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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 HB 997
By Representatives C. Green and Gy

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to student transportati on;
anmending s. 234.021, F.S.; revising provisions
relating to identification of hazardous wal ki ng
conditions; requiring that allocations to
correct hazardous wal ki ng condi ti ons be made
within a certain tine period; anending s.
236.083, F.S.; revising requirenents regarding
di stance from school for purposes of
transportation funding eligibility; providing
an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (2) and paragraph (a) of
subsection (3) of section 234.021, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

234.021 Hazardous wal ki ng conditions. --

(2) | DENTI FI CATION. - -

(a) When a request for reviewis made to the district
superintendent of schools or the district superintendent's
desi gnee concerning a condition perceived to be hazardous to
students in that district who live within the distance
prescribed by s. 236.083(1)2-mte+mt+ and who walk to
school, such condition shall be inspected by a representative

of the school district and a representative of the |oca
governnental entity where the perceived hazardous condition
exi sts. Such representatives shall deterni ne whether or not
the condition is hazardous to such students and shall report
to the Departnent of Education and the governnental entity,

either the state, county, or local nunicipality, having
1
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jurisdiction with respect thereto. Upon a deternination that

a condition is hazardous to such students, the district schoo
board shall request a determ nation fromthe state or |oca
governnental entity having jurisdiction regardi ng whether the
hazard will be corrected and, if so, regarding a projected
conpl etion date. State funds shall be allocated for the
transportati on of students subjected to such hazards, provided
that such funding shall cease upon correction of the hazard or
upon the projected conpletion date, whichever occurs first.
(b) It is intended that district school boards and
| ocal governnental entities work cooperatively to identify
conditions which are hazardous to students who nust walk to
school . Wi chever governnental entity, either the H—+s
further—intended—that state, county,or local nunicipality,
has gevernrental—entities—having jurisdiction nmust make

appropriate budgetary allocations to correct such hazardous

conditions within 24 nmonths of notification of the
determ nati on of a hazardous wal ki ng condi ti on a—+easonable
pertotd—of—ti+e.

(3) CRITERI A FOR DETERM NI NG HAZARDOUS WALKI NG
CONDI TI ONS. - -

(a) Wal kways parallel to the road. --

1. It shall be considered a hazardous wal ki ng
condition with respect to any road al ong which students nust
wal k in order to walk to and from school if there is not an
area at least 4 feet wide adjacent to the road, having a
reasonably flat, obstacle-free surface upon which students nay

wal k wi t hout being required to walk on the road surface. In

addi ti on, whenever the road al ong which students nust walk is

uncurbed and has a posted speed linmit of 55 miles per hour

the area as described above for students to wal k upon shall be
2
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1| set off the road by no less than 3 feet fromthe edge of the
2 | road.

3 2. The provisions of subparagraph 1. do not apply when
4 | the road al ong whi ch students nust wal k:

5 a. Isin aresidential area which has little or no

6| transient traffic;

7 b. |Is a road on which the volune of traffic is |ess

8 | than 180 vehicles per hour, per direction, during the tine

9| students wal k to and from school ; or

10 c. Is located in a residential area and has a posted
11| speed |inmt of 30 mles per hour or |ess.

12 Section 2. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
13| 236.083, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

14 236. 083 Funds for student transportation.--The annua
15 ] allocation to each district for transportation to public

16 | school prograns of students in nenbership in kindergarten

17 | through grade 12, in mgrant and exceptional student prograns
18 | bel ow ki ndergarten, and in any other state-funded

19 | preki ndergarten program shall be deternined as foll ows:

20 (1) Subject to the rules of the conmi ssioner, each

21 | district shall determ ne the nenbership of students who are
22 | transport ed:

23 (a) By reason of being in kindergarten through grade 3
241 and living 1 nmile or nore fromschool or being in grades 4

25| through 12 and living 2 mles or nore from school

26 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.
27

28

29

30

31

3
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1999 HB 997
705-106- 99

R I S R R Ik S R R R S kS bk S R R Rk S

HOUSE SUMVARY

Revi ses provisions relating to _identification of
hazar dous malklng conditions. Requires that alloca
to correct hazardous wal ki ng conditions be nade w

t
t
certain tinme period, ReviseS requirenments regarding
n

di stance from school for purposes of transpoftatio
funding eligibility.
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