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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2000 HB 1723
By Representative Al exander

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to traffic control; anending s.
316.650, F.S.; requiring the issuance of a copy
of the Traffic School Reference CGuide with
traffic citations; anmending s. 318.14, F.S.
deleting reference to a restriction on the
nunber of elections a person nmay nake to attend
a basic driver inprovenent course; anending s.
318. 1451, F.S.; providing an assessnent fee
With respect to driver inprovenent courses for
persons who are ordered by the court to attend
and for certain other violations; anending s.
322.0261, F.S.; deleting reference to a tine
period with respect to two or nore crashes by
the sanme operator for the screening of certain
crash reports; creating s. 322.02615, F.S.
providing for mandatory driver inprovenent
courses for certain violations; anendi ng s.
322.05, F.S.; adding a condition for the
i ssuance of a driver's license to certain
persons; providing an effective date.

WHEREAS, over 240,000 injuries and crashes involving
not or vehicles occur in Florida each year, which constitutes
an injury and crash every 2 mnutes, and

WHEREAS, notor vehicle crashes are a | eadi ng cause of
death in the State of Florida, with a fatality occurring every
three hours as a direct result of these crashes, and

WHEREAS, notor vehicle crashes are the | eadi ng cause of
death for teenagers, and
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1 VWHEREAS, in the | ast decade, over 68,000 teens have

2| died in notor vehicle crashes, and

3 WHEREAS, the Insurance Institute for H ghway Safety

4 | found that teenage drivers (ages 15-20) nmake up only 7 percent
5] of the driving popul ation, but are involved in 14 percent of
6| all crashes and in 21 percent of fatal crashes, and

7 WHEREAS, driver inprovenent education and training has
8| proven to significantly reduce the nunber of crashes, and

9 WHEREAS, the Florida Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and
10 | Motor Vehicles found, in an independent study of driver

11 | i mprovenent courses offered in the state, that the courses

12 | were as nuch as twenty percent effective at reduci ng notor

13 | vehicle crash recidivism and

14 WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Legislature that the
15| citizens of the State of Florida are provided with driver

16 | i mprovenent education and training in an effort to reduce

17 | motor vehicl e crashes, NOW THEREFORE

18

19| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

20

21 Section 1. Subsection (3) of section 316.650, Florida
22| Statutes, is anended to read:

23 316.650 Traffic citations.--

24 (3) Every traffic enforcenent officer, upon issuing a
25| traffic citation to an all eged violator of any provision of
26 | the nmotor vehicle laws of this state or of any traffic

27 | ordi nance of any city or town, shall issue a copy of the

28 | Traffic School Reference Guide and shall deposit the origina
29 | citation and one copy of such traffic citation or, in the case
30| of a traffic enforcenent agency which has an autonated

3l | citation issuance system shall provide an electronic
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1| facsinile with a court having jurisdiction over the alleged

2| offense or with its traffic violations bureau within 5 days

3| after issuance to the violator

4 Section 2. Subsection (9) of section 318.14, Florida
5| Statutes, is anended to read:

6 318.14 Noncrimnal traffic infractions; exception

7 | procedures. --

8 (9) Any person who is cited for an infraction under

9| this section other than a violation of s. 320.0605, s.

10 | 320.07(3)(a) or (b), s. 322.065, s. 322.15(1), s. 322.61, or
11| s. 322.62 may, in lieu of a court appearance, elect to attend
12| in the location of his or her choice within this state a basic
13 | driver inprovenent course approved by the Departnent of

14 | H ghway Safety and Motor Vehicles. In such a case,

15 | adj udi cati on nmust be withheld; points, as provided by s.

16 | 322. 27, may not be assessed; and the civil penalty that is

17 | i nposed by s. 318.18(3) nust be reduced by 18 percent;

18 | however, a person may not nmake an el ection under this

19 | subsection if the person has nade an el ection under this
20 | subsection in the preceding 12 nonths. Aperson—fayfrakeHo
21 | more—than—five—elections—under—this—subseetion-—The
22 | requirenment for conmunity service under s. 318.18(8) is not
23 | wai ved by a plea of nolo contendere or by the wi thhol ding of
24 | adjudication of guilt by a court.
25 Section 3. Subsection (4) of section 318.1451, Florida
26 | Statutes, is anended to read:
27 318. 1451 Driver inprovenent schools. --
28 (4) In addition to a regular course fee, an assessnent
29 | fee in the anpbunt of $2.50 shall be collected by the schoo
30| fromeach person who is court ordered to attend a course or
31| elects to attend a course, as it relates to ss. 318.14(9),
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322.0261, 322.0265, 322.05(2),322.291, and 627.06501, which
shall be remitted to the Departnment of H ghway Safety and

Mot or Vehi cl es and deposited in the H ghway Safety Operating
Trust Fund to adnminister this programand to fund the genera
operations of the departnent.

Section 4. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) and
subsection (2) of section 322.0261, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

322.0261 Mandatory driver inprovement course; certain
crashes. - -

(1) The departnent shall screen crash reports received
under s. 316.066 or s. 324.051 to identify crashes involving
the foll ow ng:

(b) A second crash by the sane operator wthinthe
previeous—2—year—petrtod i nvol ving property danage in an
apparent anmpount of at | east $500.

(2) Wth respect to an operator convicted of, or who
pl eaded nol o contendere to, a traffic offense giving rise to a
crash identified pursuant to subsection (1), the departnent
shall require that the operator, in addition to other
applicable penalties, attend a departmental |y approved basic
driver inprovenent course in order to maintain driving
privileges. If the operator fails to conplete the course
within 90 days of receiving notice fromthe departnent, the
operator's driver's |license shall be canceled by the
departnment until the course is successfully conpl et ed.

Section 5. Section 322.02615, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

322.02615 WMandatory driver inprovenent course; certain

vi ol ations. --
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1 (1) The departnent shall screen reports of convictions
2| for violations of chapter 316 to identify operators who:

3 (a) Are less than 21 years of age and have been

4 | convicted of, or pleaded nolo contendere to, a noncrinmna

5| noving infraction and al so have been convicted of, or pl eaded
6 | nol o contendere to, another noncrininal noving infraction

7| since initial license issuance

8 (b) Have been convicted of, or pleaded nol o contendere
9| to, nore than one noncrininal noving infraction in a 12-nonth
10 | peri od.

11 (2) Wth respect to an operator convicted of, or who
12 | pl eaded nol o contendere to, a noncrimnal traffic offense

13| identified under subsection (1), the departnment shall require
14 | that the operator, in addition to other applicable penalties,
15| attend a departnentally approved basic driver inprovenent

16 | course in order to maintain driving privileges. If the

17 | operator fails to conplete the course within 90 days after

18 | receiving notice fromthe departnent, the operator's driver's
19 | license shall be canceled by the departnent until the course
20| is successfully conpl et ed.
21 (3) Attendance of a course approved by the departnent
22| as a driver inprovenent course for purposes of s. 318.14(9)
23| shall satisfy the requirenents of this section. However,
24 | attendance of a course as required by this section is not
25]included in the linitation on course elections under s.
26 | 318.14(9).
27 Section 6. Subsection (2) of section 322.05, Florida
28 | Statutes, is anended to read:
29 322.05 Persons not to be |icensed.--The departnent nay
30| not issue a license:
31
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(2) To a person who is at |east 16 years of age but is
under 18 years of age unless the person has satisfactorily

conpl eted a Departnent of Education driver's education course

offered pursuant to s. 233.063 or a driver's education course

licensed pursuant to s. 488.01 or a basic driver inprovenent

course which has been approved by the Departnment of H ghway

Safety and Mbtor Vehicles and neets the requirenents of s.

322. 091 and holds a valid:

(a) Learner's driver's license for at |east 6 nonths
before applying for a license; or

(b) License that was issued in another state or in a
foreign jurisdiction and that would not be subject to
suspensi on or revocation under the laws of this state.

Section 7. This act shall take effect October 1, 2000.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Requi res issuance of the Traffic School Reference Guide
with every nmoving violation citation, Renpbves maxi num

el ections for driver inprovenent training. Requires that
certain persons who are involved in certain crashes or
are convicted of, or who plead nolo contendere to,
certain noncrimnal traffic offenses attend a nmandatory
driver |nProvenent course. Requires_ 16-year-olds and
17-year-olds to conplete a basic driver”inprovenent
course or a driver education course to obtain an
operator's license. See bill for details.
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