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Florida Senate - 2000 SB 1576

By Senator Sullivan

22-1063-00 See HB
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to pari-nmutuel wageri ng;
creating s. 550.654, F.S.; creating the
Pari - mut uel Consolidation Act of 2000;
providing legislative intent; providing for the
consol idation of live operations under certain
ci rcunstances; providing for intertrack
wagering; providing limtations; providing a
definition; providing requirenents for
operation under the act; providing for
application; providing for deconsolidation
anending s. 849.086, F.S.; confornming to the
act; providing requirenents if nore than one
perm thol der operates at a facility; providing
an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 550.654, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
550. 654 Consolidation of |live pari-nmutuel operations

aut hori zed. - -

(1) This section may be cited as the "Pari-nutue
Consolidation Act of 2000."
(2) It is the intent of the Legislature to allow the

pari-nmutuel industry to participate in energing technol ogy and

to consolidate |live operations in overlapping market areas in

order to better utilize and maintain facilities through

economnm es of scal e.

(3) In the event that any two pernitholders with the

sane class of pernit are |located in overlappi ng narket areas,
1
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by mutual agreenent either one of themnay, at any tine,

consolidate live operations with the other by |easing the

other permitholder's pari-nutuel facilities for the operation

of its entire |live neet.

(4) Provided that the | essee pernithol der has operated

a full schedule of live racing or games during the preceding

year, it shall be entitled to be licensed to conduct

intertrack wagering at either the consolidated pari-nutue

facilities or at a separate intertrack facility located within

its market area, provided that the intertrack facility does

not operate within the market area of any other permthol der

of the sane class during that pernitholder's |ive neet unl ess

it first obtains the witten consent of the sanme cl ass

operati ng permthol der

(5) The nunber of |ocations with pari-nutuel wagering

after any consolidation of pari-nmutuel pernits shall not be

expanded beyond the nunber of |ocations that would be

permissible if all pari-nmutuel pernitholders were to conduct

live performances at facilities of their own.

(6) An "intertrack facility" means a pari-nutue

facility used by a pernmitholder to conduct intertrack wagering

as defined in s. 550.002(17), and shall constitute a guest

track as defined in s. 550.002. Intertrack facilities shall be

permtted to conduct intertrack wagering at any tine on the

sane class of races or ganes as their pernitholders and on

t hose pari-nutuel events on which the pernithol ders woul d be

able to accept intertrack wagers if they were conducting live

operations at the locations of their intertrack facilities,

and, except as provided in this section, shall be subject to

the provisions of ss. 550.3551, 550.615, 550.625, and

550. 6305. A wager at an intertrack facility authorized by this
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section constitutes an intertrack wager as this termis
defined in s. 550.002. The provisions of s. 565.02 shall also
apply to each intertrack facility.

(7) Two or nore permtholders participating in a

consol idation of live operations may forma business entity to

operate one or nore intertrack facilities, provided that in no

event shall the total nunber of l|ive pari-nmutuel and

intertrack facilities exceed the nunber of pari-nutue

facilities that would exist if all pari-nmutuel permthol ders

were conducting live operations at their own facilities, and

further provided that no person, firm or entity except a

pari-nmutuel entity shall own, directly or indirectly, any

interest in an intertrack facility.

(8) Notwithstandi ng any other provision of this

chapter, a pernitholder that has consolidated and is

conducting its live performances at the facility of another

sane class pernitholder shall pay taxes on live and intertrack

handle at a rate that is no higher than any other sane cl ass

perm thol der that operates at the sane facility.

(9) The provisions of this section apply equally to

every consolidation of live pari-nutuel operations resulting

in nmore than one permithol der operating at the sanme | ocation

regardl ess of the date of such consolidation

(10) Nothing contained within this chapter shal

prevent a pernitholder that has consolidated its live

operations at the |l ocation of another pernitholder from

deconsol i dating and operating its live perfornances at any

other location pernmitted by | aw

Section 2. Paragraphs (b) and (d) of subsection (5) of
section 849.086, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
849. 086 Cardroons authorized. --
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(5) LICENSE REQUI RED; APPLI CATI ON; FEES. --No person
may operate a cardroomin this state unless such person hol ds
a valid cardroomlicense issued pursuant to this section

(b) After the initial cardroomlicense is granted, the
application for the annual license renewal shall be nmade in
conjunction with the applicant's annual application for its
pari-rmutuel license. |In order for a cardroomlicense to be
renewed t he applicant nust have requested, as part of its
pari-nmutuel annual |icense application, to conduct at |east 90
percent of the total nunber of |ive performances conducted by
such permtholder during either the state fiscal year in which
its initial cardroomlicense was issued or the state fisca
year imrediately prior thereto, or, in the event that nore

than one pernitholder is operating at a facility, each of the

perm thol ders nust have applied for a license to conduct a

full schedule of live racing.

(d) The annual cardroomlicense fee for each facility
shall be $1,000 for the first table and $500 for each
additional table to be operated at the cardroom This |icense

fee shall be deposited by the division with the Treasurer to
the credit of the Pari-nmutuel Wagering Trust Fund.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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LEG SLATI VE SUMVARY

Creates the "Pari-mutuel Consolidation Act of 2000" to
allow the pari-nmutuel industry to participate in energing
technol ogy and to consolidate | ive operations in.

overl apping market areas in order to better utilize and
mai ntain_facilities through econon es of scale. (See bhil
for details.)
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