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SENATE AMENDMVENT
Bill No. CS for SB 1574
Anmendnment No.

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

Senat or Horne noved the foll owi ng anendnent:

Senate Amendment (with title amendment)
On page 3, line 18, through
page 6, line 25, delete those lines

and insert:

(4) SPONSOR. --A district school board may sponsor a
charter school in the county over which the board has
jurisdiction.

(a) A district school board shall receive and review
all applications for a charter school. A district school board
shal | receive and consider charter school applications

received on or bhefore Cctober 1 throtgh—at—teast—Novernber—315

of each cal endar year for charter schools to be opened at the

begi nning of the school district's next school year, or to be
opened at a tine agreed to by the applicant and the district

school board. A district school board nay receive

applications later than this date if it chooses. In order to
facilitate an accurate budget projection process, a district
school board shall be held harm ess for FTE students which are
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not included in the FTE projection due to approval of charter
school applications after the FTE projection deadline. A

di strict school board nust by a majority vote approve or deny
an application no later than 60 cal endar days after the
application is received, unless the district school board and

the applicant nutually agree to tenporarily postpone the vote

to a specific date, at which tine the district school board

nust by a najority vote approve or deny the application. |If an

application is denied, the district school board nust, within
10 cal endar days, articulate in witing the specific reasons
based upon good cause supporting its denial of the charter
application. Upon approval of a charter application, the
initial startup nust be consistent with the begi nning of the
public school calendar for the district in which the charter
is granted unless the district school board all ows a waiver of
this provision for good cause.

(b) An applicant may appeal any denial of that
person's application to the State Board of Education no |ater
than 30 cal endar days after the district school board's
deci sion and shall notify the district school board of its
appeal . Any response of the school board shall be subnitted
to the state board within 30 cal endar days after notification
of the appeal. The state board nmust by najority vote accept or
reject the decision of the district school board no |ater than
60 cal endar days after an appeal is filed in accordance with
state board rule. The state board may reject an appea
subm ssion for failure to conply with procedural rules
governi ng the appeals process. The rejection shall describe
the subnission errors. The appellant may have up to 15
cal endar days fromnotice of rejection to resubnit an appea
that neets requirenents of rule. An application for appea
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subm tted subsequent to such rejection shall be considered
timely if the original appeal was filed within 30 cal endar
days after the school board denial. The state board shal
remand the application to the district school board with its
witten recomendation that the district board approve or deny
the application consistent with the state board's decision

The decision of the State Board of Education is not subject to
the provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act, chapter
120.

(c) The district school board nust act upon the
recommendation of the State Board of Education within 30
cal endar days after it is received. The district board may
fail to act in accordance with the recommendati on of the state
board only for good cause. Good cause for failing to act in
accordance with the state board's recomendati on arises only
if the district school board determ nes by conpetent
substantial evidence that approving the state board's
reconmendati on would be contrary to law or contrary to the
best interests of the pupils or the community. The district
school board nust articulate in witten findings the specific
reasons based upon good cause supporting its failure to act in
accordance with the state board's recomendati on. The district
board's action on the state board's recommendation is a fina
action subject to judicial review

(d) The Departnent of Education nmay provide technica
assi stance to an applicant upon witten request.

(e) Paragraph (a) notwi thstanding, a state university
may grant a charter to a devel opnental research school created
under s. 228.053. In considering such charter, the state
university nmust consult with the district school board of the
county in which the devel opnental research school is |ocated.
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The decision of a state university nmay be appeal ed pursuant to
the procedure established in this subsection

(f) The terns and conditions for the operation of a
charter school shall be set forth by the sponsor and the
applicant in a witten contractual agreenent, called a
charter. The sponsor shall not inpose unreasonable rules or
regulations that violate the intent of giving charter schools
greater flexibility to neet educational goals. The applicant
and sponsor shall have 6 nonths in which to nutually agree to
the provisions of the charter eentract. The Departnent of
Education shall provide nediation services for any dispute
regarding this section subsequent to the approval of a charter
application, except disputes regarding charter schoo
application denials. |If the Conm ssioner of Education
determ nes that the dispute cannot be settled through
nedi ation, the dispute may be appealed to an adm nistrative
| aw j udge appoi nted by the Division of Adm nistrative
Hearings. The adnministrative |law judge nmay rule on issues of
equitable treatnment of the charter school as a public school
whet her proposed provisions of the charter eentraet violate
the intended flexibility granted charter schools by statute,
or on any other nmatter regarding this section except a charter
school application denial, and shall award the prevailing

party reasonable attorney's fees and costs incurred to be paid

by the losing party. The costs of the adm nistrative hearing

shall be paid by the party whomthe adm nistrative | aw judge
rul es agai nst.

(g) The sponsor shall nonitor and review the charter
school in its progress towards the goals established in the
charter.

(h) The sponsor shall nonitor the revenues and
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expendi tures of the charter school

=—=============== T | T L E A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:
On page 1, line 4, after the semncolon

i nsert:
revising the date by which charter schoo
applications nmust be subnitted to the district
school board; revising the tinmefrane for
charter school approval or denial; requiring
the award of reasonable attorney fees and costs
incurred to the prevailing party in a charter
school di spute;
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