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Florida Senate - 2000 SB 1652

By the Cormittee on Ethics and El ections; and Senators
Saunders, Kirkpatrick, Rossin and Sebesta

313-848B- 00
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the Florida Voter
Information Quide; requiring the chief election
of ficer to produce an el ectronic voter
i nformati on gui de before certain el ections;
prescribing the content of the guide;
establ i shing procedures and deadlines for the
subm ssion and posting of information
provi di ng an appropriation; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Short title.--This act nmay be cited as the

"Florida Voter Informati on Gui de Act."

Section 2. Florida voter information guide.--

(1) Before each general election, and before each

special election at which a constitutional amendnent will be

voted on, the chief election officer shall produce a voter

information guide that will be nade avail able on the |Internet.

The chief election officer may al so produce and distribute a

nonel ectroni c version of the voter information guide, but the

chief election officer nust adopt administrative rules for

thi s purpose.

(2) MWMaterial subnmitted for inclusion in any voter

i nformation guide may not be adnitted into evidence in any

suit or action brought against the chief election officer to

restrain or enjoin the publication of all or a part of the

gui de.
(3) In addition to the infornmation required by this

act, the chief election officer may adopt rules to include in
1
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the voter information guide other nonpartisan informati on that

is beneficial to voters.

Section 3. Florida voter information guide;

nonj udi ci al candi dates. - -

(1) As used in this section, the term "candi date" neans

any person as defined in section 97.021, Florida Statutes,

other than a candidate for judicial office, who is required by

law to qualify for election with the Departnent of State.

(2)(a) The voter information guide nust include the

following informati on concerni ng each candi date who files

information with the chief election officer neeting the

requi renents of this section

1. The office sought;

2. A brief general description of the duties of the

of fice;
The candi date's nane;

The candidate's political party;

o s |»

The candidate's mmiling address;

6. An unretouched photograph of the candidate, taken

within 2 years before submission to the chief election

of ficer;
7. The candidate's witten statenent in support of his

or her candi dacy; and

8. The candi date's canpai gn tel ephone nunber and |inks

to the candidate's e-mail address and web site, if avail abl e.

(b) For federal candidates, the chief election officer

nmust include on-line the information specified in

subpar agraphs (a)1. through (a)5. within 3 busi ness days after

the candidate qualifies for office or files with the chief

el ection officer a Statenent of Candidacy or |letter containing

the required i nformati on, whichever occurs earlier. For
2
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nonf ederal candi dates, the chief election officer nmust include

on-line the information specified in subparagraphs (a)l.

through (a)5. within 3 business days after the candidate files

t he appoi ntnent of a canpaign treasurer and desi gnation of

canpai gn depository with the Departnent of State. For al

candi dates, the chief election officer nust nmke avail abl e

on-line the candi date's photograph, the candi date's statenent,

and the candi date's canpai gn tel ephone nunber, e-nmil address,

and web address within 5 business days after the candi date has

filed the information, or reject all or a part of the

information subnitted and provide notice pursuant to

subsection (3). Until the chief election officer has received

information neeting the requirenents of this section or during

t he pendency of a judicial action pursuant to subsection (3),

the chief election officer shall use the phrase "Not

Avail abl e" in the voter information guide in lieu of the

m ssing or defective itemof information.

(c) No later than 21 days before the general election

each candidate may file with the chief election officer the

information required in subparagraphs (a)6. through (a)8.

(d) Each candidate's statenent subnitted pursuant to

this section:

1. Must not exceed 250 words, excluding the

candi date's nane, party, nmiling address, tel ephone nunber

and e-mai | and web addresses;

2. Mist not contain any direct or indirect reference

to an opposi ng candi dat e;

3. Muist not include the nane of any person or

organi zation cited as supporting or endorsing the candi date or

any part of the statenent, unless at the tine of filing the

statenent the candidate files a sworn, witten oath or
3
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affirmati on by the person, or by an authorized person on

behal f of an organi zation, consenting to the use of the nane

of the person or organi zation for that purpose; and

4. Mist consist only of words, nunbers, and

punct uati on narKks.

(e) Each photograph submitted pursuant to this

section:
1. Must have been taken within 2 years bhefore the date

of filing;
2. Must be a conventional photograph that has a plain

backgr ound;
3. Must show only the face or the head, neck, and

shoul ders of the candi dat e;

4. Must be unretouched, with no alteration or

mani pul ati on of the candidate's |likeness or inmage after the

taki ng of the photograph;

5. Muist not include the hands or anything held in the

hands of the candi date;

6. Must not show the candi date wearing a judicial

robe, a hat, or a mlitary, police, or fraternal uniform and

7. Must not show the uniformor insignia of any

organi zati on.

(f) Once a candidate's statenent or photograph has

been filed with the chief election officer, it may be

withdrawn only by witten request of the candidate prior to

publication. Except for the candidate's nane, nmiling address,

canpai gn tel ephone nunber, e-nmil address, or web address, the

statenent or photograph may not be amended or nodified except

as provided in subsection (3). Changes to the candidate's

nane, nailing address, canpai gn tel ephone nunber, e-nai

address, or web address nmay be filed with the chief election
4
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officer no later than 21 days before the general election. The

chief election officer nust post these changes to the on-line

voter information guide within 24 hours after receipt of the

anended i nformation, excludi ng Saturdays, Sundays, and

hol i days.
(g) The chief election officer nust renove a

candidate's information fromthe on-line voter information

guide within 72 hours after the candidate withdraws his or her

candi dacy, becones an unopposed candidate, or is elininated as

a candi date, excludi ng Saturdays, Sundays, and hol i days.

(h) The followi ng statenment nust be printed at the

bottom of each page where candi dates' statenents appear

"Statenents printed on this page are exclusively those of the

candi dates, and have not been checked for accuracy by any

gover nnent agency."

(3)(a) If the chief election officer finds that any

phot ograph fails to neet the requirenents of paragraph (2)(e)

or that any candidate's statenent offered for filing:

1. Contains any obscene, vulgar, profane, libelous, or

defamatory | anguage or mmatter

2. Incites or advocates hatred, abuse, or violence

toward any person or group, or

3. Oherwise fails to neet the requirenents of this

secti on,

the chief election officer nust reject the photograph or

statenent and notify the candidate within 5 days after the

filing. The notification nust identify the specific |anguage

or material objected to and the reasons for the objection

Until 21 days before the general election, the candi date nmay

file a different photograph or statenent with the chief
5

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O ®~NO®Uu D WNPRER O

Florida Senate - 2000 SB 1652
313-848B-00

el ection officer or may challenge the chief election officer's

finding by filing a suit or action in the circuit court in

Leon County to conpel inclusion of the photograph or statenent

in the voter information guide.

(b) If the candidate files a different photograph or

candi date statenment that is not prohibited under paragraph

(a), the chief election officer nust include the new

phot ograph or statenent in the voter infornmation guide within

5 days after the filing. In determ ning whether the different

phot ograph or statenent is prohibited, the chief election

officer may not raise an objection to any |anguage or natter

included in the original photograph or statenent which was not

the subject of a prior objection. If, however, the chief

el ection officer finds that the new photograph or statenent is

prohibited, the chief election officer nmust reject it and

notify the candidate within 5 days after the filing pursuant

to paragraph (a). Followi ng receipt of the notice, the

candi date nmay take action as provided in paragraph (a).

(c) |If the candidate files a judicial action to conpe

i ncl usi on of the photograph or candi date statenent and the

court rules in favor of the candidate, the chief election

of ficer shall include the photograph or statenent on-line

within 24 hours after the execution of the court order,

excl udi ng Sat urdays, Sundays, and holidays. |If the court rules

for the chief election officer, the candidate has until 21

days before the general election to file a different

phot ograph or statenent. The chief election officer shal

det er mi ne whet her the new phot ograph or statenent neets the

requirenents of this section for inclusion in the voter

information guide and, if so, make the information avail abl e

on-line within 5 days after the filing. In nmaking this
6
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determ nation, the chief election officer may not rai se an

obj ection to any | anguage or nmatter included in the origina

phot ograph or statenent which was not the subject of a prior

objection. If, however, the chief election officer finds that

t he new photograph or statenent is prohibited, the chief

el ection officer nust reject it and notify the candi date

within 5 days after the filing pursuant to paragraph (a).

Fol | owi ng recei pt of the notice, the candidate may take action

as provided in paragraph (a). If the court rules against the

candidate within 21 days preceding the general election, the

phrase "Not Avail abl e" nust be used in the voter infornmation

gui de through the general election in lieu of the information

(4) This section does not require the chief election

officer to nodify any nonel ectroni ¢ version of the voter

i nformati on gui de previously published.

(5) Adnministrative rules may be adopted to admi ni ster

the provisions of this section.

Section 4. Florida voter information guide; judicial

candi dat es. - -

(1) As used in this section, the term"judicial

candi date" neans any person as defined in section 97.021

Florida Statutes, seeking election or retention to the office

of :

(a) Justice of the Suprene Court.

(b) Judge of a district court of appeal

(c) Judge of a circuit court.

(2)(a) The voter information guide nust include a

witten candidate's statenent for each judicial candidate in

resune format containing the foll owi ng headi ngs:
1. Nane;
2. Canpai gn Address and Tel ephone Nunber
7
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Dat e of Admi ssion to The Florida Bar;
Educati on;

Pr of essi onal Legal Background;

Judi ci al Backgr ound;

Professional Activities/Associations/Affiliations;

Educati onal / Prof essi onal Honors and Awards;

© |© N |o ||~ |®

Pr of essi onal Teachi ng/ Educati onal Activities; and

10. Community Activities.

In addition, the voter information guide nust include the

of fi ce sought and an unretouched phot ograph of the judicial

candi date taken within 2 years before subnission to the chief

el ection officer.

(b) Wthin 3 business days after a judicial candidate

files the appoi ntnent of a canpaign treasurer and designation

of canpai gn depository with the Departnent of State, the chief

el ection officer shall include on-line the nane of the

judicial candidate and office sought. The chief election

of ficer must, within 5 business days after the judicial

candidate has filed the information, either nmke avail abl e

on-line the renmaining infornmation required in paragraph (a) or

reject all or a part of the information and provide notice

pursuant to subsection (3). Until the chief election officer

has received informati on neeting the requirenents of this

section or during the pendency of a judicial action pursuant

to subsection (3), the chief election officer shall use the

phrase "Not Available" in the voter information guide in lieu

of the missing or defective itemof infornation

(c) No later than 21 days before the first primry

el ection, each judicial candidate may file with the chi ef

el ection officer a photograph and witten candidate's
8
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statenent that is in resune format and that neets the

requi renments of paragraph (a).

(d) Each judicial candidate's statenent subnitted

pursuant to this section

1. Must not exceed 500 words, excluding section

headi ngs;
2. Mist not contain any direct or indirect reference

to an opposing judicial candidate;

3. May not include the nane of any person or

organi zation cited as supporting or endorsing the judicial

candi date or any part of the statenent, unless at the tine of

filing the statenent the judicial candidate files a sworn,

witten oath or affirmation by the person, or by an authorized

person on behal f of an organi zation, consenting to the use of

the nane of the person or organization for that purpose;

4., Mist include the information required in

subpar agraphs (a)1. through (a)5.; and

5. Must consist only of words, nunbers, and

punct uati on narKks.

(e) Each judicial candidate's photograph submtted

pursuant to this section

1. Must have been taken within 2 years bhefore the date

of filing;
2. Must be a conventional photograph that has a plain

backgr ound;
3. Must show only the face or the head, neck, and

shoul ders of the judicial candi date;

4. Must be unretouched, with no alteration or

mani pul ation of the judicial candidate's |ikeness or inage

after the taking of the photograph

9
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5. Muist not include the hands or anything held in the

hands of the judicial candi date;

6. Must not show the judicial candidate wearing a

judicial robe, a hat, or a nmlitary, police, or fraterna

uni form and

7. Must not show the uniformor insignia of any

organi zati on.

(f) If ajudicial candidate does not tinely subnit

information neeting the requirenents of this section for any

specific heading identified in subparagraphs (a)5. through

(a)9., that heading nmust be omtted fromthe judicial

candi date's statenment in the voter information guide. |If the

judicial candidate does not tinely subnit a photograph neeting

the requirenents of this section, the chief election officer

shal|l use the phrase "Not Available" in lieu of the nissing or

def ecti ve phot ogr aph

(g) To the extent that there is a conflict between the

requirenents in this section and the Code of Judicial Conduct,
t he Code of Judicial Conduct controls.
(h) Once a photograph or judicial candidate's

statenent has been filed with the chief election officer, it

may be withdrawn by the judicial candidate only by witten

request prior to publication. Except for the judicial

candi date's nane, canpai gn address, or tel ephone nunber, the

judicial candidate may not amend or nodify the photograph or

judicial candidate's statenment except as provided in

subsection (3). Changes to the judicial candidate's nane,

canpai gn address, or tel ephone nunber may be filed with the

chief election officer no |later than 21 days before the

general election. The chief election officer nust post these

changes to the on-line voter information guide within 24 hours
10
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after receipt of the anended i nformati on, excl udi ng Saturdays,

Sundays, and hol i days.

(i) For circuit court election contests, the chief

el ection officer nust renpve a judicial candidate's

information fromthe on-line voter information guide within 72

hours after the judicial candidate withdraws his or her

candi dacy, becones an unopposed candidate, or is elininated as

a candi date, excludi ng Saturdays, Sundays, and hol i days.

(j) The followi ng statenment nust be printed at the

bottom of each page where judicial candidates' statenents

appear: "Statenents printed on this page are exclusively those

of the judicial candidates, and have not been checked for

accuracy by any governnent agency."

(3)(a) |If the chief election officer finds that any

phot ograph fails to neet the requirenents of paragraph (2)(e)

or that any judicial candidate's statenment offered for filing:

1. Contains any obscene, vulgar, profane, libelous, or

defamatory | anguage or matter

2. Incites or advocates hatred, abuse, or violence

toward any person or group, or

3. Oherwise fails to neet the requirenents of this

secti on,

the chief election officer nmust reject it and notify the

judicial candidate within 5 days after the filing. The

notification nust identify the specific |anguage or materi al

obj ected to, and the reasons for the objection. No |ater than

21 days before the first primary election, the judicial

candidate may file a different photograph or statenment with

the chief election officer or nay chall enge the chief election

officer's finding by filing a suit or action in the circuit
11
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court in Leon County to conpel inclusion of the photograph or

statenent in the voter infornmation guide.

(b) If the judicial candidate files a different

phot ograph or judicial candidate's statenent that is not

prohi bited under paragraph (a), the chief election officer

nust include the new photograph or statenent in the voter

information guide within 5 days after the filing. In

determ ni ng whether the different photograph or judicial

candi date's statenment is prohibited, the chief election

officer may not raise an objection to any |anguage or natter

included in the original photograph or statenent which was not

the subject of a prior objection. If, however, the chief

el ection officer finds that the new photograph or statenent is

prohibited, the chief election officer nmust reject it and

notify the judicial candidate within 5 days after the filing

pursuant to paragraph (a). Follow ng receipt of the notice,

the judicial candidate may take action as provided in

par agraph (a).

(c) If the judicial candidate files a judicial action

to conpel inclusion of the photograph or judicial candidate's

statenent and the court rules in favor of the judicial

candi date, the chief election officer shall include the

phot ograph or statenent on-line within 24 hours after the

execution of the court order, excluding Saturdays, Sundays,

and holidays. If the court rules for the chief election

officer, the judicial candidate has until 21 days before the

primary election to file a different photograph or statenent.

The chief election officer shall determ ne whether the new

phot ograph or statenment neets the requirenents of this section

for inclusion in the voter infornmation guide and, if so, nake

the information available on-line within 5 days after the
12
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filing. In making this deternination, the chief election

officer may not raise an objection to any |anguage or natter

included in the original photograph or statenent which was not

the subject of a prior objection. If, however, the chief

el ection officer finds that the new photograph or statenent is

prohibited, the chief election officer nmust reject it and

notify the judicial candidate within 5 days after the filing

pursuant to paragraph (a). Followi ng receipt of the notice,

the judicial candidate may take action as provided in

paragraph (a). |If the court rul es against the judicial

candi date later than 21 days preceding the primary el ection

the phrase "Not Avail able" nmust be used in the voter

i nformati on gui de through the general election in lieu of the

defective information

(4) Nothing in this section requires the chief

el ection officer to nodify any nonel ectronic version of the

voter information guide previously published.

(5) Adnministrative rules may be adopted to admi ni ster

the provisions of this section.

Section 5. Florida voter information guide;

constitutional anendnents. --

(1)(a) The voter information guide nust include the

following informati on for each constitutional anendnent which

will be voted on by the el ectors:

1. The identification of the nmeasure by nunber

desi gnation as provided in section 101.161, Florida Statutes;

2. The ballot title and substance of the anendnent as
provided by section 101.161, Florida Statutes;
3. For anendnents proposed by the Legislature, the

nunber of votes cast for and against the joint resolution in

both the Senate and the House of Representatives;
13
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1 4. A concise summary of the general neaning and effect
2| of "yes" and "no" votes on each neasure, pursuant to

3 | subsection (2);

4 5. The full text of the anendnent;

5 6. An argunent in favor of the neasure; and

6 7. An argunment in opposition to the neasure.

7 (b) No later than 75 days before the date on which the
8 | constitutional anmendnent will be voted on, the chief election
9| officer shall include on-line the information in subparagraphs
10 |(a)1l. through (a)5. The chief election officer nust, within 5
11 | busi ness days after the infornmation has been filed or on the
12 | 75th day before the el ection, whichever occurs |ater, nake

13 | avail able on-line the highest ranking argunent in favor of the
14 | neasure and the hi ghest ranking argunent in opposition to the
15| neasure or reject the infornmation subnmtted and provide notice
16 | pursuant to subsection (6). Until the chief election officer
17 | has received information neeting the requirenents of this

18 | section or during the pendency of a judicial action pursuant
19 | to subsection (6), the chief election officer nust use the

20 | phrase "Not Available" in the voter information guide in lieu
21| of the missing or defective argunent.

22 (c) Once an argunent has been filed with the chi ef

23 | election officer, it may be withdrawn only by witten request
24 | of the author submitted prior to publication. O her than the
25| nane and mailing address of the author, it may not be anmended
26 | or nodified except as provided in subsection (6). Changes to
27 | the nane or nmiling address of the individual or group

28 | proposing the argunent nmay be filed with the chief election
29 | officer no later than 21 days before the date on which the

30 | anendnent will be voted on. The chief election officer nust

31| post these changes to the on-line voter information guide

14
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within 24 hours after recei pt of the anended i nfornmation,

excl udi ng Sat urdays, Sundays, and hol i days.

(d) The followi ng statenment nust be printed at the

bottom of each page where argunents appear: "Argunments printed

on this page are the opinions of the authors, and have not

been checked for accuracy by any governnent agency."

(2) The Ofice of Program Policy Anal ysis and

Governnent Accountability shall prepare an objective anal ysis,

including a fiscal inpact section, describing each

constitutional anendnent that will be voted on by the

el ectors. The analysis nust contain clear, sinple |anguage and

avoid the use of technical terns wherever possible so as to be

easily understood by the average voter. The anal ysis nust be

filed with the chief election officer no later than 80 days

before the date on which the anendnent will be voted on. The

O fice of Econom ¢ and Denographi c Research shall assist the

O fice of Program Policy Anal ysis and Gover nment

Accountability in preparing the anal ysis, upon request.

(3)(a) Wenever the Legislature subnits an anendnent

to the voters, the prine sponsor of the resol ution and one

ot her person appointed by the sponsor may draft the argunent

in favor of the anendnent, or the sponsor nmy appoint no nore

than two persons to draft the argunent. The argunment nay be

filed no later than 35 days before the date on which the

amendnent will be voted on

(b) If the joint resolution by the Legi sl ature was not

adopt ed unani nously, one nenber of each house who voted

against it will be appointed by the presiding officer of each

respective house to draft the argunent agai nst the anendnent.

If one house adopts the joint resolution unaninously but the

ot her does not, the presiding officer of the house with
15
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obj ecting nenbers will appoint two nenbers who voted agai nst

the joint resolution to draft the argunent against the

anmendnent. Alternatively, if only one nenber of the

Legi sl ature voted against the joint resolution, that nenber

and one ot her person appointed by that nenber nmay draft the

argunent agai nst the anendnent, or that nenber nmay appoint no

nore than two persons to draft the argunent. The argunment nay

be filed with the chief election officer no later than 35 days

before the date on which the anendnent will be voted on

(c) |If the joint resolution was adopted unani nously by

the Legislature or if an argunent for or agai nst an anendnent

submitted to the voters by the Legislature has not been filed

by a nmenber of the Legislature or his or her designee by the

deadline, the chief election officer nust inmrediately issue a

general press release soliciting argunents frominterested

groups and persons. The press rel ease nust consi st of an

announcenent cont ai ni ng:

1. The full text of the joint resol ution

2. A summary of the essential nature or purpose of the

neasure for or against which no argunent has been fil ed;

3. A statenent that the affirmative or negative

argunents, or both, have not been filed;

4, An invitation to any voter or group of voters to

submt and file with the chief election officer, within 14

days, argunents for or against the neasure as to which

affirmati ve or negative argunents have not been filed; and

5. A description of the process for ranking the

argunents filed

Fourteen days after issuing the press rel ease, the chief

el ection officer nust rank the argunents recei ved based on
16
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aut horship, with the highest ranking going to argunents

submtted by political committees organi zed under section

106.03, Florida Statutes, followed by bona fide associations

of Florida residents, and |last by Florida registered voters.

The hi ghest-ranked argunment neeting the requirenents of this

section nust be included in the voter infornmation guide. |f

the argunents of two or nbre comittees, associations, or

voters have the sane ranking, the chief election officer wll

random y determ ne which argunent will be included. Persons

and groups subnitting argunents under this paragraph may not

file a suit or action in any state court to conpel inclusion

of the argunent in the voter information guide. This paragraph

does not preclude two or nore political comittees,

associ ations, or registered voters fromjointly subnitting an

argunent .
(4)(a) If an anendnent to be placed before the voters

is proposed by initiative, the constitutional revision

conm ssion, the taxation and budget reform conm ssion, or a

constitutional convention, the chair of the group proposing

t he anendnent nust appoint a committee of no nore than two

persons to draft an argunent in favor of the anmendnent. The

argunent nust be filed with the chief election officer no

| ater than 35 days before the date on which the anmendnent will

be voted on.

(b) Any group or voter who wishes to draft an argunent

agai nst an anendnent proposed by initiative, the

constitutional revision comission, the taxation and budget

reformcommi ssion, or a constitutional convention nay do so.

The argunent nust be filed with the chief election officer no

| ater than 60 days before the date on which the anmendnent will

be voted on. The chief election officer nust rank the
17
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argunents received by the deadli ne based on authorship, with

t he hi ghest ranking going to argunents submitted by politica

conmi ttees organi zed under section 106.03, Florida Statutes,

to oppose the anendnent, followed by bona fide associations of

Florida residents, and last, by Florida regi stered voters.

Subj ect to the procedures in subsection (6), the highest

ranked argunent neeting the requirenents of this section nust

be included in the voter information guide. |If the argunents

of two or nore conmittees, associations, or voters have the

sane ranking, the chief election officer nust determ ne at

random whi ch argunent will be included. This paragraph does

not preclude two or nore political comittees, associations,

or registered voters fromjointly subnmtting an argunent.

(5) Each argunent submitted pursuant to this section

1. Must identify the nanme and nmiling address of the

person or group drafting the argunent;

2. Must consist only of words, nunbers, and

punct uati on narKks;

3. Muist not exceed 500 words in | ength, excluding the

nane, title, and nmmiling address of the persons drafting the

argunent ; and

4, Mist not contain the name of any person or

organi zation, other than the author or the author's

organi zation, cited as supporting or endorsing the argunent or

any part of the argunent, unless by the deadline for filing

argunents the chief election officer also receives a sworn,

witten oath or affirmation by the person, or by an authorized

person on behal f of an organi zation, consenting to the use of

the nane of the person or organization for the prescribed

pur pose.

18
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1 (6)(a) If the chief election officer finds that the

2 | hi ghest ranked argunent filed pursuant to subsection (3) or
3|(4):

4 1. Contains any obscene, vulgar, profane, libelous, or
5| defamatory | anguage or matter

6 2. Incites or advocates hatred, abuse, or violence

7| toward any person or group, oOr

8 3. Oherwise fails to neet the requirenents of this

9 | section,

10

11 ) the chief election officer nust reject it and notify the

12 | persons subnitting the argunent within 5 days after the

13| filing. The notification nust identify the specific | anguage
14 ) or material objected to and the reasons for the objection. No
15| later than 21 days before the election, the person subnitting
16 | the argunent may file a different argunent with the chief

17 | election officer or may challenge the chief election officer's
18 | deternmination by filing a suit or action in the circuit court
19 ] in Leon County to conpel inclusion of the argunent in the
20 | voter information guide.
21 (b) If the author files a different argunent that is
22 | not prohibited under paragraph (a), the chief election officer
23 | nust include the new argunent in the voter information guide
24| within 5 days after the filing. In determning whether the
25| different argunent is prohibited, the chief election officer
26 | may not raise an objection to any | anguage or matter included
27 |1 in the original argunent which was not the subject of a prior
28 | objection. |If, however, the chief election officer finds that
29 | the new argunent is prohibited, the chief election officer
30| nmust reject it and the argunent having the next highest
31

19
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ranki ng which neets the requirenents of this section nust be

included in the voter information guide.

(c) If the person filing the argunent files a judicial

action to conpel inclusion of the argument and the court rules

in favor of the person filing the argunent, the chief election

of ficer shall include the argunent on-line within 24 hours

after the execution of the court order. If the court rules for

the chief election officer, the person has until 21 days

before the election to file a different argunent. The chi ef

el ection officer shall determ ne whether the new argunent

neets the requirenents of this section for inclusion in the

voter information guide and, if so, nmke the argunent

avail able on-line within 5 days after the filing. |In naking

this determination, the chief election officer may not raise

an objection to any | anguage or matter included in the

original argunment which was not the subject of a prior

objection. If the person fails to file a different argunent or

if the chief election officer finds that the new argunent is

prohi bited by paragraph (a), the new argunent nust be

rejected, and the argunent having the next highest ranking

which neets the requirenents of this section nust be included

in the voter information guide.

(7) Nothing in this section requires the chief

el ection officer to incorporate changes or include an argunent

in any nonel ectronic version of the voter information guide

previously published.

(8) Administrative rules may be adopted to admi ni ster

the provisions of this section.

Section 6. The sum of $100,000 is appropriated to the

Departnent of State fromthe General Revenue Fund for the

pur pose of inplenenting the provisions of this act.
20
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Section 7. This act shall take effect January 1, 2001
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SENATE SUMVARY

Provi des procedures for and prescribes the content of a

Fl ori da Voter Inforna on Guide that is to be nmade
avallable or published by the chief election officer
before certain elections’and that will provide voters
W th |nfornat|on concerni ng candi dates and i ssues to be
voted on. Provides an appropriation.
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