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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 1191
By Representative Kil ner

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to education; anending s.
230.23, F.S.; requiring certain reports;
anmendi ng s. 232.24521, F.S.; encouraging
certain grading practices; requiring a grade
poi nt average cal culation for the Bright
Futures Schol arshi p Program prohibiting
certain exenption; anending s. 232.2463, F.S.
aut hori zi ng school districts to abandon certain
hi gh school gradi ng practices; providing
definitions; repealing s. 240.1163(4), F.S.
relating to weighting of grades in dua
enrol | rent and advanced pl acenent courses;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (e) of subsection (16) of section
230.23, F.S., is anended to read:

230.23 Powers and duties of school board.--The schoo
board, acting as a board, shall exercise all powers and
performall duties |isted bel ow

(16) | MPLEMENT SCHOCL | MPROVEMENT AND
ACCOUNTABI LI TY. --Mai ntain a system of school inprovenent and
education accountability as provided by statute and State
Board of Education rule. This system of school inprovenent and
educati on accountability shall be consistent with, and
i mpl erented through, the district's continuing system of
pl anni ng and budgeting required by this section and ss.
229.555 and 237.041. This system of school inprovenent and
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1| education accountability shall include, but is not limted to,
2| the foll ow ng:
3 (e) Public disclosure.--Provide information regarding
4 | performance of students and educational prograns as required
5] pursuant to ss. 229.555 and 229.57(5) and inplenent a system
6 | of school reports as required by statute and State Board of
7 | Education rule which shall include schools operating for the
8 | purpose of providing educational services to youth in
9 | Departnent of Juvenile Justice prograns, and for those
10 | schools, report on the elenments specified in s. 230.23161(21).
11 | Annual public disclosure reports nust shatt be a profile of
12 | each school in an easy-to-read report card format and nust
13 | shatH+ include the school's student and school perfornance
14 | grade category designation and perfornmance data as specified
15]in state board rule. The school board shall report acadenic
16 | achi evenent of high school students as neasured by al
17 | statewi de assessnents, by national assessnents, and by grades
18 | in high school courses. Grade reports on high school courses
19 | nust specify the nunber and percentage of students who
20 | received each letter grade in all courses and in each type of
21 | course, organized by |level and category.
22 Section 2. Section 232.24521, Florida Statutes, is
23 | anended to read:
24 232. 24521 Report cards; end-of-the-year status.--
25 (1) Each school district shall establish and publish
26 | policies requiring the content and regul ar issuance of student
27 | report cards for all elenentary school, middle school, and
28 | high school students. These report cards nust clearly depict
29 | and grade:
30 (a) The student's academ c achi evenent perfoermance in
31| each class or course, which in grades 1 through 12 nust be
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based upon exam nations as well as witten papers, class
participation, and other neasures of acadenic achi evenent
performance—ecriteria.

(b) The student's conduct and behavi or

(c) The student's attendance, including absences and
t ar di ness.

(2) A student's final report card for a school year
shall contain a statenent indicating end-of-the-year status
regardi ng performance or nonperformance at grade |evel,
accept abl e or unacceptabl e behavi or and attendance, and
pronmotion or nonpronotion. G ades reported on the final report

card nust be expressed as |letter grades or grade points and,

effective July 1, 2001, grade point averages nust be

cal cul ated using the grade wei ghti ng system adopted by the

Departnent of Education for the Bright Futures Schol arship

Programin courses designated for Bright Futures eligibility.

If a different grade weighting systemis used to calcul ate

grade point averages for class ranking, it nust be reported

separately fromthe Bright Futures grade point average.

(3) Acadenic achi evenent shoul d be graded upon

neasur enent of academ c performance and tinely conpl etion of

academ ¢ requirenents. Academ c achi evenent grades shoul d be

separated fromgrades for other matters, such as acadenic

i nprovenent, conduct, attitude, attendance, or tardi ness.

School districts shall not all ow schools to exenpt students
from acadeni c performance requirenents based on practices or
policies designed to encourage student attendance. A student's
attendance record nay not be used in whole or in part to

provi de an exenption from any acadeni c perfornmance

requirenent.
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1 Section 3. Section 232.2463, Florida Statutes, is

2 | anended to read:

3 (Substantial rewording of section. See s. 232. 2463,

4 F.S., for present text.)

5 232. 2463 Hi gh school grading system--The Legislature
6| finds that the percentage equival ents of high school letter

7 | grades depend upon the difficulty of material assigned and

8| tested by the teacher. An equal percentage of correct answers
9| could indicate unequal |evels of mastery, depending on the

10| difficulty of the test questions. Therefore, grades expressed
11| as a percentage are not expected to be consistently equated to
12 | the sane level of mastery. School districts are not required
13| to adopt a systemof interpreting percentage grades, and

14 | school teachers may use gradi ng systens that vary the

15 ) interpretati on of percentage grades according to the

16 | difficulty of material tested, such as "curving" the grades.
17 | For purposes of interpreting percentage grades when teachers
18 | do not assign letter grades, school districts should use a

19 | grading scale that is simlar to those used by ot her states,
20| as foll ows:
21 (1) Gade "A" equals 90 percent through 100 percent,
22 | has a grade point average value of 4, and is defined as
23 |"out st andi ng progress."
24 (2) Gade "B" equals 80 percent through 89 percent,
25| has a grade point average value of 3, and is defined as "above
26 | average progress."
27 (3) Gade "C' equals 70 percent through 79 percent,
28 | has a grade point average value of 2, and is defined as
29 |"average progress."
30
31
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(4) Gade "D' equals 60 percent through 69 percent,

has a grade point average value of 1, and is defined as

"| owest acceptabl e progress.”

(5) Gade "F" equals zero percent through 59 percent,

has a grade poi nt average val ue of zero, and is defined as

"failure."

(6) Grade "I" equals zero percent, has a grade point

average value of zero, and is defined as "inconplete."

For the purposes of class ranking, school districts may

exerci se a wei ghted gradi ng system However, if a schoo

district uses a weighted grading systemthat differs fromthe

system used by the Departnent of Education for the Florida

Bri ght Futures Schol arship Program each high school principal

nmust informstudents and their parents of the difference. On

student report cards, grade point averages nust be cal cul ated

by the wei ghted system used by both the Departnent of

Education and the school district.

Section 4. Subsection (4) of section 240.1163, Florida
Statutes, is repeal ed

Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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LEG SLATI VE SUMVARY

Requi res school boards to report on the academc ]
achi evenent of high school students and to include in
such reports the nunber and percentage of students who
received each letter grade. Provides clarification
regardi ng what inforpation report cards nust show.
Requi res academ ¢ achi evenent  grades to be separated from
grades for other factors. ReviSes provisions, that
establish standards for the high school ?radlng system
Est abl i shes guidelines for the assignnent of letter
grades to grades. for percentage of Correct answers.
epeal s a provision relatlnP o the weighting of grades
| for details.)

in certain courses. (See bi
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