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1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to state uniformtraffic
3 control; creating s. 316.29545, F.S.; directing
4 t he Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mot or
5 Vehicles to provide for the issuance of nedica
6 exenption certificates to certain persons who
7 may operate a notor vehicle with sunscreening
8 materials that are not in conpliance with state
9 | aw; providing for exenptions for certain |aw
10 enforcenent vehicles; providing for a fee;
11 anmendi ng s. 316.2954, F.S.; revising standards
12 for window tinting; providing penalties;
13 anmending s. 316.220, F.S.; prohibiting materi al
14 that alters light color frombeing placed over
15 a headl anp; providing penalties; anending s.
16 316.221, F.S.; prohibiting material that alters
17 visibility frombeing placed over a taillanp;
18 providi ng penalties; anending s. 316.234, F.S.
19 prohibiting material that alters visibility
20 from being placed over a stop lanp or turn
21 signal lanp; providing penalties; anending s.
22 316. 237, F.S.; prohibiting material that alters
23 visibility frombeing placed over a headl anp;
24 provi di ng penalties; anending s. 316.605, F.S.
25 prohibiting material that covers any part
26 t hereof from being placed over a license plate;
27 provi di ng penalties; providing an effective
28 dat e.
29
30| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
31
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1 Section 1. Section 316.29545, Florida Statutes, is

2| created to read

3 316. 29545 W ndow sunscreeni ng excl usi ons; nedica

4 | exenption; certain | aw enforcenent vehicles exenpt. --

5 (1) The departnent shall issue nmedical exenption

6| certificates to persons who are afflicted with Lupus or

7| simlar nedical conditions that require a linited exposure to
8| light, which certificates shall entitle the person to whomthe
9] certificate is issued to have sunscreening nmaterial on the

10 | wi ndshi el d, side w ndows, and wi ndows behind the driver which
11 ) are in violation of the requirenents of ss. 316.2951-316. 2957.
12 | The departnent shall provide, by rule, for the formof the

13 | nedical certificate authorized by this section. At a nini num
14 | the nedical exenption certificate shall include a vehicle

15| description with the nake, nodel, year, vehicle identification
16 | nunber, and nedi cal exenption decal nunber issued for the

17 | vehicle and the nane of the person or persons who are the

18 | regi stered owners of the vehicle. A nedical exenption

19 | certificate is not transferable and becones null and void upon
20| the sale or transfer of the vehicle identified on the

21 | certificate.

22 (2) The departnent shall exenpt all | aw enforcenent

23 | vehicles used in undercover or canine operations fromthe

24 | wi ndow sunscreeni ng requirenents of ss. 316.2951-316. 2957.

25 (3) The departnent may charge a fee in an anpunt

26 | sufficient to defray the expenses of issuing a nedica

27 | exenption certificate described in subsection (1).

28 Section 2. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (1) of
29 | section 316.2954, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

30 316.2954 Wndows behind the driver; restrictions on
31| sunscreening material. --
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(1) A person shall not operate any notor vehicle on
any public highway, road, or street on which vehicle any
wi ndows behind the driver are conposed of, covered by, or
treated with any sunscreening nmaterial, or other product or
mat eri al which has the effect of naking the w ndow
nontransparent or which would alter the w ndow s col or
increase its reflectivity, or reduce its light transnmittance,
except as specified bel ow

(a) Sunscreening nmaterial consisting of filmthat
whi-ehr, when applied to and tested on the rear w ndow gl ass of
the specific notor vehicle, has a total solar reflectance of
visible light of not nore than 25 35 percent as neasured on
the nonfilmside and a light transmttance of at |east 28 15
percent in the visible Iight range; however, sunscreening
material that whieh, when applied to and tested on the rear
wi ndow gl ass of the specific notor vehicle, has a total solar
reflectance of visible light of not nore than 25 35 percent as
neasured on the nonfilmside and a |ight transmttance of at
| east 15 6 percent in the visible |ight range may be used on
mul ti pur pose passenger vehicles and | aw enforcenent vehicles.

(b) Perforated sunscreening material which, when
tested in conjunction with existing glazing or filmmteri al
has a total reflectance of visible light of not nore than 28
35 percent and a light transnmittance of no less than 30
percent. For those products or materials having different
| evel s of reflectance, the highest reflectance fromthe
product or material will be nmeasured by dividing the area into
16 equal sections and averaging the overall reflectance. The
neasured refl ectance of any of those sections nmay not exceed
35 56 percent.
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Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 316.220, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

316. 220 Headl anps on notor vehicles. --

(1) Every notor vehicle shall be equipped with at
| east two headl anps with at | east one on each side of the
front of the notor vehicle, which headl anps shall conply with
the requirenents and limtations set forth in this chapter
and shall show a white light. An object, nmaterial, or covering

that alters the headlanp's light color may not be pl aced,

di spl ayed, installed, affixed, or applied over a headl anp.
Section 4. Subsection (1) of section 316.221, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:
316.221 Taillanps.--
(1) Every notor vehicle, trailer, semtrailer, and

pole trailer, and any other vehicle which is being drawn at
the end of a conbination of vehicles, shall be equipped with
at least two taillanps nounted on the rear, which, when
lighted as required in s. 316.217, shall enit a red |ight
plainly visible froma distance of 1,000 feet to the rear
except that passenger cars and pickup trucks manufactured or
assenbl ed prior to January 1, 1972, which were originally
equi pped with only one taillanp shall have at |east one
taillanmp. On a conbination of vehicles, only the taillanps on
the rearnost vehicle need actually be seen fromthe distance
specified. On vehicles equipped with nore than one taill anp,
the |l anps shall be nounted on the sane |evel and as widely
spaced laterally as practicable. An object, material, or

covering that alters the taillanp's visibility from 1,000 feet

may not be pl aced, displayed, installed, affixed, or applied

over a taillanp.
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1 Section 5. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 316. 234,
2| Florida Statutes, are anended to read

3 316. 234 Signal | anps and signal devices.--

4 (1) Any vehicle may be equi pped and, when required

5] under this chapter, shall be equipped with a stop |anp or

6| lanps on the rear of the vehicle which shall display a red or
7 | anber light, visible froma distance of not |ess than 300 feet
8| to the rear in normal sunlight, and which shall be actuated

9 | upon application of the service (foot) brake, and which may
10 | but need not be incorporated with one or nore other rear

11| lanps. An object, material, or covering that alters the stop
12 | lanp's visibility from300 feet to the rear in nornal sunlight
13 | may not be placed, displayed, installed, affixed, or applied
14 | over a stop | anp.

15 (2) Any vehicle may be equi pped and, when required

16 | under s. 316.222(2), shall be equipped with electric turn

17 | signals which shall indicate an intention to turn by flashing
18 | lights showing to the front and rear of a vehicle or on a

19 | combi nati on of vehicles on the side of the vehicle or

20 | conbi nation toward which the turnis to be nade. The |anps
21| showing to the front shall be nounted on the sane | evel and as
22 | widely spaced laterally as practicable and, when signaling,

23| shall emt white or anber light. The | anps showing to the rear
24 | shall be nmounted on the sane | evel and as wi dely spaced

25| laterally as practicable, and, when signaling, shall enit a
26 | red or anber light. Turn signal |anps on vehicles 80 inches
27 |1 or nore in overall width shall be visible froma di stance of
28 | not less than 500 feet to the front and rear in norma

29 | sunlight, and an object, material, or covering that alters the
30| lanmp's visibility froma distance of 500 feet to the front or
31| rear in normal sunlight may not be placed, displayed,
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installed, affixed, or applied over a turn signal |anp. Turn

signal |anps on vehicles less than 80 inches w de shall be
visible at a distance of not |ess than 300 feet to the front
and rear in normal sunlight, and an object, material, or

covering that alters the lanp's visibility froma di stance of

300 feet to the front or rear in normal sunlight may not be

pl aced, displayed, installed, affixed, or applied over a turn

signal lanp. Turn signal |anps may, but need not be,
i ncorporated in other |anps on the vehicle.

Section 6. Subsection (1) of section 316.237, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

316. 237 Miltiple-beamroad-1ighting equiprent. --

(1) Except as hereinafter provided, the headl anps or
the auxiliary driving lanp or the auxiliary passing |anp or
conbi nati on thereof on notor vehicles shall be so arranged
that the driver may select at will between distributions of
light projected to different elevations and such |anps may, in
addition, be so arranged that such selection can be nade
automatically, subject to the following limtations:

(a) There shall be an uppernost distribution of |ight,
or conposite beam so ained and of such intensity as to revea
persons and vehicles at a distance of at |east 450 feet ahead
for all conditions of |oading.

(b) There shall be a | owernpst distribution of |ight,
or conposite beam so ained and of sufficient intensity to
reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of at |east 150 feet
ahead; and on a straight |level road under any condition of
| oadi ng none of the high intensity portion of the beam shal
be directed to strike the eyes of an approaching driver.
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1| An object, material, or covering that alters the headl anp's

2| visibility fromat |east 450 feet for an uppernobst

3| distribution of light or at | east 150 feet for a | owernost

4 | distribution of light may not be placed, displayed, installed,

5| affixed, or applied over a headl anp.

6 Section 7. Subsection (1) of section 316.605, Florida

7| Statutes, is anended to read:

8 316. 605 Licensing of vehicles.--

9 (1) Every vehicle, at all tines while driven, stopped,
10 | or parked upon any hi ghways, roads, or streets of this state,
11 | shall be licensed in the nane of the owner thereof in
12 | accordance with the laws of this state unless such vehicle is
13| not required by the laws of this state to be licensed in this
14 | state and shall, except as otherw se provided in s. 320.0706
15 for front-end registration |icense plates on truck tractors,
16 | display the license plate or both of the license plates
17 | assigned to it by the state, one on the rear and, if two, the
18 | other on the front of the vehicle, each to be securely
19 | fastened to the vehicle outside the nmain body of the vehicle
20| in such manner as to prevent the plates fromsw nging, with
21| all letters, nunerals, printing, witing, and other
22 | identification marks upon the plates clear and distinct and
23| free fromdefacenent, nutilation, grease, and other obscuring
24 | matter, so that they will be plainly visible and | egible at
25| all tinmes 100 feet fromthe rear or front. An object,

26 | material, or covering that covers any letter, nuneral, or

27 | other identification mark of the license plate may not be

28 | pl aced, displayed, installed, affixed, or applied upon a

29 | license plate. Not hing shall be placed upon the face of a

30| Florida plate except as pernmtted by |law or by rule or

31| regul ation of a governnental agency. No |license plates other
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than those furnished by the state shall be used. However, if
the vehicle is not required to be licensed in this state, the
|icense plates on such vehicle issued by another state, by a
territory, possession, or district of the United States, or by
a foreign country, substantially conplying with the provisions
hereof, shall be considered as conplying with this chapter. A
violation of this subsection is a noncrininal traffic
i nfraction, punishable as a nonnoving violation as provided in
chapter 318

Section 8. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Exenpts certain | aw enforcenent vehicles from statutor

w ndow sunscreeni ng requi renents. Requires the Departnent
of H ghway Safety and Mbtor Vehicles to exenpt a notor
vehi cle fron1sta utory mnndOM/sunscreenlnﬂ equire nts
when the driver has a’ nedical condition that requi
limted exposure to light. Revises standards for

perm ssi bl e wi ndow su nscreenlnﬂ Prohibits the
|nstallat|on of any naterlal e alters the visibility of

headl| anp, talllanP stop anp, or turn signal lanp or
the col or " of anp
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