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Florida Senate - 2000 CS for SB 1390

Eg the Comm ttee on Education and Senators Mtchell, Horne and
er

304- 1844A- 00
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to education; anending s.
236.025, F.S.; revising funding for exceptiona
student education prograns; anendi ng s.
236.081, F.S.; revising funding for exceptiona
student education prograns; anmending s. 237. 34,
F.S.; revising reporting requirenents for
exceptional student education prograns;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 236.025, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

236. 025 Revised funding nodel for exceptional student
educati on prograns. --

(1) The revised fundi ng nodel for exceptional student
education prograns is designed to: be better for students
than the existing funding system by encouragi ng schoo
districts and schools to identify and i npl enent educationally
effective instructional delivery nodels; sinplify funding by
utilizing three Hve weighted cost factors and a categorica

program provide fiscal support for exceptional students in
general education classes; be outcone driven; and be revenue
neutral; and reduce the paperwork burden associated with state

fundi ng. This funding nodel is designed to support both
traditional and new service delivery nodels along the
conti nuum of services required for exceptional students. It is
the intent of the Legislature, through the Genera
Appropriations Act, to minimze the fiscal inpact on schoo
districts of the inplenentation of this fundi ng nodel
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1 (2)(a) The revised funding nodel uses existing basic,
2| at-risk, and vocational #+ve Florida Education Finance Program
3| cost factors, three exceptional eduction cost factors, and a
4 | categorical programfor exceptional student education
5| prograns. Exceptional education cost factors are determ ned by
6| using a matrix of services to docunent the services that each
7 | exceptional student will receive. The nature and intensity of
8| the services indicated on the matri x shall be consistent wth
9 | the services described in each exceptional student's
10 | i ndi vi dual education plan
11 (b) In order to generate funds using one of the three
12 | weighted cost factors,a matrix of services nust be conpleted
13| at the tinme of the student's initial placenent into an
14 | exceptional student education programand at | east once every
15| 3 years teast—once—each—year by pubHec—sechool personnel who
16 | have received approved training. Addi-tionratHy—each—tiwe—an
17 | exeeptional—student—s—indi-vi-duat—eduecation—ptan—famty
18 | support—ptan—or—etucation—pran—+s—t+reviened—the—ratrix—of
19 | servieces—nust—atso—be+reviewed—Nothing listed in the matrix
20| shall be construed as limting the services a school district
21| must provide in order to ensure that exceptional students are
22 | provided a free, appropriate public education. ensure that
23 | exceptional students are provided a free, appropriate public
24 | educati on.
25 (c) Students identified as exceptional, in accordance
26 | with Chapter 6A-6, F. A C., who do not have a natrix of
27 | services as specified in paragraph (2)(b) shall generate funds
28 | on the basis of full-tine-equival ent student nenbership in the
29 | Florida Education Finance Program at the sane funding |evel
30 | per student as provided for nonexceptional students.
31| Additional funds for these exceptional students will be
2
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provi ded through the categorical programdesignated in

par agraph (3)(a).

(3)(a) For students identified as exceptional who do

not have a matrix of services, there is created a categorica

programto provide these students with a free appropriate

public education, in accordance with s. 230.23(4)(m and rul es

of the state board, which shall be allocated annually to each

school district in the anount provided in the Genera

Appropriations Act. These funds shall be in addition to the

funds appropriated on the basis of full-tine-equival ent

student nenbership in the Florida Educati on Fi nance Program

and the anount allocated for each school district shall not be

adj usted after the initial allocation. These funds shall be

used to provide the special education and related services to

exceptional students as identified in their individua

educati onal plans, fanmly support plans, or educational plans.

(b) It is the Legislature's intent that the

appropriation of funds for this categorical program be

reviewed annually to reflect appropriate increases based on

program growt h and the costs of providing these services.
(4) 3 The Departnent of Education shall revise its
nmonitoring systens for exceptional student education prograns

to include a review of delivery of services as indicated on
the matrix of services.

(5) t4) The Departnent of Education shall adopt
prorutgate rul es necessary to inplenent the revised funding
nodel .

ol I eats bttt I
: i orr Ly . o : e

et ial—imol . f ] ced—fundi ol
3

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2000 CS for SB 1390
304- 1844A-00

1 Section 2. Paragraphs (c) and (d) of subsection (1) of
2| section 236.081, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

3 236.081 Funds for operation of schools.--If the annua
4| allocation fromthe Florida Education Finance Programto each
5| district for operation of schools is not determned in the

6 | annual appropriations act or the substantive bill inplenenting
7 | the annual appropriations act, it shall be determ ned as

8| fol l ows:

9 (1) COWPUTATI ON OF THE BASI C AMOUNT TO BE | NCLUDED FOR
10 | OPERATION. --The foll owi ng procedure shall be followed in

11 | determining the annual allocation to each district for

12 | operati on:

13 (c) Deternination of prograns.--Cost factors based on
14 | desired rel ative cost differences between the foll ow ng

15| prograns shall be established in the annual Genera

16 | Appropriations Act. The Comni ssioner of Education shal

17 | specify a matrix of services and intensity levels to be used
18 | by districts in the deternination of the three wei ghted cost
19 | factors for exceptional students with the highest |evels of

20 | need. For these students, the funding support |level shall fund
21| the exceptional students' education program wth the

22 | exception of extended school year services for students with
23 | di sabiliti es. funting—suppoert—For—each—exceptional—student—

24 | The—funding—support—tevel—for—each—exceptional—student—shat
25 | funt—the—exceptional—student—s—total—educati-on—program

26 1. Basic prograns.--

27 a. Kindergarten and grades 1, 2, and 3

28 b. Gades 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8

29 c. Gades 9, 10, 11, and 12

30 2. Prograns for exceptional students.--

31 a—Support—tever—t—
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b—=Support—tevel—H—

a. e~ Support Level II1I.

b. &~ Support Level [IV.

c.e— Support Level V.

3. Secondary career education prograns. --

4—Students—at—+isk—prograns—

a—Dbropout—prevention—antd—teenrageparents—

4.b— English for Speakers of O her Languages.--

(d) Annual allocation calculation.--

1. The Departnent of Education is authorized and
directed to review all district prograns and enrol | nent
projections and calculate a maxi numtotal weighted full-tine
equi val ent student enrollnment for each district for the K-12
FEFP.

2. Maximum enrol |l nents cal cul ated by the departnent
shal |l be derived fromenroll nent estinates used by the
Legislature to calculate the FEFP. If two or nore districts
enter into an agreenent under the provisions of s.
230.23(4)(d), after the final enrollnent estinate i s agreed
upon, the anmnount of FTE specified in the agreenent, not to
exceed the estimate for the specific programas identified in
paragraph (c), may be transferred fromthe participating
districts to the district providing the program

3. As part of its calculation of each district's
maxi nrum total weighted full-tinme equival ent student
enrol |l ment, the departnent shall establish separate enroll nent
ceilings for each of two programgroups. G oup 1 shall be
composed of grades K-3, grades 4-8, and grades 9-12, and
prograns for exceptional students. G oup 2 shall be conposed
of students in at-risk exeeptionrat—student—education—prograns
students—at—+i+sk prograns, all basic prograns other than the
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prograns in group 1, and all vocational prograns in grades
7-12.

a. The weighted enrollnent ceiling for group 2
prograns shall be calculated by multiplying the fina
enrol | mrent conference estimate for each program by the
appropriate programwei ght. The weighted enroll nent ceiling
for programgroup 2 shall be the sum of the weighted
enroll ment ceilings for each programin the program group
plus the increase in weighted full-tinme equival ent student
nmenbership fromthe prior year for clients of the Departnent
of Children and Fanily Services and the Departnent of Juvenile
Justi ce.

b. If, for any calculation of the FEFP, the wei ghted
enrol | ment for programgroup 2, derived by nultiplying actua
enrol |l ments by appropriate program wei ghts, exceeds the
enrollment ceiling for that group, the follow ng procedure
shall be followed to reduce the weighted enrollnent for that
group to equal the enrollnent ceiling:

(1) The weighted enrollnent ceiling for each program
in the program group shall be subtracted fromthe wei ghted
enrol l ment for that programderived from actual enroll nents.

(1) 1f the difference cal cul ated under
sub- sub- subparagraph (1) is greater than zero for any program
a reduction proportion shall be conputed for the program by
di viding the absolute value of the difference by the total
anount by which the weighted enroll nent for the program group
exceeds the weighted enrollnent ceiling for the program group

(1'11) The reduction proportion cal cul ated under
sub- sub- subparagraph (I1) shall be nultiplied by the total
anount of the program group's enrollment over the ceiling as
cal cul at ed under sub-sub-subparagraph (1).
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(1'V) The prorated reduction anount cal cul ated under
sub- sub- subparagraph (I111) shall be subtracted fromthe
progranmis weighted enrollnent. For any cal cul ation of the
FEFP, the enrollnment ceiling for group 1 shall be cal cul ated
by multiplying the actual enrollnment for each programin the
program group by its appropriate program wei ght.

c. For programgroup 2, the weighted enroll nment
ceiling shall be a nunber not |ess than the sum obtai ned by:
(1) Miltiplying the sumof reported FTE for al
prograns in the programgroup that have a cost factor of 1.0

or nore by 1.0, and

(1) By adding this nunber to the sum obtai ned by
mul tiplying the projected FTE for all prograns with a cost
factor less than 1.0 by the actual cost factor.

4. Follow ng conpletion of the weighted enroll nent
ceiling calculation as provided in subparagraph 3., a
suppl enent al cappi ng cal cul ati on shall be enployed for those
districts that are over their weighted enrollnent ceiling. For
each such district, the total reported unwei ghted FTE
enrol l ment for group 2 prograns shall be conpared with the
total appropriated unwei ghted FTE enrol Il nent for group 2
prograns. If the total reported unweighted FTE for group 2 is
greater than the appropriated unwei ghted FTE, then the excess
unwei ghted FTE up to the unwei ghted FTE transferred from group
2 to group 1 for each district by the Public School FTE
Esti mati ng Conference shall be funded at a weight of 1.0 and
added to the funded wei ghted FTE conputed i n subparagraph 3.
Thi s adj ustnent shall be cal cul ated beginning with the third
cal cul ati on of the 1998-1999 FEFP
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Section 3. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) and
par agraph (a) of subsection (3) of section 237.34, Florida
Statutes, are anended to read

237.34 Cost accounting and reporting.--

(2) COST REPORTING - -

(b) Each district shall report on a school -by-schoo
and on an aggregate district basis expenditures for each
program funded in s. 236.081(1)(c), except that prograns for
exceptional students in support levels Ill, IV, and V shall be

reported on an aggregate basis.

(3) PROGRAM EXPENDI TURE REQUI REMENTS. - -

(a) Each district shall expend at |east the percent of
the funds generated by each of the prograns |listed herein on
t he aggregate total school costs for such prograns:

1. Kindergarten and grades 1, 2, and 3, 90 percent.

2. Gades 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8, 80 percent.

3. Gades 9, 10, 11, and 12, 80 percent.

4 Prograns for exceptional students, on an aggregate
program basis, 90 86 percent.

5. Grades 7 through 12 vocational education prograns,
on an aggregate program basis, 80 percent.

6. Students-at-risk prograns, on an aggregate program
basis, 80 percent.

7. Juvenile justice prograns, on an aggregate program
basis, 80 percent.

8. Any new program established and funded under s.
236.081(1)(c), that is not included under subparagraphs 1
through 6., on an aggregate basis as appropriate, 80 percent.

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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1 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE_SUBSTI TUTE FOR
2 SB 1390
3
4| The conmittee substitute differs fromSB 1390 in the foll ow ng
ways:
5
The comm ttee substitute does not create a state ]
6 | reports-control and forns-control nmnagenent system comrttee.
7 | The nunber of weighted cost factors for exceptional student
education is decreased fromfive factors to three factors.
8 | The three cost factors serve students with the highest |evel
9 of need.
A categori cal Progran1is created to serve students with the
10 | I owest "I evel of need.
11 | The percentage of programfunds a district is required to
spend on prograns for exceptional students on an aggregate
12 | programbasiS is increased from 80 percent to 90 péercent.
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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