Florida Senate - 2000 SB 1334
By Senator Klein

28-910-00
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to information technol ogy;
3 requiring a report to explore the feasibility
4 of and need for a public Network Access Point
5 inthis state; providing report requirenents;
6 requiring a review and plan for the
7 establ i shnent of infornation technol ogy
8 busi ness "i ncubators" in this state;
9 prescribing i ncubator conponents; requiring
10 devel opnent and nmi nt enance of a website for
11 i nformation technol ogy i ndustry marketing and
12 wor kforce recruitnent; providing an
13 appropriation; providing an effective date.
14
15 WHEREAS, the information technol ogy industry is grow ng
16 | rapidly and provi des hi gh-wage, high-skill jobs, and
17 WHEREAS, Florida can capitalize on its geographic
18 | I ocation and human-resource assets to devel op an infornation
19 | technol ogy sector, and
20 WHEREAS, Florida can be recogni zed as a gl obal |eader
21| in the information technol ogy industry, particularly in Latin
22 | Anerica, and
23 WHEREAS, it is in the interest of the Legislature and
24 | the State of Florida to encourage, pronote, and invest in new
25| information technol ogy businesses and to ensure that those
26 | busi nesses have avail able to themtechnical, nanagenent, and
27 | busi ness counseling to provide the highest probability of
28 | success, NON THEREFORE
29
30| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
31
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Section 1. This act may be cited as the "I Tfl orida.com
Act of 2000."
Section 2. Establishnment of a public Network Access

Point. - -
(1) The State Technology Ofice in the Executive
O fice of the Governor, in coordination with the Information

Servi ce Technol ogy Devel opnent Task Force, shall prepare a

report that outlines the feasibility of and need for a public
Net wor k Access Point (NAP) in this state. If the office finds
that a public NAP in this state is both feasi ble and needed,

the report nust include a detailed action plan for

establ i shing such a NAP which plan, at a nini num

(a) ldentifies the tel ecomunications or other

infrastructure necessary to support the establishnent of a
publ i c NAP;
(b) Recommends potential |ocations for a public NAP

(c) Specifies roles for the public sector and the

private sector in the establishnent of a public NAP;, and

(d) ldentifies barriers to the establishnent of a

public NAP and recommends nmethods to renpbve such barriers.

(2) The report required by subsection (1) nust be

presented to the Legislature by July 1, 2000, and nust be a

cunul ative effort of public-sector and private-sector

st akehol ders.
(3) As used in this section, the term"public NAP"
nmeans a NAP t hat nust have assistance fromthe state to

stimulate its devel opnent, but that ultimately is nmi ntai ned

and managed by the private sector

Section 3. Establishnment of Information Technol ogy

Busi ness | ncubators. --
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(1) To foster the growth of the information technol ogy

industry in this state, the State Technology Ofice in the

Executive Ofice of the Governor shall review the state's

exi sting incubators to determ ne whether they are neeting the

i ndustry's needs. |If the office finds that additiona

i ncubators are needed to fill an unnet need, the office nust

devel op a plan to establish information technol ogy busi ness

i ncubators in this state. The plan nay include recomendati ons

for consideration by the Legislature which pronote the

| ocation of private information technol ogy busi ness incubators

in the state, or it may include recommendati ons to establish

or pronote infornmation technol ogy busi ness i ncubators

associated with universities in this state. |If the plan

reconmends the establishnent of an incubator that would be

associated with a state university, the plan nust provide for

the financial self-sufficiency of the incubator within 2

years. The review, and the plan if devel oped, nust be

presented to the Legislature by July 1, 2000.

(2) For the purposes of this section, an information

t echnol ogy busi ness incubator is a facility that all ows new

busi nesses engaged in infornmation technology to increase their

probability of success through sharing needed equi pnent,

services, and facilities, including substantially all of the

fol | owi ng:
(a) Reception and neeting areas

(b) Secretarial services.

(c) Accounting and bookkeepi ng servi ces.

(d) Research libraries.

(e) Onsite financial, nmanagenent, |egal, and technica

counsel i ng.
(f) Flexible | ease arrangenents for flexible space.
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(g) Conmputer and word-processing facilities.

(h) Ofice furniture rentals.

(i) Managenent and entrepreneurial training prograns.

Section 4. Devel opnent of an Internet-based systemfor

i nformati on technol ogy i ndustry pronotion and workforce

recruitnent.--
(1) The State Technology Ofice in the Executive
O fice of the Governor shall facilitate efforts to ensure the

devel opnent and nmi nt enance of a website that pronotes and

mar kets the i nformation technology industry in this state. The

website nust be designed to informthe public concerning the

scope of the information technol ogy industry in the state and

nmust al so be designed to address the workforce needs of the

i ndustry. The website nust include, through links or actua

content, infornmation concerning infornmation technol ogy

busi nesses in this state, including links to these businesses,

enpl oynent avail abl e at these busi nesses, and neans by which a

j obseeker nay post a resune on the website.

(2) The State Technol ogy Ofice shall coordinate with

t he Departnent of Managenent Services, the Departnent of Labor

and Enpl oynent Security, and the Workforce Devel opnent Board

of Enterprise Florida, Inc., to ensure |linkages, where

feasi ble and appropriate, to existing job-infornmati on websites

nmai ntai ned by the state and its agencies and to ensure that

i nformati on technol ogy positions offered by the state and its

agenci es are posted on the information technol ogy website.

Section 5. The sumof $ is appropriated for

fiscal year 2000-2001 fromthe General Revenue Fund to the

State Technology Ofice in the Executive Ofice of the

Governor to carry out the requirenents of this act. O this
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1| appropriation, the Governor shall reserve $ to inpl ement

2 | pl ans devel oped under this act.

3 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

41 | aw

5

6 EE IR I b S b b I S S b b I S b b S I b S b

7 SENATE SUMVARY

8 Rel ates to information technol ogy. Requires the State
Technology Ofice in the Executive O fice of the

9 CGovernor, "together with_the Information Service
Technol ogy Devel opnent Task Force, to prepare a report

10 that explores the feasibility of and need for a public
Networ k Access Point in this state. Provides requirenents

11 for the report. Requires the State Techno!oPy Ofice to
review and plan for the establishnent of information

12 t echnol ogy business "incubators” in this state.
Prescri bés the conponents of such incubators. Requires

13 t he devel opnent and mmi nt enance of a website for
i nformati on-technol ogy-i ndustry marketing and workforce

14 recruitnment. ProvideS an appropriation
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