Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 1141
By Representative Merchant

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to Jupiter Inlet District, Palm
3 Beach County; providing legislative intent;

4 codifying the district's charter, chapter 8910

5 (1921), Laws of Florida, as anended; ratifying,
6 restating, and approving district formation

7 providing that the district is an i ndependent

8 special taxing district; providing district

9 status and boundaries; providing for

10 applicability of chapter 189, Florida Statutes,
11 and ot her general |aws; providing additiona

12 powers, including the power of em nent donain

13 and the power to issue bonds; providing for tax
14 exenpt status of district bonds and property;

15 providing for notice of applications for

16 environnental permits to conduct activities in
17 or on the waters of the state within the

18 district; providing for |iberal construction

19 repeal ing chapters 8910 (1921), 10727 (1925),
20 13674 (1929), 16057 (1933), 22787 (1945), 22868
21 (1945), 24154 (1947), 71-818, 74-567, 75-474,
22 78-580, 79-531, 79-532, 79-533, 80-573, 81-458,
23 83-492, 85-482, and 87-522, Laws of Florida;
24 providi ng severability; providing an effective
25 dat e.
26
27| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
28
29 Section 1. Pursuant to section 189.429, Florida
30| Statutes, this act constitutes the codification of all special
31| acts relating to the Jupiter Inlet District. It is the intent
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1| of the Legislature in enacting this |law to provide a single,
2 | conprehensi ve special act charter for the district, including
3]lall current legislative enactnents and any additiona

4 | authority granted by this act.

5 Section 2. Chapter 8910, Laws of Florida, 1921

6 | chapter 10727, Laws of Florida, 1925, chapter 13674, Laws of
7| Florida, 1929, chapter 16057, Laws of Florida, 1933, chapter
8| 22787, Laws of Florida, 1945, chapter 22868, Laws of Florida,
9| 1945, chapter 24154, Laws of Florida, 1947, and chapters

10| 71-818, 74-567, 75-474, 78-580, 79-531, 79-532, 79-533,

11| 80-573, 81-458, 83-492, 85-482, and 87-522, Laws of Florida,
12 | are codified, reenacted, anended, and repeal ed as herein

13 | provided.

14 Section 3. The Jupiter Inlet District is re-created,
15| and the charter for such district is re-created and reenacted
16 | to read:

17 Section 1. District formation ratified, restated, and
18 | approved.--The Jupiter Inlet District was created by chapter
19| 8910, Laws of Florida, 1921, and such creation is hereby

20| ratified, confirned, and approved.

21 Section 2. Status and boundaries of district.--The

22 | Jupiter Inlet District is hereby declared to be an i ndependent
23 | special district and a public corporation of the State of

24 | Florida, and the lands lying within the area described as

25| follows in Pal mBeach County, Florida, shall constitute the
26 | Jupiter Inlet District:

27

28 Commencing at the point where the South |ine of

29 Township 41 South intersects the shore of the

30 Atl antic Ocean, and thence Westward fol |l owi ng

31 said Township line to the point where said
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1 Township line intersects the North right of way
2 line of State Road 710; thence in a Northerly

3 direction along the North right of way |ine of
4 State Road 710 in Townshi p 41 South, Range 41

5 East through Sections 35, 34, 27, 28, 29, 20

6 19 and 18 in said Townshi p and Range, to the

7 poi nt where said North right of way |line of

8 State Road 710 intersects the Wst line of

9 Section 18 in said Townshi p and Range; thence
10 North along the Wst |ine of Range 41 East to
11 the Nort hwest corner of Section 31, Township 40
12 Sout h, Range 41 East; thence East along the

13 North line of Sections 31, 32, 33, 34, 35 and
14 36 of Township 40 South, Range 41 East, and

15 along the North Iine of Sections 31, 32 and 33
16 of Township 40 South, Range 42 East to the

17 Nort heast corner of Section 33, Township 40

18 Sout h, Range 42 East; thence North along the

19 West line of Section 27, Township 40 South,
20 Range 42 East to the Northwest corner of said
21 Section 27 in said Townshi p and Range; thence
22 East along the North |line of Sections 27, 26
23 and 25 of Township 40 South, Range 42 East, and
24 along the North Iine of Section 30, Township 40
25 Sout h, Range 43 East, to the Eastern termnus
26 t hereof, where said |line intersects the shore
27 of the Atlantic Ccean; thence Southerly,
28 neandering the shore of the Atlantic Ccean, to
29 t he point of beginning.
30
31 Section 3. Mninumcharter requirenents. --
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(a) The district was organi zed and exists for the

pur poses of deepening and mai ntai ni ng the Loxahat chee River

and deepeni ng and nmintaining the Jupiter Inlet for the

preservation of the public health, for the public good, and

for the use of the public.

(b) The district shall have all of the foll ow ng

powers and duti es:

(1) To exercise any power of a Florida corporation

i ncluding the power to enter into contracts.

(2) To levy ad val oremtaxes on taxable property

within the district, to be collected as provi ded by general

| aw.

(3) To issue bonds.

(4) To exercise the power of eninent donmin.

(5) To carry out the purposes of this act.

(c) The district was created by special act of the

Legi sl at ure.

(d) The charter of the district nay be anended only by

speci al act of the Legi sl ature.

(e) The governing body of the district shall be a

board consisting of five comm ssioners who shall be qualified

el ectors residing within the district. The present

conm ssioners shall serve until the general election at which

the current 4-year term of each conmi ssioner expires, or unti

their successors are elected and qualified. The terns of the

present conmissioners shall continue to expire every 2 years

so that three conmissioners' terns expire in one el ection year

and the other two expire 2 years later. Comni ssioners shall be

elected for a termof 4 years.

(f) The conpensation of each commi ssi oner shall be

$120 per nonth or any portion of a nonth in which the
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1| conmi ssioner serves. The commi ssioners shall also be all owed
2| per diem traveling expenses, nil eage, subsistence, and other
3 | expenses at the sane rate as that allowed public officers

4 | enpl oyees, and aut hori zed persons under section 112.061

5| Florida Statutes, or successor legislation, as it may from
6|tine to time be anended, or as otherw se provided by genera

71 1aw

8 (g) The adnministrative duties of the board of

9 | commi ssi oners shall include the planning, financing, and

10 | coordination of the works of the district, including

11 | budgeti ng, obtai ning sources of financing, as well as carrying
12 | out the constructing, repairing, restoring, and nmintaining of
13 | the works of the district.

14 (h) Requirenents for reporting, financial disclosure,
15| neeting notices, and public records nmi ntenance shall be as
16 | set forth in chapters 112, 189, 218, and 286, Florida

17 | Statutes, as they may be anended, and by other applicable

18 | general | aw

19 (i) The district may issue bonds, including genera
20 | obligation bonds, revenue bonds, bond anticipation notes, and
21| limted revenue bonds, in the same nanner as provided by
22 | general law for the issuance of bonds by counties, but no
23 | general obligation bonds may be issued until approved by
24 | referendumof the qualified electors of the district. The
25| district nmust levy sufficient ad val oremtaxes each year to
26 | provide for all interest and sinking fund paynents applicable
27 | to general obligation bonds.
28 (j) District elections or referenda shall be conducted
29 | as provided by general |aw for nonpartisan el ections. A
30| registered voters of the district shall be qualified electors
31
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1| of the district. District elections for conmi ssioner shall be
2 | by nunbered seat.

3 (k) The functions and operations of the district shal

4| be financed by ad val oremtax revenue | evied upon the taxable
5| property within the district, and such other revenue as may be
6| received by the district frominvestnents, funding froml ocal
7| state, and federal governnent, and such other sources as the

8 | board of conmi ssioners nmay deternine.

9 (1) The district is authorized to | evy ad val orem

10 | taxes on the taxable property of the district up to an annua
11 | mxinumof 3 nmills per dollar of taxable val ue.

12 (m The district's planning requirenents shall be as

13 | provided in chapter 189, Florida Statutes.

14 (n) The geographic boundaries of the district are as

15| set forth in section 2 of this charter.

16 Section 4. Additional provisions.--

17 (a) The district is authorized to borrow noney for

18 | periods of tinme not exceeding 1 year, at an interest rate not
19 | exceeding 7 percent per annum but the aggregate anpunt of the
20 | princi pal indebtedness shall not exceed the sum of $7,500. No
21| linmtation on interest rate, term or principal anount shal
22 | apply to any indebtedness, so long as the loan is secured by
23| the pledge of a certificate of deposit or other evidence of
24 | deposit of noneys of the district having a fixed maturity date
25| and providing for interest penalty or loss of interest for
26 | early withdrawal, the termof the loan is not |onger than the
27 | fixed maturity date of the asset pledged, and the anpunt of
28 | the loan plus interest does not exceed the value of the
29 | pl edged asset at maturity.
30 (b) Before taking office, each commi ssi oner shall give
31| a surety bond, with a surety conpany aut horized to do busi ness
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in the State of Florida, in a sumfixed by the comm ssion, not

| ess than $2,500. Conmi ssioners shall elect a chair, a vice

chair, a secretary, and a treasurer. The offices of secretary

and treasurer nmay both be held by the sane person. A

district officers nust be conm ssioners. The affirmati ve vote

of three comni ssioners shall be required to pass any neasure.

(c) The district shall appoint a district engi neer

who shall be an engineer licensed to practice in the State of
Fl ori da.
(d) The district is further authorized and enpowered

to:

(1) dean out, straighten, w den, change the course or

flow of, or deepen any other watercourse, natural stream or

body of water found to be necessary by the board of

comm ssioners in order to facilitate the mai ntenance of the

inlet or waterway between the nmouth of the Loxahatchee River

and the Atlantic Ccean or that may be found necessary to

mai ntain a sufficient depth of water in the Loxahatchee River.

(2) Construct and mmintain canals, ditches,

revetnents, jetties, and other works and i nprovenents deened

to be necessary in the construction, preservation, or

mai nt enance of the work of the district.

(3) Construct any bridge or roadway over or across

| evees, enbanknents, highways, or railroads or over any canal

or waterway in the district.

(4) Acquire, by purchase, condemation, gift, or

ot herwi se, such | ands, easenents, riparian rights, and rail way

rights-of-way as the board of comni ssi oners deens necessary

for the purposes of the district.
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1 (5) Construct and nmi ntai n docks, wharves, buil dings,
2| or other inprovenents upon any of the properties which may be
3| acquired by virtue of this act.
4 (6) Charge and collect fees for the use of any
5 | wharves, docks, buildings, or other structures or inprovenents
6 | owned by the district.
7 (7) Use, hold, occupy, control, devel op, |ease, or
8 | make any ot her disposition of any property which nmay be
9| acquired for and on behalf of the district under the
10 | provisions of this act.
11 (8) Do and performevery act or thing which may be
12 | necessary to carry out the purposes of this act.
13 (e) The district shall have the power of em nent
14 | donmi n over any real and personal property, whether or not
15| located within the district, to be exercised as provi ded by
16 | general | aw
17 (f) Notwithstandi ng any other provision of lawto the
18 | contrary, all bonds issued under the provisions of this act
19 | shall constitute legal investnents for savings banks, banks,
20 | trust conpani es, executors, adm nistrators, trustees,
21 | guardi ans, and other fiduciaries, and for any board, body,
22 | agency, or instrunentality of the State of Florida or of any
23| county, nmunicipality, or other political subdivision of the
24 | state, and shall be and constitute securities which may be
25 | deposited by banks or trust conpanies as security for deposits
26 | of state, county, nunicipal, and other public funds.
27 (g) Al noneys, properties, or other assets of the
28 | district shall be exenpt fromall taxation by the State of
29| Florida or by any county, nunicipality, or other political
30 | subdivision thereof. Bonds issued pursuant to this section
31| shall, together with the incone therefrom be exenpt from al
8
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1| taxation by the State of Florida or by any county,

2| municipality, or other political subdivision thereof.

3 Section 5. Pernmit applications, notice, and coment. --
4 (a) As used in this section

5 (1) "Board" neans the Board of Commi ssioners of the

6| Jupiter Inlet District.

7 (2) "Departnent" neans the Departnent of Environnenta
8| Protection and any of its divisions, including any division

9| responsible for permitting, as presently constituted or as nay
10 | be hereafter reorgani zed, renaned, or restructured, and any of
11 | its successors.

12 (3) "Permt" neans any pernit, license, certificate,

13 | or exenption presently or hereafter required for any activity
14 | under the jurisdiction of the departnent and in or upon the
15| waters of the state located within the Jupiter Inlet District.
16 (b)(1) At the earliest practicable tine, but in any

17 | event prior to consideration by the departnent of any

18 | application for a pernmt as defined herein, the departnent

19 | shall provide to the board witten notice of any application
20| for a permt received by the departnent.

21 (2) Such written notice shall be sufficient if a

22 | phot ocopy of any such application for a pernit, as received by
23| the departnent, is mailed to the board by ordinary mail at

24 | such address as the board may desi gnate.

25 (c) The departnent shall consider and take into

26 | account in its decision to grant or deny any pernmit, such

27 | facts, opinions, comments, recommendations, or suggestions as
28 | the board may furnish, ascribing to them such weight as the
29 | departnent deens appropriate under the facts and circunstances
30| of any given pernit application

31
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(d) Nothing in this section shall be construed to

require the departnent to grant or deny any pernmt based

sol el y upon any response of the board to such permt

appl i cati on.

(e) The departnent may require paynent by the board

fromthe general funds of the district, and the board is

authori zed to pay the departnent such reasonable charge as the

departnment shall fix, to reinburse the departnent for the cost

of copying and mailing of any material required to be

furnished to the board herein; but, paynent of any such charge

shall not be a condition precedent to the furnishing to the

board of any such material.

(f) The notice of permt application required in

paragraph (b)(1) nmay be made to the board by the pernit

applicant as set forth in paragraph (b)(2), except that if

such notice is furnished by the applicant, it shall be given

by certified mail with a return receipt requested, with notice

to the departnent thereof to prevent duplication of effort.

Section 6. Li beral construction.--1t is intended that

the provisions of this act be liberally construed to

acconplish the purposes of this act.

Section 4. Chapter 8910, Laws of Florida, 1921,
chapter 10727, Laws of Florida, 1925, chapter 13674, Laws of
Fl orida, 1929, chapter 16057, Laws of Florida, 1933, chapter
22787, Laws of Florida, 1945, chapter 22868, Laws of Florida,
1945, chapter 24154, Laws of Florida, 1947, and chapters
71-818, 74-567, 75-474, 78-580, 79-531, 79-532, 79-533,
80-573, 81-458, 83-492, 85-482, and 87-522, Laws of Florida,
are repeal ed 10 days after the effective date of this act.

Section 5. If any provision of this act, or any

provision of the district's charter contained herein, is held
10
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to be unconstitutional, such holding shall not affect the

validity of the remaining provisions of the charter or other

provisions of this act.

Section 6. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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