautica

know edge and practical experience in the fields of

aeronauti cs and aerospace.

(7) The nenbers of the conmm ssion shall serve without

conpensation but shall be reinbursed for per diemand travel

expenses as provided ins. 112.061, Florida Statutes. The

Departnent of Transportation shall provide administrative and

staff support for the conmi ssion

(8) The conmi ssion shall:

(a) Survey current state and local |aws, ordi nances,

and rul es which affect the devel opnent and regul ati on of the

avi ati on and aerospace industries in Florida and recomend

ways these regul ations can be streamined and revised to

operate nore efficiently. The commi ssion should al so consi der

whet her regul ation and oversight in the fields of aviation and

aer ospace should be centralized under one governnental agency.

(b) Exanine the ways that aviation and aerospace

i ndustries, including the conponent el enents of nmnufacturing,

assenbly, marketing, servicing, maintenance, |logistica

support, human resources, and rel ated research and

devel opnent, can be attracted to | ocate pernanently in the

state, and recommend actions that can be taken by state and

| ocal governnents to acconplish this goal

(c) Review existing studies to evaluate the

availability of conmercial air services in Florida, identify

under served | ocati ons, and recommend actions that can be taken

to inprove the availability, efficiency, and econony of

commercial air services.
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(d) ldentify the advances that can be expected in the

future in aeronautics and aerospace operations, air transport,

and ot her aeronautical areas and nmake recommendati ons

regardi ng how the state can anticipate, encourage, and

accommpdat e such advances.

(e) ldentify aid that is available at the federa

level to assist in efforts to inprove Florida's aeronautica

and aer ospace conpetitive position, and recommend ways in

which the state may be npst effective in obtaining that aid.

(f) Exanine the role of Florida's secondary and

post secondary schools in producing a highly qualified work

force that will neet the needs of the aviation and aerospace

i ndustries, and identify curricula needs in nmathemati cs,

sci ence, and technology that will acconplish this goal

(9) The commission shall prepare a prelininary report

of its findings and recommendati ons by Decenber 1, 1999, and a

final report by January 15, 2000. Copies of the reports shal

be subnitted to the Governor, the Speaker and the Mnority

Leader of the House of Representatives, and the President and

the Mnority Leader of the Senate. After subm ssion of the

final report, nenbers of the commission may, with the approval

of the chair, receive rei nbursenent pursuant to subsection (7)

for travel necessary to consult with the Legislature

concerning issues raised by, and inplenmentation of, the fina

report, until ternmination of the conmi ssion

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Creates the Commi ssion on the Future of Aerqgnautics and
Space in Florida to study and nake reconmendations to th
Legi sl ature regarding ways in which Florida can establis
itSelf as a prine location for aviation and aerospace
gndustrles equires reports prior to the 2000 Regul ar
essi on
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