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By the Conmittee on Environnental Protection_and
RepreSent atives Argenzi ano, Putnam Dockery and Tullis

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to environnental control

3 anending s. 253.03, F.S.; providing that the

4 Board of Trustees of the Internal |nprovenent

5 Trust Fund and the state may not control

6 regul ate, pernit, or charge for specified

7 renoved organic detrital material; anending s.
8 369.20, F.S.; requiring the Departnent of

9 Envi ronnental Protection to develop by rule

10 st andards whi ch provide specific criteria for
11 the renoval and replanting of vegetation

12 permtted under the Florida Aquatic Wed

13 Control Act; revising an exenption from

14 permtting requirenents with respect to renoval
15 by a riparian owner of specified herbaceous

16 aquatic plants and seni woody herbaceous plants
17 in freshwater bodies; including free-floating
18 vegetation, invasive plants, and organic

19 detrital material wthin such exenption
20 anending s. 403.813, F.S.; revising an
21 exenption frompernitting requirenents under
22 ch. 403, F.S., to include the renoval of
23 i nvasi ve plants and the renoval of organic
24 detrital material fromfreshwater |akes and
25 rivers under specified conditions; providing an
26 ef fective date.
27
28 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
29
30 Section 1. Subsection (16) of section 253.03, Florida
31| Statutes, is anended to read:
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1 253.03 Board of trustees to adm nister state | ands;

2 | l'ands enunerated. - -

3 (16) The Board of Trustees of the Internal |nprovenent
4| Trust Fund, and the state through its agencies, nmay not

5] control, regulate, pernit, or charge for any severed nmaterials
6 | which are renoved fromthe area adjacent to an intake or

7 | di scharge structure pursuant to an exenption authorized in s.
8] 403.813(2)(f) or organic detrital material renoved pursuant to
9] an exenption authorized in s. 403.813(2)ant (r).

10 Section 2. Subsections (7) and (8) of section 369. 20
11| Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

12 369.20 Florida Aquatic Wed Control Act.--

13 (7) No person or public agency shall control

14 | eradicate, renove, or otherwi se alter any aquatic weeds or

15| plants in waters of the state unless a pernit for such

16 | activity has been issued by the departnent, or unless the

17 | activity is in waters expressly exenpted by departnent rule.
18 | The departnent shall devel op standards by rul e which shal

19 | address, at a mininmum chemnical, biological, and nechani ca
20| control activities; an evaluation of the benefits of such
21| activities to the public; specific criteria for the renoval
22 | and replanting of vegetation recognizing the differences
23 | between natural and artificially created waters; and the
24 | different amount and quality of littoral vegetation on various
25| waters. Applications for a permt to engage in aquatic plant
26 | control activities shall be nade to the departnent. In
27 | reviewi ng such applications, the departnent shall consider the
28 | criteria set forth in subsection (2).
29 (8) As an exenption to all pernmitting requirenents in
30| this section and ss. 369.22 and 369.25, in all freshwater
31| bodi es, except aquatic preserves designated under chapter 258
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riparian owner nmay physically or nechanically renpve

her baceous aquatic plants and seni woody herbaceous pl ants,
such as shrub species and willow, which are rooted in the
substrate within an area delinted by up—te—506—perecent—of the
property owner's frontage. Such renoval shall be within the
owner's riparian lines and may be er—56+feet—whichever—+s
Fess—and—by a sufficient length waterward from—and
petrpendicutar—to-the riparian owner's shoreline to create a

corridor to allow access for a boat or swimer to reach open

water. All unvegetated areas shall be cunul atively considered
when determning the width of the exenpt corridor. In
addition, all free-floating vegetation and invasive plants as

identified in s. 369.251 adjacent to a riparian ower's

shoreli ne may be physically or nechanically renoved to provide

access to open water.Physical or nechanical renoval of rooted

vegetati on under this exenption nmay include activities

conducted in accordance with s. 403.813(2)(r), except for the

creation of wildlife islands, but does not include the use of

any chemicals or any activity that requires a permt pursuant
to part |V of chapter 373.

Section 3. Paragraph (r) of subsection (2) of section
403.813, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

403.813 Permts issued at district centers;
exceptions. - -

(2) No pernmit under this chapter, chapter 373, chapter
61-691, Laws of Florida, or chapter 25214 or chapter 25270,
1949, Laws of Florida, shall be required for activities
associated with the follow ng types of projects; however,
nothing in this subsection relieves an applicant from any
requi rement to obtain perm ssion to use or occupy |ands owned
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by the Board of Trustees of the Internal |nprovenent Trust
Fund or any water managenent district in its governnental or
proprietary capacity or fromconplying with applicable |Ioca
pol lution control prograns authorized under this chapter or
ot her requirenments of county and mnunici pal governnents:

(r) The renoval of aquatic plants, the renoval of

invasive plants as identified in s. 369.251,the renpval of

tussocks, the associated replanting of indigenous aquatic
plants, and e+ the associated renoval fromfreshwater | akes
and rivers of organic detrital material when such planting or
renoval is perforned and authorized by pernit or exenption
granted under s. 369.20 or s. 369.25, provided that +:

1. Oganic detrital material that exists on the

surface of natural nineral soil shall be allowed to be renoved
to—a—depth—of—3feet—o+ to the natural mneral soils or the
rocky substrat e; —whichever—+s—t+ess—

2. Al erganre material renoved rempvat pursuant to
thi s paragraph subseetion shall be deposited in an upland site
in a manner that will prevent the reintroduction of the

material into waters in the state except when spoil material
is pernmitted to be used to create wildlife islands in
freshwat er bodi es of the state when a governnental entity is
permtted pursuant to s. 369.20 this—seetion to create such
islands as a part of a restoration or enhancenent project;
and—

3. Al activities are perforned in a manner consi stent
with state water quality standards.

The departnent may not adopt inplenenting rules for this
par agr aph, notwi t hstandi ng any ot her provision of |aw
Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2000.
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