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By Representative Feeney

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to honel essness; creating the

3 Conmi ssion on the Homel ess within the Executive

4 O fice of the Governor; providing for

5 nmenbership of the conmmission; requiring the

6 conmi ssion to review the probl ens of the

7 honel ess and propose solutions for reducing

8 honel essness; requiring the comission to hold

9 a specified nunber of public neetings;

10 providing requirenents for a witten report by

11 the comi ssion; providing for conmi ssion

12 nmenbers to be reinbursed for travel and per

13 di em expenses; authorizing the comm ssion to

14 enpl oy an executive director; abolishing the

15 comm ssion after a specified date; providing an

16 appropriation; providing an effective date.

17

18 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
19

20 Section 1. Conmi ssion on the Honel ess. --

21 (1)(a) The Conmission on the Honel ess is created

22 | within the Executive Ofice of the Governor. The comi ssion
23 | shall be conposed of 23 nenbers, of which ei ght nenbers shal
24 | be appointed by the Governor, five nenbers shall be appointed
25| by the President of the Senate, and five nenbers shall be
26 | appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives. The
27 | Secretary of Health, the Secretary of Children and Fanily
28 | Services, the Secretary of Community Affairs, and the

29 | Executive Director of the Housing Finance Corporation shal
30 | personally serve as voting nenbers of the conm ssion. The
31
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Li eut enant Governor shall serve as chairperson of the

comm Sssi on.

(b) The appointnents nust be made within 14 days after

the effective date of the act, and the comm ssion shall hold

its first neeting within 30 days after the effective date of

the act. Any vacancy that occurs on the conmi ssion shall be

filled in the sane manner as the origi nal appoi ntnent.

(2) Menbers of the conmmission are entitled to one vote

each, and an action of the commi ssion is not binding unless a

majority of the total nunber of votes that are cast are votes

in favor of the action. The comni ssion nay not take action

unless a majority of the conm ssion nenbers are present at a

neeti ng.
(3) The commission shall review the problens of the

honeless in this state and propose sol utions for reducing

honel essness and i nprovi ng the provision of social services to

t he honel ess. The conmi ssion shall investigate the foll ow ng

i ssues:
(a) The causes | eading to honel essness.

(b) The provision of shelter and affordabl e housi ng

for the honel ess.

(c) The availability and provision of health care for

t he honel ess.

(d) Services for honeless fanmlies and their children

(e) Mental health services for the honel ess.

(f) Cines conmitted agai nst the honel ess.

(g) Drug-treatnent and prevention services for the

honel ess.
(h) The accessibility of the WAGES Program and ot her
entitlenent prograns to the honel ess.
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(i) The policies of the state and | ocal governnents

with respect to the honel ess.

(j) Ways in which current governnent prograns coul d be

adapted to better serve the needs of the honel ess.

(k) Ways to assist the private sector in providing

services for the honel ess.

(1) National and state inclinations or tendencies of

t he honel ess.

(4) The commission shall hold at |east four public

heari ngs throughout the state to solicit input fromthe public

and appropriate experts on the problens of the honel ess.

(5) The commission shall, by January 1, 2001, provide

to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker

of the House of Representatives a witten report that contains

speci fic recomendati ons for addressing the problens of the

honel ess.
(6) Commission nenbers shall not receive renmuneration

for their services, but nenbers other than public officers and

enpl oyees are entitled to rei nbursenent for travel and per

di em expenses in accordance with section 112.061, Florida

St at ut es.
(7) The commi ssion may enpl oy an executive director

who shall receive supplenental financial and ot her assistance

from ot her agenci es under the Governor's direct supervision

The Executive Ofice of the Governor shall provide additiona

assi stance as appropriate.

(8) The commission shall continue in existence unti

its objectives are achieved, but not |ater than January 31,
2001.

Section 2. The sum of $250,000 is appropriated from

t he General Revenue Fund to the Executive Ofice of the
3
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1| Governor for the purpose of paying the adninistrative expenses

2 | necessary to carry out the provisions of this act.

3 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

41| 1 aw.
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7 SENATE SUMVARY

8 Creates the Conmission on the Honmeless within the =
Executive O fice of the Governor. Requires the conmm ssion

9 to review the probl ens of the honel ess and propose
solutions for reducing honel essness, Requires the

10 comm ssion to hold folur public neetings throughout the
state. Requires that the commi ssion nmake a witten report

11 to the Governor and the Legislature by January 1, 200
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