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By Representative A G eene

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Pahokee Water Contro

3 District, Palm Beach County; providing for

4 codi fication of special |aws regarding special
5 districts pursuant to chapters 97-255 and

6 98- 320, Laws of Florida, relating to the

7 Pahokee Water Control District, a special tax
8 district of the State of Florida conposed of
9 the County of Pal m Beach; providing | egislative
10 intent; codifying, reenacting, and anendi ng
11 chapter 10002, Laws of Florida, 1923; chapter
12 13715, Laws of Florida, 1929; chapter 14779,
13 Laws of Florida, 1931; chapter 18042, Laws of
14 Fl orida, 1937; chapter 19607, Laws of Florida
15 1939; chapters 20652 and 20695, Laws of

16 Florida, 1941; chapter 23622, Laws of Florida
17 1947; chapter 28440, Laws of Florida, 1953;

18 chapter 30151, Laws of Florida, 1955; and

19 chapters 57-433, 63-877, 71-817, 77-618,

20 80-563, 82-354, and 97-335, Laws of Florida;
21 providing for mnimumcharter requirenents;

22 anending the district's maintenance tax cap
23 providing for repeal of all prior special acts
24 related to the district; providing for

25 precedence over conflicting law to the extent
26 of such conflict; providing severability;

27 providing an effective date.

28

29| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
30

31
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Section 1. Pursuant to chapters 97-255 and 98- 320,
Laws of Florida, this act constitutes the codification of al

special acts relating to the Pahokee Water Control District,

which is an i ndependent special district and politica

subdi vision of the State of Florida. It is the intent of the

Legislature in enacting this |law to provide a single,

conpr ehensi ve special act charter for the District, including

all current legislative authority granted to the District by

its several legislative enactnents and any additiona

authority granted by this act. It is further the intent of

this act to preserve all District authority, including the

authority to annually assess and | evy agai nst the taxabl e

property in the District.

Section 2. Chapter 10002, Laws of Florida, 1923;
chapter 13715, Laws of Florida, 1929; chapter 14779, Laws of
Florida, 1931; chapter 18042, Laws of Florida, 1937; chapter
19607, Laws of Florida, 1939; chapters 20652 and 20695, Laws
of Florida, 1941; chapter 23622, Laws of Florida, 1947,
chapter 28440, Laws of Florida, 1953; chapter 30151, Laws of
Fl orida, 1955; and chapters 57-433, 63-877, 71-817, 77-618,
80-563, 82-354, and 97-335, Laws of Florida, relating to the
Pahokee Water Control District, are codified, reenacted,

anended, and repeal ed as herein provided.
Section 3. The Pahokee Water Control District is
re-created, and the charter for such district is re-created

and reenacted to read:
Section 1. 1In accordance with section 189.404(3),

Florida Statutes, the following are the mni numrequirenents
for the charter of the Pahokee Water Control District:
(a) The District is organized and exists for al

purposes set forth in this act and chapter 298, Florida
2
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Statutes, as they nay be anended fromtine to tine, so far as

not inconsistent with this act.

(b) The powers, functions, and duties of the District

regardi ng non-ad val orem assessnents, bond i ssuance, other

revenue-raising capabilities, budget preparation and approval,

|iens and foreclosure of |iens, use of tax deeds and tax

certificates as appropriate for non-ad val orem assessnents,

and contractual agreenents shall be as set forth in chapters
189, 197, and 298, Florida Statutes, this act, or any other
appl i cabl e general or special |law, as they nay be anended from

tinme to tine.

(c) The District was created by chapter 10002, Laws of

Florida, 1923, a special legislative act.

(d) The District's charter may be anended only by

speci al act of the Legi sl ature.

(e) In accordance with chapter 298, Florida Statutes,

the District is governed by a Board of Supervisors. The

nenber shi p and organi zati on of the Board shall be as set forth

in this act and chapter 298, Florida Statutes, as they may be

amended fromtine to tine.

(f) The conpensation of Board nenbers shall be

governed by this act and chapter 298, Florida Statutes, as

they nay be anended fromtine to tine.

(g) The adnministrative duties of the Board shall be as

set forth in this act and chapter 298, Florida Statutes, as

they nay be anended fromtine to tine.

(h) Requirenents for financial disclosure, neeting

notices, reporting, public records nmintenance, and per diem

expenses for officers and enpl oyees shall be as set forth in
chapters 112, 189, 286, and 298, Florida Statutes, as they may
be anended fromtine to tine.
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(i) The procedures and requirenents governing the

i ssuance of bonds, notes, and ot her evidence of indebtedness

by the District shall be as set forth in chapters 189 and 298,

Florida Statutes, and applicable general |aws, as they may be

amended fromtine to tine.

(j) The procedures for conducting District el ections

and for qualification of electors shall be pursuant to

chapters 189 and 298, Florida Statutes, and applicable genera

| aws, as they nay be anended fromtine to tine.

(k) The District may be financed by any nethod
established in this act, chapters 189 and 298, Florida
Statutes, or any applicable general |laws, as they may be

amended fromtine to tine.

(1) In accordance with chapter 298, Florida Statutes,

the District may continue to levy upon all of the real taxable

property in the District a special tax each year as

mai nt enance t ax.

(m The nethod for collecting non-ad val orem

assessnents, fees, or service charges shall be as set forth in

chapters 197 and 298, Florida Statutes, as they nmay be anended

fromtine to tine.

(n) The District's planning requirenents shall be as

set forth in chapters 189 and 298, Florida Statutes, as they

may be anended fromtinme to tine.

Section 2. The creation and organi zation of the

Pahokee Water Control District, as created and organi zed by

the Circuit Court of Pal mBeach County under the provisions of

fornmer Article I, Chapter Ill, Title VII, First Division of
the Revised General Statutes of Florida, 1920, is hereby
ratified, validated, and confirned.
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1 Section 3. The Pahokee Water Control District so
2| created and organi zed, and by this act ratified, validated,
3| and confirned, shall enbrace and include all the | ands within
4| the foll ow ng boundari es:

5

6 Commencing at the northwest corner of Section

7 Fifteen (15), Township Forty-two (42) South,

8 Range Thirty-seven (37) East, and running

9 t hence southerly and al ong the West Section

10 Li ne of said Section to the Sout hwest corner of
11 said Section Fifteen (15), which is also the

12 Nort heast corner of Section Twenty-one (21)

13 sane Townshi p and Range; thence westerly al ong
14 the north line of said Section Twenty-one (21)
15 to the northwest corner of said Section, which
16 is also the northeast corner of Section Twenty
17 (20), sane Townshi p and Range; thence southerly
18 and along the lines dividing the aforesaid

19 Sections Twenty-one (21) and Twenty (20), and
20 continuing in the sane |line which divides
21 Sections Twenty-eight (28) and Twenty-nine
22 (29), and Thirty-three (33) and Thirty-two
23 (32), sane Townshi p and Range, to the southerly
24 line of said Township Forty-two (42) South
25 t hence due East al ong said Township line to the
26 Pal m Beach Canal; thence foll owing the Wst
27 bank of said PalmBeach Canal in a
28 northwesterly direction to the section |line
29 di viding Sections 12 and 13, Township 42, Range
30 37; thence West along said section line to the
31
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Nort hwest corner of Section 15, Township 42,

Range 37, the point of beginning.

Section 4. For the purpose of providing a necessary

outl et for the drai nage of the East Beach Water Contro
District, fornerly the Wst Unit of the Pahokee Water Contro
District, and the disposal of the sane by gravity into the

West Pal m Beach Canal, the Board of Supervisors of the Pahokee

Water Control District is hereby authorized to acquire and

mai ntain a right-of-way 100 feet wide, necessary for the cana

and spoil bank thereof, which will constitute the outlet, the

sane to commence at a point where the north line of the

Pahokee Water Control District intersects the eastern shore of

Pel i can Lake and fromthence to run eastwardly al ong the

northerly |line of the Pahokee Water Control District to a

poi nt where the sane intersects and will enpty into the Wst

Pal m Beach Canal, and to provide in connection with said

outl| et drai nage canal whatever flood gates nay be necessary,

sl ui ces, and other works pertinent to the sanme and as nmay be

necessary to acconplish the objective and purpose for which it

i's construct ed.

Section 5. The Board of Supervisors of the Pahokee

Water Control District shall be conposed of three citizens of
the United States, who shall be resident freeholders of the
State of Florida.

Section 6. The Board of Supervisors of the Pahokee

Water Control District is hereby authorized, enpowered, and

directed to |l evy and inpose upon all of the |lands, including

| ands held by the Board of Trustees of the Interna

| nprovenent Trust Fund of Florida, or its successor, |lying and

being situate within the boundaries of the District, a tax not
6
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to exceed the sum of $40 per acre, per annum and such tax

shal | be known and desi gnated a mai ntenance tax. The proceeds

of said mmintenance tax shall be used for purposes for which

nmai nt enance taxes are authorized to be |levied by the

provi sions of chapter 298, Florida Statutes.

Section 7. Al other acts and proceedi ngs of the

Circuit Court of PalmBeach County taken by, for, and on

behal f of the District since the creation thereof, and all of

the acts and proceedi ngs of the Board of Supervisors, the

Conmi ssioners, and all other officers and agents of the

District, and of Pal m Beach County, acting for and on behal f

of the District, and any and all tax | evies and assessnents

whi ch have been made by the Board of Supervisors for and on

behal f of the District, are each and every one of them and

each and every part thereof, hereby ratified, validated, and

confirned.
Section 8. The action of the Board of Supervisors,

officers, and receivers of the Pahokee Water Control District

and of the Tax Collector of Pal m Beach County, in accepting

bonds, interest coupons, and other obligations of the

District, and each unit thereof, in the paynent of taxes and

assessnents, and all conpronises, adjustnents, and settlenents

of delinquent taxes or assessnents heretofore nmade, are hereby

ratified, confirned, validated, and declared to be | egal

val i d, and bi ndi ng.

Section 9. The Board of Supervisors shall have the

power to enploy a person to be designated the General Manager

of the District and to vest in himor her such authority, to

del egate to himor her the performance of such duties, and to

provi de such conpensation as nay be determ ned by the Board.

The Board may require the General Manager to furnish bond with
7
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1| good and sufficient surety in such anbunt as the Board nay by
2| resol ution deternine.

3 Section 10. The Board of Supervisors is authorized and
4 | enpowered to enter into arrangenents with other drai nage and
5| water control districts in the Evergl ades area for the pooling
6 | of insurance coverage, for the purchase, rental, and use of

7 | equi prent, buildings, and facilities, and for the services of
8 | enpl oyees of the District.

9 Section 4. Chapter 10002, Laws of Florida, 1923;

10 | chapter 13715, Laws of Florida, 1929; chapter 14779, Laws of
11| Florida, 1931; chapter 18042, Laws of Florida, 1937; chapter
12 ] 19607, Laws of Florida, 1939; chapters 20652 and 20695, Laws
13| of Florida, 1941; chapter 23622, Laws of Florida, 1947,

14 | chapter 28440, Laws of Florida, 1953; chapter 30151, Laws of
15| Florida, 1955; and chapters 57-433, 63-877, 71-817, 77-618,
16 | 80-563, 82-354, and 97-335, Laws of Florida, are hereby

17 | repeal ed, except to the extent inconsistent herewth.

18 Section 5. In the event of a conflict of the

19 | provisions of this act with the provisions or any other act,
20| the provisions of this act shall control to the extent of such
21 | conflict.
22 Section 6. In case any one or nore of the sections or
23| provisions of this act or the application of such sections or
24 | provisions to any situation, circunmstances, or person shal
25| for any reason be held to be unconstitutional, such
26 | unconstitutionality shall not affect any other sections or
27 | provisions of this act or the application of such sections or
28 | provisions to any other situation, circunstances, or person,
29| and it is intended that this act shall be construed and
30| applied as if such section or provision had not been incl uded
31| herein for any unconstitutional application
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Section 7. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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