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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 1677
By Representative Patterson

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to juvenile justice; anending
S. 984.225, F.S.; revising requirenents for
pl acenment of a child in a staff-secure shelter
anending s. 984.226, F.S.; revising the pilot
program for a physically secure facility to
provide for the statew de establishnent of
physically secure settings; defining the term
"physically secure"; deleting obsolete
| anguage; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 984.225, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

984. 225 Powers of disposition; placenent in a
staff-secure shelter. --

(1) Subject to specific legislative appropriation, the
court may order that a child adjudicated as a child in need of
services be placed for up to 90 days in a staff-secure shelter
if:

(a) The child's parent, guardian, or |egal custodian
refuses to provide food, clothing, shelter, and necessary
parental support for the child and the refusal is a direct
result of an established pattern of significant disruptive
behavi or of the child in the hone of the parent, guardian, or
| egal custodi an; e+

(b) The child refuses to remain under the reasonable
care and custody of his or her parent, guardian, or |ega
custodi an, as evidenced by repeatedly running away and failing
to conply with a court-ordered sanction; or fromhore—Tthe
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1 | eourt—may—not—order—that—a—echitd—beptaced—in—astaff—secure

2 | faettty—untess-

3 (c)*- The child has failed to successfully conplete an

4| alternative treatnent programor to conply with a

5] court-ordered sanction, ;-and

6 2—TFhe—chitd has been placed in a residential program
7] on at |east one prior occasion pursuant to a court order under
8| this chapter.

9

10 | This subsection applies after other alternative,

11 ) less-restrictive renedi es have been exhausted. The court may
12 | order that a child be placed in a staff-secure shelter. The

13 | departnent, or an authorized representative of the departnent,
14 | nust verify to the court that a bed is available for the

15 ) child. If the departnment or an authorized representative of

16 | the departnent verifies that a bed is not avail able, the eeurt
17 | shaH—stay—theplracerent—untit+—abed—i+s—ava-table—The

18 | departnent will place the child's nanme on a waiting list. The
19 | child who has been on the waiting list the |ongest will get

20 | the next avail abl e bed.

21 Section 2. Subsections (1), (2), and (6) of section

22| 984. 226, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

23 984. 226 PiHHot—programfor—a Physically secure settings
24 | faettity; contenpt of court.--

25 (1) Subject to specific legislative appropriation, the
26 | Department of Juvenile Justice may shatt establish a—pitot

27 | proegramwthin—a—sthgle—judicial—eirreuit—Ffor—thepurpose—of-
28 | eperating—one—or—nore physically secure settings facH-ties
29 | desi gnated exclusively for the placenent of children in need
30| of services who are found in direct contenpt or indirect

31| contenpt of a valid court order. If any party files a petition
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l1|that a child is a child in need of services within—stch

2 | jutheiat—eireuit, the child nust be represented by counsel at
3 | each court appearance. If the child is indigent, the court

4 | shall appoint an attorney to represent the child as provided

5| under s. 985.203. Nothing precludes the court fromrequesting
6 | rei mbursenent of attorney's fees and costs fromthe

7 | noni ndi gent parent or |egal guardi an

8 (2) If achild adjudicated as a child in need of

9| services is held in direct contenpt or indirect contenpt of a
10 ) valid court order, as an alternative to placing the child in a
11 | staff-secure facility as provided under s. 984.225 or s.

12 ] 985.216, the court may order that the child be placed wthin
13 | the—etrretwtt in a physically secure setting faci-ty—-operated
14 | uvhder—the—pitot—program A child nay be committed to the

15 ) facility only if the departnent, or an authorized

16 | representative of the departnent, verifies to the court that a
17 | bed is available for the child at the physically secure

18| facility and the child has:

19 (a) Run away froma staff-secure shelter follow ng

20 | pl acenent under s. 984.225 or s. 985.216; or

21 (b) Committed at least two prior acts of direct or

22 | indirect contenpt.

23 (6) For the purposes of this section, "physically

24 | secure" neans a programthat provides 24-hour awake

25 | supervision, custody, care, and treatnent. A programof this
26 | type may be hardware-secure or staff-secure. The—Juvenite

27 | Justice—AccountabitityBoard—shaH—roni-tor—the—operation—of

28 | the—pitot—programantdissue—apretmnary—evatdvation—+eport—to
29 | the—tegistature—bybecenber—1,—1998—The Dbepartrent—of

30 | Juvenite—dustiece—and—the—Juvente—Justice—AccountabittyBoard
31
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Section 3. This act shall take effect October 1, 2000.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Revi ses requirenents for placenent of a child in a
staff-secure shelter. Revises the pilot pro%ran1for a
ph¥3|cally secure facglltY to provide for the statew de
stabl i shirent of physically secure settings. Defines the

term "physically secure.”
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